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» Cameron schools end 
mask requirement
Decision goes against advice of 
health officials. Page 3A

» Mourning doves 
return to Northland
Eau Claire area enjoys their 
company year-round. Page 6B
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UW-EC, Mayo 
collaborate on 
cancer research
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STAY HEALTHY

S
hortly before dawn, 
the Easter Bunny is 
roused to work by 

the buzz of his alarm. He 
groans, searching for a 
snooze but-
ton.

“Tut, tut,” 
says Mrs. 
Easter Bunny, 
“time to get 
to work.”

“Just five 
more ...”

“Tut, tut,” 
Mrs. Easter Bunny repeats, 
an edge in her voice. “And 
don’t wake the baby on the 
way out.”

Ejected from the burrow, 
the Easter Bunny makes his 
way toward the basket of 
eggs and fulfills his mission, 
hiding the hardboiled gems 
with a little less gusto than 
in the past.

But cut him some slack; 
it’s been a tough year, even 
for the Easter Bunny. If he 
looks more sluggish than 
usual, it’s because he is. And 
if his cotton ball tail appears 
grayer, well, pretend like 
you don’t notice. 

By Elliot Spagat  

and Alexandra Jaffe 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
government picked up nearly 
19,000 children traveling alone 
across the Mexican border in 
March, authorities said Thurs-
day, the largest monthly number 
ever recorded and a major test 
for President Joe Biden as he re-
verses many of his predecessor’s 
hard-line immigration tactics.

A complex mix of factors in 
the United States and Central 
America drove the increase. It 
has coincided with the Biden 
administration’s decision to ex-
empt unaccompanied children 
from pandemic-related powers 
to immediately expel most peo-
ple from the country without 

giving them an opportunity to 
seek asylum. Children are in-
stead released to “sponsors” in 
the U.S., usually parents or close 
relatives, while being allowed 
to pursue their cases in heavily 
backlogged immigration courts.

The Border Patrol encoun-
tered 18,663 unaccompanied 
children in March, well above 
previous highs of 11,475 in May 
2019 and 10,620 in June 2014. 
The agency started publishing 
the numbers in 2009. Before 
then, adults made up the vast 
majority of those crossing the 
border.

March’s count was roughly 
double those encountered by 
the Border Patrol in February 
and more than five times the 
number in March 2020.

The huge increase in children 

traveling alone — some as 
young as 3 — and families has 
severely strained border holding 
facilities, which aren’t allowed 
to hold people for more than 
three days but often do. It’s left 

the government scrambling to 
find space and hire staff to care 
for children longer term until 
they can be placed with spon-
sors.

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

SAWDUST STORIES

Measuring 
mortality

Thoughts on an 
Easter morning

B.J. Hollars

See SAWDUST  Page 2A

Kids alone at border numbers hit all-time high
18,663 unaccompanied children 

encountered in March

Associated Press

Young unaccompanied migrants, from ages 3 to 9, watch television 
inside a playpen at the U.S. Customs and Border Protection facility, 
the main detention center for unaccompanied children in the Rio 
Grande Valley, March 30 in Donna, Texas. 

By Sarah Seifert

Leader-Telegram staff

E
AU CLAIRE — One of the largest COVID-19 vaccine 
clinics in the Chippewa Valley began administering 
shots on Thursday.

UW-Eau Claire’s Zorn Arena has been 
temporarily transformed from a basket-
ball fieldhouse into a mass vaccination 
site.

Health care workers were scheduled 
to give out 700 doses there on the first 
day of operation.

Before the site opened to the public 
Thursday, staffers and volunteers were 
setting up the 10 vaccination booths and 
making final preparations.

“Having a location where we will get 
3,500 first doses every week is an amaz-
ing step forward for our vaccine efforts 
in Eau Claire County,” said Lieske Giese, 
director of the Eau Claire City-County 

Health Department.
The new regional site is at Zorn Are-

na, 121 Garfield Ave. The Pfizer vaccine, 
a two-dose shot, will be available there.

The shots will be administered three 
weeks apart. The Pfizer vaccine is the 
only one currently authorized for peo-
ple aged 16 and 17.

As of Monday, everyone in Wisconsin 
16 and older is eligible to get a vaccine.

Hundreds of volunteers are pitching 
in at Zorn Arena to help vaccinations 
run smoothly, said Mike Knuth, UW-Eau 
Claire’s public information officer.

The Eau Claire City-County Health 
Department and UW-Eau Claire are 

overseeing the site, but the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and 
Wisconsin National Guard staff are also 
pitching in.

“They’ve come from all over the coun-
try to make this happen,” said Grace 
Crickette, UW-Eau Claire vice chancel-
lor of finance and administration.

UW-Eau Claire nursing students are 
also helping get shots in arms.

“We have many very eager, excited 
undergraduate and graduate nursing 
students who are loving this opportuni-
ty to help with vaccinations,” said Debra 
Jansen, associate dean for the College of 
Nursing and Health Sciences.

Getting vaccinated at Zorn Arena is 
free, Giese said. The site won’t ask for 
proof of health insurance or citizenship.

The site plans to begin giving out 700 
doses per day, a total of 3,500 shots per 
week, with the capacity to administer 
more depending on supply. 

‘An amazing step’
Mass vaccination site opens at Zorn Arena

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Kristy Polden, left, and Paulette Magur of the Eau Claire City-County Health Department set up 10 vaccine stations Thursday 
afternoon at UW-Eau Claire’s Zorn Arena, in preparation for the mass vaccination site that would begin vaccinating community 
members later that day. Officials say the site will distribute 3,500 vaccine doses per week to start. View more photos at Leader-
TelegramPhotos.com.

See BORDER  Page 2A

See VACCINES  Page 6A
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