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GOT A NEWS TIP?

BALANCING ACT

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Lisbon Johnson, 5, keeps her balance on her new Christmas skates Wednesday at Boyd Park in Eau 
Claire. She was with her parents Casey and Bridget Johnson and sister Jovie. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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WASHINGTON — 
Northwestern Wiscon-
sin’s two congressmen 
split along partisan lines 
in Wednesday’s historic 
House vote to impeach 
President Donald Trump a 
second time.

Democratic Rep. Ron 
Kind of La Crosse said 
Wednesday that he 
planned to vote for the 
article of impeachment 
against Trump for “incite-

ment of insurrection” over 
last week’s deadly mob 
siege at the U.S. Capitol. 
The vote came a week 
after Trump encouraged 
supporters at a rally to 
“fight like hell” against 
November’s election 
results shortly before the 
raid in which five peo-
ple died and significant 
damage was done to the 
Capitol.

“If what happened last 
Wednesday is not an im-
peachable offense, there 
is not an impeachable 

offense,” Kind said in a 
Zoom press conference 
moments before the 232-
197 vote to make Trump 
the first president to be 
impeached twice.

“Last Wednesday was 
a dark day in our nation’s 
history,” Kind said in a 
statement. “After months 
of peddling the Big Lie 
that a free and fair elec-
tion he lost was stolen 
from him, President 
Trump incited a violent 
insurrection in an at-
tempt to overturn the will 
of the voters. Five people 
died as a result of this at-
tack — including a Unit-
ed States Capitol Police 
officer. It’s critical that 

everyone 
involved in 
this unprec-
edented as-
sault on our 
democracy 
is held ac-
countable, 
including 
President 
Trump.”

However, Republican 
Rep. Tom Tiffany of 
Minocqua joined all five 
GOP members of Wis-
consin’s congressional 
delegation in opposing 
impeachment.

In a statement, Tiffany 
said “Speaker (Nancy) 
Pelosi’s decision to move 
forward with another par-

tisan effort 
to remove 
the presi-
dent from 
office with 
just days 
remaining 
in his term 
is unneces-

sary.”
Though Tiffany has 

condemned the violence, 
he argued the “rushed 
and irresponsible reim-
peachment push” would 
inflame an already volatile 
situation.

“It is now time for all 
of us — Democrats and 
Republicans alike — to 
turn down the tempera-
ture, condemn criminal 

violence and intimidation 
on all sides, stop the po-
litical score-settling, and 
move on with the business 
of the American people,” 
said Tiffany, who joined 
GOP Rep. Scott Fitzgerald 
as the only Wisconsin 
members of Congress 
who voted last week to 
overturn Joe Biden’s pres-
idential victory in the key 
swing states of Arizona 
and Pennsylvania.

But Kind maintained 
Trump must be held ac-
countable for his actions 
in inciting the violence 
and that his early removal 
from office is necessary to 
protect the country.

Congressmen split on impeachment
Kind says accountability 

needed; Tiffany calls  
action unnecessary

TiffanyKind
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CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
A total of 2,027 Chippewa 
County residents have 
received at least one 
COVID-19 vaccine shot as 
of Wednesday morning, 
said Public Health Direc-
tor Angela Weideman. A 
week ago, she estimated 
that per-
haps 500 
people 
had been 
immu-
nized.

Weide-
man is 
confident 
that vac-
cinations can continue at 
that rate.

“Right now, it does look 
like we should be able 
to do 1,000 per week,” 
Weideman said during 
her weekly COVID-19 
press conference.

Weideman said shots 
are now being given at 
her office, at health clin-
ics, and some pharmacies 
are signing up to help 
administer them. With so 
many options, Weideman 
is optimistic the county 
can continue to meet or 
exceed 1,000 vaccines a 
week.

“That’s great news for 
public health,” she said.

Chippewa County has 
an estimated population 
of about 66,000 residents, 
and Weideman noted 

that means roughly 1 in 
every 32 county residents 
have received at least one 
dose.

Chippewa County 
goal: 1,000  

shots a week

Weideman
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EAU CLAIRE — Gov. 
Tony Evers declared 2021 
the “Year of Broadband 
Access” in his State of the 
State speech on Tuesday, 
and the issue immediately 
generated rare bipartisan 
support among west-cen-
tral Wisconsin legislators.

Republicans and Demo-
crats alike issued state-
ments expressing support 
for expanding broadband 
access in the state.

In his virtual speech, 
Evers said the state bud-
get proposal he will unveil 
next month will include 
nearly $200 million for 
broadband improvement.

“I am excited the Gov-
ernor sees the need for 
broadband expansion in 
our state,” said Rep. Jesse 
James, R-Altoona. “This 
is an issue which we can 
work together on to en-
sure our rural communi-

ties have access to broad-
band. Now, more than 
ever, we need to make 
the investment to ensure 
our communities, some 
who don’t have access to 
broadband, can be a part 
of the future and move 
Wisconsin Forward.”

