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Today is Sunday, Aug. 2, the 215th day of 2020. 
There are 151 days left in the year.

Today’s highlight in history
On August 2, 1776, members of the Second Conti-

nental Congress began attaching their signatures to 
the Declaration of Independence.

On this date
In 1610, during his fourth voyage to the Western 

Hemisphere, English explorer Henry Hudson sailed 
into what is now known as Hudson Bay.

In 1922, Alexander Graham Bell, generally re-
garded as the inventor of the telephone, died in Nova 
Scotia, Canada, at age 75.

In 1923, the 29th president of the United States, 
Warren G. Harding, died in San Francisco; Vice 
President Calvin Coolidge became president.

In 1934, German President Paul von Hindenburg 
died, paving the way for Adolf Hitler‘s complete 
takeover.

In 1939, Albert Einstein signed a letter to Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt urging creation of an 
atomic weapons research program. 

In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait, seizing control of the 
oil-rich emirate. (The Iraqis were later driven out in 
Operation Desert Storm.)

In 2014, Dr. Kent Brantly, the first Ebola victim 
to be brought to the United States from Africa, was 
safely escorted into a specialized isolation unit at 
Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, where he 
recovered from the disease.

Ten years ago
President Barack Obama, addressing the Disabled 

American Veterans in Atlanta, said the U.S. would 
leave Iraq “as promised and on schedule,” portraying 
the end of America’s combat role in the 7-year war as 
a personal promise kept.

Five years ago
The International Olympic Committee said it 

would order testing for disease-causing viruses in 
the sewage-polluted waters where athletes would be 
competing in the 2016 Rio Games, days after an As-
sociated Press investigation revealed high counts of 
viruses directly linked to human waste in the waters. 

One year ago
 An administrative judge recommended firing a 

New York City police officer over the 2014 chokehold 
death of a Black man, Eric Garner. (The officer, 
Daniel Pantaleo, was fired.) 

Today’s Birthdays
 Actor Joanna Cassidy, 75.

Actor Butch Patrick (“The Munsters”), 67.

Due to an editing error, the Today in History column 
that appeared on Page 2A of Saturday’s Leader-Telegram 
had events and birthdays for Aug. 2, not Aug. 1.

Editor’s note: Because of earlier newspaper dead-
lines, Friday’s lottery drawings appear in today’s 

Leader-Telegram.
The winning numbers for Friday:
Mega Millions: 12-35-46-48-69

Mega Ball number: 23
Megaplier number: 2X

SuperCash: 1-6-7-31-33-37. Doubler: N
Daily Pick 4: midday 5-6-5-0; evening 3-0-1-0

Daily Pick 3: midday 1-3-7; evening 2-7-6
Badger 5: 13-14-27-30-31

All or Nothing: midday 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-11-12-16-21; eve-
ning 2-3-4-5-6-8-9-17-20-21-22

Powerball Saturday drawing: Estimated jackpot, 
$137 million.
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At Country Terrace, 
Hulett has appreciated the 
chance to see her husband 
without looking through 
glass — and complete her 
daily milk shake deliveries 
to Donald in person — 
during recent outdoor vis-
its on the facility’s patio.

Donald’s sister, Donna 
Gran of Northfield, also 
said the visitation restric-
tions have been tough to 
live with.

“We want him to be safe 
and healthy, but it’s just 
a challenge, like it is for 
everybody,” Gran said.

Mandy Heard of Eau 
Claire worries about the 
impact of visitation limits 
on residents.

Heard’s 94-year-old 
mother, Betty Crews, is 
a resident at Chippewa 
Manor in Chippewa Falls 
who Heard fears has 
struggled with the lack 
of visitors during the 
COVID-19 lockdown.

“It’s very important that 
people have interaction, 
and now my mother says 
she is depressed,” Heard 
said. “That’s hard because 
there’s nothing I can do 
about it.”

While she understands 
the reasons for the 
restrictions — and even 
acknowledges COVID-19 
could be fatal for Crews 
because of her fragile 
physical health — Heard 
said the mental health of 
isolated residents, who 
also are enduring greatly 
reduced social activities 
in the facilities, should be 
taken into account.

“It is a real problem for 
the nursing homes, the 
families and the resi-
dents,” she said. “It’s a big 
deal.”

After months of unsat-
isfactory window visits in 
which hearing was con-
sistently a hurdle, Heard 
said she enjoyed her first 
outdoor visit last week 
and was particularly ap-
preciative that Chippewa 
Manor provided a micro-
phone with an amplifier to 
improve communication 
through masks.

Nursing home admin-
istrators also understand 
the additional challenges 
visitation limits present 
for residents and families, 
and they have worked 
with state officials to 
develop temporary solu-
tions such as the protocol 
for outdoor visits, said 
Jim Stoa, government 
relations director for the 
Wisconsin Health Care 
Association and the Wis-
consin Center for Assisted 
Living.

