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» Prison sentence 
ordered
Iowa man gets 3 years for OWI 
homicide. Page 3A

» North Korea tests 
missiles
Long-range weapons launched 
over weekend. Page 5B
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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Ellen Knickmeyer 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Up 
to half of the $14 trillion 
spent by the Penta-
gon since 9/11 went to 
for-profit defense con-
tractors, a study released 
Monday found. While 
much of this money went 
to weapons suppliers, the 
research is the latest to 
point to the dependence 
on contractors for war-
zone duties as contribut-
ing to mission failures in 
Afghanistan in particular.

In the post-9/11 wars, 
U.S. corporations con-
tracted by the Defense 

Department not only 
handled war-zone lo-
gistics like running fuel 
convoys and staffing 
chow lines but performed 
mission-crucial work like 
training and equipping 
Afghan security forces 
— security forces that 
collapsed last month as 
the Taliban swept the 
country.

Within weeks, and 
before the U.S. military 
had even completed its 
withdrawal from Afghan-
istan, the Taliban easily 
routed an Afghan govern-
ment and military that 
Americans had spent 20 
years and billions of dol-

lars to stand up. President 
Joe Biden placed blame 
squarely on the Afghans 
themselves. “We gave 
them every chance,” he 
said last month. “What we 
could not provide them 
was the will to fight.”

But William Hartung, 
the author of Monday’s 
study by Brown Uni-
versity’s Costs of War 
project and the Center for 
International Policy, and 
others say it’s essential 
that Americans examine 
what role the reliance on 
private contractors played 
in the post-9/11 wars. 

Study: Pentagon reliance on 
contractors hurt US in 9/11 wars

Associated Press

In this Oct. 27, 2010, file photo a private security 
contractor watches a NATO supply truck drive past 
in the province of Ghazni, south-west of Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Military contractors got up to half of the 
$14 trillion spent by the Pentagon since 9/11, a study 
by Brown University’s Costs of War project and the 
Center for International Policy said Monday.

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

EAU CLAIRE — The Eau 
Claire County Finance and 
Budget Committee approved 
a budget transfer Monday of 
$787,439 to fund high-prior-
ity capital projects. Sources 
of the money include re-
maining 2019 and 2020 bond 
funds, the Information Sys-
tems department and “other 
accumulated surplus.”

The money will go toward 
17 projects, which include 
upgrading Wi-Fi security, 
improvements to carpeting 
at the Eau Claire County 
Courthouse and replacing 
a dock at Lake Altoona. 
The most expensive project 
is replacing a pavilion at 
Harstad County Park, which 
is expected to cost $200,000. 
The park is located about 
halfway between Augusta 
and Fall Creek. 

See WARS  Page 2A

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Seventy-two-year-old Bill Nemitz of Eau Claire does a handstand while paddle boarding Friday on Half Moon Lake in Eau Claire. 
Nemitz has participated in paddle board yoga classes where he learned his balancing technique.

ACHIEVING BALANCE

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A small 
group of City Council members 
could be named to oversee the 
second search for a new city 
manager, but a final vote on who 
to hire for the top job would still 
be done by all 11 of Eau Claire’s 
elected officials.

Today the council is scheduled 
to vote on whether to create an 
ad hoc committee to work on the 
recruitment process for the next 

city manager.
“If we reduce 

the number of 
people who par-
ticipate, it might 
make it a more 
efficient search 
process,” council 
President Terry 
Weld said during 
Monday night’s work session on 
the manager search.

As proposed, the temporary 
committee would assist Human 
Resources Director Victoria 
Seltun and a consultant being 
hired to find candidates. Council 
members chosen for the com-
mittee would give input on the 
search process, review appli-
cants and give its recommen-
dations to the whole council on 

final candidates. 
The whole City 
Council would 
retain authority 
to determine 
finalists, conduct 
interviews with 
them, select the 
next manager 
and approve a 

contract.
The council opted not to form 

an ad hoc committee in the 
city manager search conducted 
last year. that search ultimately 
ended in February with the top 
choice for the position deciding 
to take a job elsewhere. Fol-
lowing that result, the council 
decided to pause on its search 
and then start over from the start 
again.

David Solberg, who usually 
leads the city’s Engineering 
Department, has been serving as 
interim city manager since Dale 
Peters retired in October.

Councilwoman Emily Berge 
suggested the idea of an ad hoc 
committee, stating it would be 
easier than having all 11 council 
members involved in every stage 
of the recruitment again.

“I am anxious to get a city man-
ager in place, and I think this will 
be a more efficient way,” she said.

Though there are places for 
four names in the proposed res-
olution for an ad hoc committee, 
that number could be changed 
during today’s 4 p.m. council 
meeting.

County 
committee 
approves 

$800K 
transfer 

for capital 
projects

Include new park 
pavilion, dock 
replacement
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Council talks city manager search
Ad hoc group 

may be named 
to oversee 

recruitment effort

Weld Berge
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