Sen. Jeff Smith, D-town 
of Brunswick, said he was 
especially pleased to see 
the governor highlight the 
digital divide affecting 
rural communities and 
made more apparent by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sen. Kathy Bernier, 
R-Lake Hallie, and Rep. 
Jodi Emerson, D-Eau 
Claire, also mentioned 
broadband expansion as a 
potential point of biparti-
san agreement.

However, cooperation 
isn’t assured. Fresh-
man Rep. Donna Rozar, 
R-Marshfield, said she 
supports broadband 
expansion but warned, 
“It will be a challenge to 
find $200 million in this 

budget.”
Evers also announced 

he was calling a special 
session for the Legislature 
to fix the state’s anti-
quated unemployment 
payment system, prompt-
ing area Republicans to 
criticize his administra-
tion’s handling of the 
program that left many 
jobless Wisconsinites 
waiting months for need-
ed assistance.

James and Bernier said 
they also are disappointed 
in the administration’s 
slow rollout of COVID-19 
vaccinations, with James 
calling for Evers to lay out 
a comprehensive plan so 
residents know when they 
can expect to have access 
to the vaccine.

Emerson said the pan-
demic underscored issues 
such as unequal access to 
health care, inadequate 
rural broadband infra-
structure and an outdated 
unemployment system 
that existed long before 

COVID-19 hit Wisconsin 
and insisted it is crucial 
that legislators move 
forward by addressing the 
issues together.

Rep. Warren Petryk, 
R-town of Washington, 
said the state of the state 
is continuing to improve, 
crediting the Legislature’s 
actions over the past de-
cade that he says enabled 
people to keep more of 
their own money and put 
the state in a better posi-
tion financially to recover 
from the effects of the 
pandemic.

While Smith acknowl-
edged Wisconsin is still 
working to overcome the 
public health crisis, he 
said he appreciated Evers’ 
message, which Smith 
described as “one of 
positivity and optimism, 
despite the unprecedent-
ed challenges we faced in 
the past year.”

Contact: 715-833-9209, 
eric.lindquist@ecpc.com, 
@ealscoop on Twitter

Legislators back Evers’ call for 
broadband expansion in state
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EAU CLAIRE — A 
Fall Creek woman has 
been charged in connec-
tion with a September 
two-vehicle crash on U.S. 
12 between Fall Creek 
and Augusta that killed 
an Osseo man.

Nancy J. Haldeman, 
64, 8201 Nine Mile Creek 
Road, is charged in Eau 
Claire County Court 
with a felony count of 
homicide by negligent 
operation of a vehicle. She 
was negligent because 
she caused the crash by 
passing another vehicle in 
heavy fog, authorities said.

Haldeman is scheduled 
to make her initial court 
appearance on Feb. 3.

According to the 
criminal complaint and 
the Eau Claire County 
Sheriff’s Office:

Authorities were called 

to the crash scene in 
the town of Lincoln at 
6:15 a.m. Sept. 10.

A 2008 silver Chevro-
let Trailblazer driven by 
Haldeman was eastbound 
on U.S. 12 and attempted 
to pass a vehicle in the 
dark in heavy fog. During 
the attempt, Haldeman’s 
vehicle struck a 2003 ma-
roon Chevrolet Suburban 
head on. The driver of the 
Suburban, Ricky A. Bahr, 
49, died at the scene.

Haldeman was treated 
for her injuries at an area 
hospital. She had been in 
critical condition.

A witness told au-
thorities she was behind 
Haldeman’s vehicle 
before the crash. The 
witness said Haldeman’s 
vehicle “peeked out 
from behind the vehicle 
in front of her to pass 
but came back into their 
lane.”

authorities: 
Woman negligent 

in fatal crash

More 
Information

COVID-19 cases in Wis-
consin, as of Wednesday

(Number in parenthe-
sis is the increase in the 
past day)
Barron .............4,772 (+12);

61 deaths (+3)
Buffalo ............ 1,132 (+31); 

7 deaths
Chippewa .......6,355 (+12), 

72 deaths (+2)
Clark.................2,945 (+9); 

54 deaths
Dunn ...............3,757 (+23), 

25 deaths
Eau Claire ..... 9,921 (+65); 

89 deaths (+1)
Jackson ............ 2,476 (+4); 

19 deaths (+1)
Pepin .................... 741 (+8);

6 deaths
Pierce ........................ 3,162; 

30 deaths
Rusk .................. 1,176 (+8); 

14 deaths
St. Croix ..........5,751 (+20); 

32 deaths
Trempealeau ... 3,140 (+8); 

31 deaths

State ........513,270 (+2,134)
Deaths ............. 5,248 (+37)

Source: Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services
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