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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

The first Eau Claire 
County resident to die from 
complications of COVID-19 
was over 65 years old, in a 
high-risk group for virus 
complications and had un-
derlying health conditions, 
Eau Claire health officials 
said Monday.

It is the first death from 
the virus identified in the 
county. The person died 
Sunday, Lieske Giese, 
director of the Eau Claire 
City-County Health De-
partment, said at a Monday 
news conference.

Eau Claire County record-
ed its first case of COVID-19 
on March 19.

The county resident who 
died didn’t know where the 
virus had been contracted, 
Giese noted. The person 
wasn’t aware of any contact 
with a known case, and the 
case wasn’t travel-related.

Roughly one-third of new 
cases in Eau Claire Coun-
ty in the past two weeks 
have been ‘community 
spread’ cases, where the 
people don’t know where 
they could have contracted 
COVID-19, according to 
county data.

The Health Department 
has declined to release 
any other details about the 
person, including their age, 
gender, specific underlying 
conditions and whether or 
not they were hospitalized 
at any point. 

EC County 
has first 

COVID-19 
death 

Officials: Case 
involved ‘high-

risk’ patient 

By Leader-Telegram staff  
and The Associated Press

Under new Wisconsin De-
partment of Public Instruction 
guidelines, school districts 
will likely look very different 
when the 2020 fall semester 
begins.

The DPI on Monday re-
leased new guidelines for 
school districts planning to 
reopen in the fall, an 87-page 
document dubbed “Education 
Forward.”

Districts should be prepared 
to shift between in-person, 
physically distanced and 
online learning throughout 
the year, according to the new 
guidance.

The guidelines include 
teachers, staff and students 
wearing masks, classes with 
no more than 10 students at 
a time and schedules where 
buildings are open as few as 
two days a week, with the 
bulk of instruction continuing 
online only.

“DPI indicates this is sup-
posed to be a fluid document,” 
said Lieske Giese, director of 

the Eau Claire City-County 
Health Department, at a news 
conference Monday. “It will 
likely change over time as 
disease fluctuates.”

Wisconsin schools superin-
tendent Carolyn Stanford Tay-
lor expects schools to open in 
the fall, but said every school 
district should plan for both 

in-person and remote teaching.
“There will need to be social 

distancing, new cleaning and 
disinfecting procedures, and 
changes to how educators deliv-
er instruction,” Stanford Taylor 
said in the new guidance. 
“There will be students who are 
not able to return to school due 
to health concerns and students 
and staff who may be quaran-
tined due to exposure.”

The DPI’s suggestions for 
the fall include:

A four-day week: Students 
go to school, outdoor learning 
spaces or community orga-
nizations for four days each 
week. On the fifth day, schools 
are closed for deep cleaning 
and students will participate 
in virtual learning.

A two-day rotation: Stu-
dents go to school, outdoor 
learning spaces or community 
organizations for two days 
each week (Monday-Tues-
day or Thursday-Friday). On 
the three days they’re not in 
school, students would partici-
pate in virtual learning.

Associated Press

Two men clean windows in the auditorium entrance of Osceola 
High School in this March 10 file photo. Flexibility will be key in re-
opening classrooms in Wisconsin’s 421 public school districts amid 
the coronavirus pandemic, state officials said Monday.

See DEATH  Page 2A

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

A temporary policy 
intended to help 
restaurants struggling 

during the coronavirus pan-
demic could become perma-
nent today.

During it’s 4 p.m. meeting, the Eau 
Claire City Council will vote on chang-
ing a city ordinance that already allows 
restaurants in the downtown and Water 
Street areas to set up tables and chairs 
on the sidewalk during warm seasons.

Scott Allen, the city’s community de-
velopment director, said city staff spent 
several weeks working on the proposed 
ordinance changes and reviewed what 
other Wisconsin communities have 
done.

“Neenah, Green Bay and others have 
taken this approach to do some expand-
ed opportunities to outdoor seating 
in their downtowns,” he said during 

Monday night’s public hearing on the 
ordinance.

Allowing more outdoor seating is 
seen as a way cities can help restaurants 
while their dining room capacities are 
limited during the pandemic due to 
public health recommendations.

Changes proposed to Eau Claire’s 
ordinance would make it faster for 
restaurants to get a permit to create a 
sidewalk cafe area. Instead of seeking 
the City Council’s approval, businesses 
can get the permit by working direct-
ly with city employees. Only in cases 
where there are unique circumstances, 
problems with a restaurant’s permit in 
prior years or objections from neigh-
bors would it go to the council for a 
decision.

Another change to the ordinance 
would let restaurants place tables 
along the front of neighboring build-
ings — if they have written consent 
from the owners and tenants of those 
places.

Using emergency powers granted by 
the council, City Manager Dale Peters 
already had put these changes in place 

about 2½ weeks ago, Allen said. The 
idea for that was so businesses could 
more quickly add seating to take advan-
tage of the recent warm weather.

Though he didn’t have exact num-
bers or names of restaurants that have 
inquired about the expanded outdoor 
seating, Allen said “several have shown 
interest.”

Sidewalk cafe permits normally cost 
between $42 and $238 — depending on 
if it’s an annual renewal or applying for 
the first time, and if the restaurant wants 
to serve alcohol outdoors. But restau-
rants that have sought a permit so far 
this year have gotten them for $0 as part 
of the city’s effort to cut cost burdens 
on businesses struggling during the 
pandemic.

Waiving those fees has been done by 
Peters under the emergency powers he’s 
had since mid-March. Those emergen-
cy powers, which have been renewed 
multiple times, are set to expire today. 
But the council is scheduled to vote this 
afternoon on extending the city’s emer-
gency declaration to July 28.

EXPANDING 
THE EATERIES
City to vote on speeding up sidewalk cafe permits, expanding space

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Clockwise from bottom center, Sue Ellen Kowieski, Caroline Kowieski, Mark Skutley, Carole Skutley, Steve Bethke and Mary 
Lynn Skutley enjoy time together Monday outside Acoustic Cafe in downtown Eau Claire. The City Council will vote today on 
changes to ordinances to speed up the process for restaurants using part of public sidewalks for their seating.

See CITY  Page 2A

distanced classrooms: dPI releases fall 
semester guidelines for school districts

See SCHOOLS  Page 2A