Stoa acknowledged 
that visits by friends and 
family play a major role 
in maintaining the mental 
and emotional well-being 
of nursing home resi-
dents.

Kiley said Dove care-
givers also are aware 
that visitation changes 
are difficult and monitor 
residents’ mental health 
and seek ways to support 
them.

“Nothing can fully com-
pare to or replace being 
able to embrace your 
loved one in a hug, hold 
their hand or sit next to 
each other while enjoying 
a good meal, so this is 
hard,” Kiley said, adding, 
“We have extremely cre-
ative employees dedicated 
to improvising and adapt-
ing. There is still hope, 
joy, laughs and smiles 
taking place every day at 
Dove Healthcare.”

Balancing act
In the early days of the 

pandemic, nursing homes 
relied heavily on facilitat-
ing virtual communica-
tion with residents. While 
that can be helpful, Stoa 

said, it doesn’t work for 
all residents and can’t re-
place the human connec-
tion of in-person visits.

Outdoor visits offer a 
reasonable band-aid fix 
for now, he said, adding, 
“Everybody realizes we’re 
going to need to adapt as 
the weather changes and 
if the disease surges.”

In the meantime, Stoa 
said state officials and 
long-term care adminis-
trators will continue the 
balancing act of trying to 
meet residents’ needs for 
both physical protection 
from a highly contagious 
virus and the mental 
health boost that comes 
from interacting with 
relatives.

“Facilities have been 
and are continuing to 
take every precaution to 
prevent COVID-19 from 
entering facilities and to 
prevent its spread,” he 
said. “While we are doing 
our best to find ways 
to meet residents’ psy-
cho-social needs, it is with 
the understanding that the 
top priority right now has 
to be infection control.”

The high-risk nature 
of many nursing home 

residents is evident in 
Kaiser Family Foundation 
statistics. The 1,432 cases 
reported in Wisconsin 
long-term care facilities 
through Thursday make 
up just 3% of the state’s 
total caseload. However, 
the 365 deaths of people 
living in those facilities 
account for 42% of the 
state’s coronavirus-related 
deaths.

DHS reported last week 
that it has two active and 
four closed COVID-19 in-
vestigations in Eau Claire 
County nursing homes. 
Public health investiga-
tions are initiated when 
at least one person tests 
positive for the virus.

Though they under-
stand the risk, family 
members said it’s difficult 
to remain apart from 
loved ones in long-term 
care.

Heather Betsinger of La 
Crosse, for instance, said 
it’s frustrating that she 
hasn’t been able to hug 
her 87-year-old grand-
mother, Gert Ruther-
ford, for more than four 
months at Pine View 
Terrace in Black River 
Falls even though the 

facility hasn’t had a single 
COVID-19 case.

“I was able to see her 
through a window for 
about two minutes a few 
weeks ago, and to not 
touch her or sit down and 
look her in the eye and 
spend time with her was 
heartbreaking,” Betsinger 
said.

She would like to see 
the residents get more of 
their quality of life back in 
the time they have left.

Outlook unclear
Before the pandemic 

struck, Ginger Harings of 
Chippewa Falls said she 
used to go for walks three 
or four times a week with 
her sister Kathy Cliff, a 
resident at River Pines in 
Altoona. That hasn’t hap-
pened since March, and 
they both miss interacting 
without panes of glass 
between them.

“It’s a bit daunting, but 
you just have to accept it 
and understand that it’s 
not about one of us; it’s 
about all of us and hope-
fully getting through it,” 
Harings said. “Unfortu-
nately, it has lasted much 
longer than I anticipated.”

Nursing home offi-
cials pledged to continue 
following the guidance 
of regulatory agencies to 
keep residents safe, but 
they stopped short of 
making promises about the 
duration of restrictions.

“COVID-19 has prov-
en to be anything but 
predictable,” Kiley said, 
asserting that no one can 
forecast with any certain-
ty what the next week, 
month or even year will 
bring with the pandemic.

“In an ideal world,” Stoa 
said, “we would be able to 
return to safe and regu-
lar visitation sometime 
soon in a less restrictive 
way than is now required 
because of COVID. But 
given the situation, it’s not 
realistic to expect a quick 
return to the way things 
used to be.”

Contact: 715-833-9209, 
eric.lindquist@ecpc.com, 
@ealscoop on Twitter
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Contributed photo

Four-year-old Blakely Heard offers an air hug to her 
great-grandmother Betty Crews during a window visit 
this spring at Chippewa Manor in Chippewa Falls.

• Heated Underground Parking

• Pet Wash and Bike Room

• Clubhouse with Grilling Deck

• On-Site Professional Management

• In-Home Laundry and Ice-Makers

The Current features studio, one & two bedroom

apartments in a great location across from the river

and near downtown Eau Claire.

WISCONSIN

MANAGEMENT

COMPANY

Visit LiveInTheCurrent.com
or call 715-538-3754 today!

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

Live in

Mainstream Living in Eau Claire

Now Open - New Hours!
800-942-0783

WE’VE GOT

HATS!


