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WASHINGTON (AP) — Infla-
tion jumped at its fastest pace in 
nearly 40 years last month, a 7% 
spike from a year earlier that is 
increasing household expenses, 
eating into wage gains and heap-
ing pressure on President Joe 
Biden and the Federal Reserve 
to address what has become 
the biggest threat to the U.S. 
economy.

Prices have risen sharply for 
cars, gas, food and furniture as 
part of a rapid recovery from 
the pandemic recession that 
was fueled by vast infusions 
of government aid and emer-
gency intervention by the Fed, 
which slashed interest rates. 
As Americans have ramped up 
spending, supply chains have 
been squeezed by shortages of 
workers and raw materials.

“Inflation ended 2021 very 
hot,” said Ben Ayers, senior 
economist at Nationwide. Ayers 

and other economists say prices 
may cool off some as snags 
in the supply chain ease, but 
inflation will remain elevated 
throughout 2022.

The Labor Department re-

ported Wednesday that its mea-
sure of inflation that excludes 
volatile food and gas prices 
jumped 5.5% in December, the 
fastest such increase since 1991. 
Inflation rose 0.5% overall from 

November, down from 0.8% the 
previous month.

Nicole Pomije, a bakery 
owner in Minnesota, said she is 
increasing prices for her cookies 
because of surging costs for 
butter and other ingredients.

Her basic cookies were priced 
at 99 cents each, while premium 
versions such as white choco-
late were selling for $1.50 each. 
But Pomije said she will have to 
bump up the prices of her basic 
cookies to the premium price.

“We have to make money,” 
she said. “We are a business. We 
don’t want to lose our custom-
ers. But I think we might.”

Rising prices have wiped out 
the healthy pay increases that 
many Americans have been 
receiving, making it harder for 
households, especially lower-in-
come families, to afford basic 
expenses. 

Inflation up 7% in past year, most since 1982

Associated Press

A selection of beef cuts is displayed at a Publix Supermarket on Oct. 
20, 2021, in Miami. 

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Chippewa 
Valley residents will once 
again have the opportunity 
this weekend to watch people 
soar up to 300 feet through 
the air.

That means, of course, that 
it’s time once again for the 
annual ski jumping tourna-
ment at Silver Mine Hill in 
the town of Union.

The 136th Silver Mine 
Invitational, scheduled Friday 
night and Saturday, is expect-
ed to attract about 40 of the 
top jumpers from around the 
United States to the 90-meter 
hill just west of Eau Claire.

“It’s a pretty dynamic 
sport,” said organizer Dan 
Mattoon, who is heading to 
China soon to be a ski jump-
ing judge at the 2022 Winter 
Olympic Games. “Seeing 
athletes flying through the 
air almost a football field in 
length is pretty amazing.”

The Silver Mine Hill record 
is 96 meters, or 315 feet, set 
by Slovenia’s Mikael Kveder 
in 2014.

This year’s invitational 
will be composed of three 
separate events — a junior 
world qualifier and national 
U.S. Cup series competition 
on Friday night and the Up-
per Midwestern-based Five 
Hills series tournament on 
Saturday. The junior world 
qualifier also will include a 
nordic combined event, with 
the 5-kilometer cross country 
skiing portion scheduled at 
8 a.m. Saturday on the new 
Silver Mine course.

Volunteers are putting the 
finishing touches on the hill 
this week. They plan to cut 
tracks today in the icy run 
on the 150-foot-tall scaffold 
where jumpers begin their 
descent, said Paul Jastrow, 
chief of competition.

With a relatively coopera-
tive forecast calling for a high 
of about 17 degrees on both 
Friday and Saturday, Jastrow 
is hopeful the tournament 
will attract at least the usual 
2,000 to 3,000 spectators.

For folks concerned about 
the cold, the site will offer 
several bonfires and a large 
warming tent with windows 
overlooking the landing area.

Spectators have the option 
of choosing from among 
several viewing areas, includ-
ing a stairway that runs the 

length of the hill, a flat area 
to the side of K-point (the 
spot about 85 meters from 
the end of the jump where 
the hill begins to flatten out), 
a space surrounding the spot 
where skiers end their runs at 
the bottom of the hill and the 
hospitality tent at the base of 
the hill.

“The best location to watch 
is up on the shelf, one level 
up. That gets you closer to 
the action where you can 
literally hear the sound of 
jumpers flying by,” said 

Mattoon, who recommends 
spectators take in the action 
from several vantage points. 
“It’s pretty exhilerating to 
watch, that’s for sure.”

The tent contains a DJ, 
beer garden, concessions and 
activities for kids.

For the uninitiated, Mat-
toon compared watching the 
ski jumping tournament with 
attending a NASCAR race, 
meaning people can’t really 
comprehend the speeds and 
distances attained by compet-
itors until they see the events 

in person.
“Being there is amazing,” 

he said.
The COVID-19 pandemic 

will take a toll on the draw, 
as the usual contingent of 
world-class jumpers from 
Europe will be absent be-
cause of lengthy quarantine 
requirements for people 
returning to many European 
countries.

“We still feel it will be a 
great event,” Mattoon said.

Recognizing the compe-
tition is taking place in the 
midst of a surge in COVID-19 
cases caused by the omicron 
variant, Jastrow noted that 
outdoor activities have been 
shown to carry a much lower 
risk of spreading the virus.

“It’s a great place to go if 
you want to be outdoors,” 
Jastrow said, “and there’s a 
lot of room to spread out for 
people who want to social 
distance.”

Contact: 715-833-9209, eric.
lindquist@ecpc.com, @eal-
scoop on Twitter

Taking flight
Ski jumpers 

landing in EC 
for Silver Mine 

Invitational
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Jesse Anibus, left, and Hunter Folstad jack hammer the final stakes into the ground Wednesday 
for the hospitality tent and beer garden that will keep spectators warm during the 136th Silver 
Mine Invitational this weekend. The event will take place Friday and Saturday at Silver Mine 
Hill in the town of Union.

If You Go
• What: 136th Silver Mine Invitational ski-jumping tournament.
• Where: Silver Mine Hill, 2770 Silvermine Drive.
• When: Friday — Gates open at 4:30 p.m., opening ceremonies 

at 6:40 p.m., tournament jumping begins at 7 p.m.; Satur-
day — Gates open at 9 a.m., cross country ski competition at 
9 a.m., Skijoring demonstrations at 1:30 and 3:30 p.m., opening 
ceremonies at 1:40 p.m., tournament jumping at 2 p.m., Long 
Standing Jump at 4:30 p.m.

• Cost: $15 in advance and $25 at the gate; veterans, active mili-
tary personnel and children 12 and younger are free. Tickets are 
available at local Kwik Trip locations, Prestige Auto and online 
at bit.ly/3GpahPm.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Eau 
Claire area developers 
are suing a branch of the 
UW-Eau Claire Foundation 
for allegedly reneging on 
rights to develop a portion 
of the Sonnentag Complex 
site.

Companies owned by 
business partners Robb 
Majeski and Peter Hoeft 
filed the civil lawsuit on 
Wednesday afternoon 
against the Blugold Real 
Estate Foundation in Eau 
Claire County Court. 
Attorney Matthew Meyer 
of law firm Weld Riley is 
representing the develop-
ers.

The lawsuit accuses the 
foundation’s real estate 
arm of misrepresenting its 
intentions to develop part 
of the Sonnentag site and 
breaching a contract with 
the pair of developers, who 
had invested their own 
money into the project.

Developers 
sue Blugold 
Real Estate
Lawsuit alleges 

pact broken 
for part of 

Sonnentag site
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