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» Precautions taken
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election. Page 3A
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Republi-
can-controlled legislatures 
are increasingly trying to 
strip Democratic governors 
of their executive authori-
ty to close businesses and 
schools, a power grab by 
lawmakers that channels 
frustration over the econom-
ic toll of the coronavirus 
pandemic but could come 
with long-term consequenc-
es for how their states fight 
disease.

The efforts to undermine 
Democratic governors who 
invoked stay-at-home orders 
are most pronounced in 
states such as Wisconsin, 
Michigan and Pennsylva-
nia, all three of which have 
divided government and 
are key to President Donald 
Trump’s path to reelection. 
Democratic governors there 
face lawsuits, legislation and 
other moves by Republicans 
trying to seize control of 
the response to the virus. 
All three states have also 
been hotbeds of right-wing 
protest pushing for a faster 
reopening.

By Leanne Italie

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Love in the 
age of coronavirus sometimes 
requires a lawn.

Couples with dashed wed-
ding plans due to lockdown 
restrictions have been tying 
the knot on those tidy green 
spreads instead, including at 
least one loaner.

Danielle Cartaxo and Ryan 
Cignarella were supposed to 
get married in West Orange, 
New Jersey, on April 11 at a 
venue with sweeping views 
of the New York City skyline. 
Rather than abandon their 
Easter Weekend nuptials, they 
headed outdoors.

The tricky part was finding 
a lawn. The two live in Wayne, 
Pennsylvania, about 100 miles 
away, but they had a marriage 

license issued in West Orange, 
where Cartaxo lived until she 
was 5.

“We still felt like at the end 
of the day making that com-
mitment to each other was 
important and we didn’t want 
to wait,” Cartaxo said.

But they were barred from 
marrying in a public space. 
That’s where a stranger, Janice 
Berman, comes in. A friend 
contacted Berman, and she 
offered her front lawn, with a 
few yellow spring blooms on 
one of her bushes as back-
drop.

“My husband played the 
‘Wedding March’ for them on 
a speaker,” Berman said. “We 
watched from the porch. It 
was really fun. They were so 
sweet.”

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

One after another, announcements of 
major event cancellations have rocked 
Wisconsin’s tourism industry and local 
economies over the past two months.

From the EAA AirVenture Conven-
tion in Oshkosh and Big Top Chautau-
qua in Bayfield to the Tommy Bartlett 
Show in Wisconsin Dells and Chippewa 
Valley Air Show in Eau Claire, the hits 
from the COVID-19 pandemic just keep 
coming.

The other pillars of the tourism 
industry — restaurants, hotels, resorts 
and retailers — are struggling as well 
under Wisconsin’s safer-at-home order 
intended to slow the spread of the new 

coronavirus.
“Every cancellation and every email 

about a business struggling is heart-
breaking,” said Sara Meaney, state 
tourism secretary designee. “It’s devas-
tating.”

Yet the crushing impact on the state’s 
tourism industry is not surprising. By 
definition, the industry depends on 
people traveling for fun, interacting 
with others and gathering in large 
groups — all things banned or discour-
aged under the safer-at-home order, 
which took effect March 25 and is 
scheduled to end May 26.

The dark spring stands in stark con-
trast to the sparkling economic impact 
numbers released last week by the state 
Department of Tourism for National 
Travel and Tourism Week.

The report indicates that visitors 
spent $13.6 billion in Wisconsin last 
year, creating an estimated $22.2 billion 
in economic impact and supporting 

more than 202,000 jobs. The 2.6% 
increase in spending from 2018 resulted 
in the best year for tourism in the past 
decade.

“It’s a very significant driver of our 
economy in this state,” Meaney told the 
Leader-Telegram. “In the circumstances 
we are now in, we see what happens 
when travel screeches to a halt and 
people are no longer out spending dol-
lars in their local businesses or across 
the state.”

The U.S. Travel Association estimates 
that visitor spending in Wisconsin was 
down nearly $1.5 billion in the eight 
weeks ending May 2.

In the Chippewa Valley, the state re-
port shows combined visitor spending 
totaled $414 million in 2019, including 
$259 million in Eau Claire County, $102 
million in Chippewa County and $53 
million in Dunn County.

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

Wisconsin tourism 
hit hard by pandemic

Officials: Outdoor sites, 
shorter trips could 

spur comeback

Staff Photo by Dan Reiland

State parks have been among the few tourist sites able to attract visitors under Wisconsin’s safer-at-home order. Front to back, 
Claraissa Wheeler, 10, Amylia Wheeler, 8, both of Chippewa Falls, and Evan Renaghan, 9, of Eau Claire walk the trails Thursday 
at Lake Wissota State Park with their moms Rochelle Wheeler and Shireen Renaghan. View more photos at  
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Lawns new wedding venue in the age of coronavirus

Associated Press

Newlyweds Danielle Cartaxo and Ryan Cignarella kiss while 
wearing masks after getting married in West Orange, N.J. Barred 
from getting married in a public space due to lockdown restrictions, 
Cartaxo and Cignarella got married on the front lawn of the home 
of a stranger who offered to help.
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