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» Few Rice Lake 
businesses open fully
City Council, mayor had voted 
to defy state safer-at-home 
order. Page 3A

» Lumberjack World 
Championships nixed
Hayward event forced to 
change plans because of virus. 
Page 5A
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for virtual 
commencement
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON — Outdoor 
enthusiasts overwhelmingly 
rejected Wisconsin wildlife 
officials’ proposals to dra-
matically reshape the state’s 
gun deer hunting structure 
to bolster the waning sport, 
a survey released Wednes-
day shows.

The state Department of 
Natural Resources has been 
working for years to rekindle 
interest in deer hunting as 
hunters age out of the sport 
and more young people 
ignore the outdoors. DNR 
records show that total gun 
deer license sales dropped 
nearly 16% between 1994 and 
last year. Sales to Wisconsin 
residents have dropped by 
nearly 20% over that span.

The DNR planned to sub-
mit questions about reform-
ing the gun deer season to 
attendees at the Wisconsin 
Conservation Congress’ 
statewide spring hearings 
April 13. The congress is an 
influential group of sports-
men who advise the DNR on 
policy decisions.

The congress ultimately 
canceled the hearings due to 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and conducted an online 
survey instead. 
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By Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON — New budget 
figures for Wisconsin released 
Wednesday show an $870 million 
drop-off in tax collections last 
month, the latest stark sign of how 
much the coronavirus pandemic is 
hurting the state’s economy.

The bleak but expected budget 
figures came as pressure continued 
to build on Democratic Gov. Tony 
Evers to reopen business in the 
state faster and loosen his “safer at 
home” order that runs until May 
26.

Former Republican U.S. Senate 
candidate Eric Hovde, a millionaire 
Madison businessman, joined the 
conservative chorus against Evers, 
launching a television ad Wednes-
day arguing for the immediate 
reopening of the state.

The nonpartisan Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau told lawmakers that 
state tax collections were down 
$870 million in April, the first 
full month of the safer-at-home 
order, compared to April 2019. Tax 
collections were down $313 million 
between July and April compared 
to the same 10-month period the 
previous fiscal year. Evers has 
projected a $2 billion loss over the 
current budget that runs through 
June 2021.

The memo said several variables 
could help the state’s budget in the 
coming months, including Evers’ 
order to cut spending 5%, expected 
to save $70 million. Some of the 
$2 billion in federal aid could go 
toward the budget shortfall, and 
the state has about $844 million 
in savings that could be used, the 
memo said.

But the numbers will only add to 
the pressure on Evers from busi-
nesses, Republican lawmakers and 
others. A protest to urge a faster 
reopening attracted about 1,500 
people to the Capitol last month. 
The Wisconsin Supreme Court 
heard arguments Tuesday, and 
could rule any day, on a Republi-
can-brought lawsuit that seeks to 
block the safer-at-home order.

The Hovde ad, along with a new 
website with a petition calling for 
reopening, are the first public proj-
ects of a group he created called 
Our Future Matters. Hovde ran 
for the Republican nomination for 
Senate in 2012 but came second in 
the primary to former Gov. Tommy 
Thompson. The banker, investor 
and developer flirted with another 
run for Senate in 2018 but did not 
get in. Hovde has said he’s consid-
ering running again in 2022.

“It’s time to open Wisconsin 
given the data and the consequenc-
es of the shutdown,” Hovde said in 
a statement. “Decisions are being 
made to lock down our state that 
are having both severe negative 
economic and health consequences 
for our citizens.”
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Associated Press

Eric Hovde, then-candidate for the 
U.S. Senate, gives his concession 
speech to supporters during his 
election night party Aug. 15, 2012, 
in Pewaukee. Hovde has launched a 
television ad arguing for the imme-
diate reopening of businesses.

Frustrating 
time

Deaf, hard of hearing community facing 
added challenges under COVID-19

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

After showing possible symptoms 
of COVID-19, Marcee Stein was 
tested for the virus last month at a 
Mayo Clinic Health System drive-th-
ru facility. She received a negative 
result two days later.

Stein, who is hard of hearing, 
went through the testing alone. That 
made it tough to understand instruc-
tions because workers wore masks. 
In the unusual, confusing scenario, 
Stein didn’t know if she could ask 
for an interpreter. She simply want-
ed to finish the process.

The test itself was painful, and 
Stein said her nose bled at one point.

“It was difficult and scary,” Stein 
said. “All I could do on the way 
home was just cry. This is such a 
weird, weird time to be living in 
right now.”

For people who are deaf and hard 
of hearing, the past two months have 
added frustrations to the isolation 
and uncertainty experienced under 
COVID-19. Some feel left behind 
regarding timely information, and 
basic communication now presents 
a challenge. Visiting a store, talking 
with co-workers and conversing 
with friends are all more difficult.

Rachel Kohn, an American Sign 
Language interpreter for the Eau 
Claire school district, worries about 
the isolating effect on deaf and hard 
of hearing students who may al-
ready feel disconnected from peers.

Most people in the Chippewa Val-
ley who are deaf and hard of hearing 
communicate using American Sign 
Language. ASL, which is a separate 
language from English, involves 
body movements and facial expres-
sions, which are much more difficult 
to understand if someone is wearing 
gloves and a mask as public health 
precautions. Some people, such 
as Stein, are also adept at lipread-
ing, but that is nearly impossible if 
someone’s mouth is covered.

People interviewed understand 
why and appreciate that residents 
are taking steps to slow the spread 
of COVID-19. Nonetheless, the 
health precautions add to the stress-
es of daily life.

Timely communication
To ease the difficulty, several peo-

ple who are deaf and hard of hearing 
mentioned the importance of having 
a certified ASL interpreter at me-
dia briefings currently held three 
times per week by the Eau Claire 
City-County Health Department.

Lieske Giese, Eau Claire 
City-County Health Department 
director, said an interpreter cannot 
attend the briefings in person be-
cause of “social distancing protocols 
as well as limits on the number of 
people available in a room.”

Recently, recordings of the brief-
ings have become available on the 
Health Department Facebook page 
shortly after the briefings conclude. 
People can watch a recording with 
captions or with a local ASL in-
terpreter, who also signs on her 
personal Facebook account during 
briefing livestreams.

“It has been a priority of ours to 
get the most accurate and up to date 
information out to our community 
members in a way that meets their 
needs,” Giese wrote in an email. 
“Social distancing protocols and 
technology limitations have led to 
some challenges, but we continue to 
work with community members and 
advocates to get information out 
through a variety of media channels 
through a variety of languages.”

Residents appreciated that measures 
have been taken but say they could be 
better. An ASL interpreter is part of 
media briefings led by Gov. Tony Evers 
and other state officials, and Stein 
mentioned that La Crosse County has 
had an interpreter virtually alongside 
its Health Department director since 
the briefings began in March.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Marcee Stein is pictured Monday. Stein is one of many people in the deaf 
and hard of hearing community facing additional information and commu-
nication challenges under COVID-19. View more photos at LeaderTele-
gramPhotos.com.
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