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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

All four semesters of Cadie 
Monson’s journey toward her 
associate degree at Chippewa 
Valley Technical College in-
cluded stints in hospitals.

Tending to her own medical 
needs along with her newborn 
daughter were challenges on 
her path to helping other peo-
ple in a field now in the spot-
light during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

But through her own perse-
verance and some help from 
family and CVTC faculty, the 
27-year-old is graduating Friday 
from the college’s respiratory 
therapy program.

“It feels so awesome,” she 
said. “I still can’t believe that I 
did it.”

Originally from Barron, Mon-
son is now living in Bloomer 
with her daughter, Paetyn, and 
fiance, Andrew Marquardt. The 
couple’s nuptials are on hold 
right now due to precautions 
against spreading COVID-19 
that are preventing large gath-
erings.

Going for it
Prior to going for her asso-

ciate degree, Monson worked 
as a medical assistant for Mayo 
Clinic Health System in Eau 
Claire.

She considered seeking a 
degree in nursing, but the wait 
list to get into that program 
made her ponder other options. 
Her sister-in-law suggested she 
consider respiratory therapy as 
another in-demand career in 
medicine that also has a pro-

gram available through CVTC, 
but with a shorter wait to get in.

Indeed, Monson opted for it 
and began her education right 
away, even though she already 
had a baby on the way due to 
arrive in spring 2019.

“I didn’t think twice about it, 
I just accepted it,” she said.

As she began her educa-
tion to become a respiratory 
therapist in fall 2018, Monson 
encountered a dangerous com-
plication brought on by the dia-
betes that she’d been managing 
her whole life. Diabetic keto-
acidosis — a condition when 
insulin levels are too low and 
the body burns fat, which then 
leads to a harmful buildup of 
acids in the bloodstream — led 
her to get it treated at a local 
hospital.

FINALLY, TIME 
TO BREATHE

Becoming a mom, dealing with diabetes and entering a field on the  
front lines of coronavirus were part of Cadie Monson’s two years at CVTC

Contributed photo

Cadie Monson holds her daughter, Paetyn, who turned 1 in March. Monson had her daughter in the 
middle of her second semester in the respiratory therapist program at Chippewa Valley Technical Col-
lege. Not letting challenges of being a new mom and managing diabetes slow down her education, Mon-
son is graduating this week in an associate degree and has already begun working at a local hospital.

If You Go
What: Chippewa 
Valley spring 2020 
virtual commence-
ment ceremony 
video broadcast.

When: 7 p.m. 
Friday.

Where: facebook.
com/ChippewaVal-
leyTechnicalCollege.

Who: CVTC 
President Bruce 
Barker and former 
student association 
President Rachael 
Winterling will give 
addresses to honor 
757 graduates.

CVTC 
Grads
• The CVTC pro-

gram with the 
most graduates 
on Friday is the 
101 students who 
will be getting 
their associate 
degree in nurs-
ing.

• The business 
management and 
criminal justice 
programs follow 
with 45 and 
43 graduates, 
respectively.

• This spring’s 
class also in-
cludes CVTC’s 
first graduates 
in its newer pro-
grams in culinary 
management 
and gas utility 
construction and 
service. Both pro-
grams have nine 
graduates.

• Following 
Friday’s virtual 
commencement, 
an in-person 
ceremony is 
scheduled for 
July 30 in con-
junction with 
CVTC’s summer 
class graduation. 
That ceremony’s 
location is yet to 
be announced.

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

Eau Claire County has two 
active public health investiga-
tions involving COVID-19. The 
investigations are taking place 
in one group home and one 
workplace and were initiated 
by two or more positive coro-
navirus cases in a building.

Lieske Giese, Eau Claire 
City-County Health De-
partment director, declined 
to name those entities for 
confidentiality reasons but 
said people who live and 
work in the settings have 
been notified and are taking 
precautions.

An investigation entails 
working to make sure a 
spread is contained. Giese 
said the specifics depend 
on the facility in which 
COVID-19 cases occurred.

“We don’t empty out or 
close down a facility just 
because there is a case 
of COVID-19,” Giese said 
during a Wednesday media 
briefing. “We do work with 
every facility to make sure 
that the right response 
happens.”

That response includes 
people who came in close 
contact with an infected 
individual quarantining for 
14 days. 

Pair of 
COVID-19 

probes 
open in 

Eau Claire 
County

One in 
workplace, one 
in group home

By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON — The Wisconsin 
Supreme Court struck down 
Gov. Tony Evers’ coronavirus 
safer-at-home order Wednesday, 
ruling that his administration 
overstepped its authority when 
it extended the mandate for an-
other month without consulting 
legislators.

The 4-3 ruling essentially 
reopens the state, lifting caps on 
the size of gatherings, allowing 
people to travel as they please 
and allowing shuttered busi-
nesses to reopen, including bars 
and restaurants. The Tavern 
League of Wisconsin swiftly 
posted the news on its web-

site, telling members, “You can 
OPEN IMMEDIATELY!”

The decision let stand lan-
guage that had closed schools, 
however, and local governments 
can still impose their own 
health restrictions. In Dane 
County, home to the capital of 
Madison, officials quickly im-
posed a mandate incorporating 
most of the statewide order.

Chief Justice Patience Rog-
gensack wrote for the majority 
that Health Secretary Andrea 
Palm’s order amounted to an 
emergency rule that she doesn’t 
have the power to create on her 
own, and also imposes criminal 
penalties beyond her powers.

“Rule-making exists pre-
cisely to ensure that kind of 
controlling, subjective judge-
ment asserted by one unelected 
official, Palm, is not imposed in 
Wisconsin,” Roggensack, part 
of the court’s 5-2 conservative 
majority, wrote.

Rebecca Dallet, one of the 

court’s liberal justices, dissent-
ed. She wrote that the court’s 
decision will “undoubtedly go 
down as one of the most blatant 
examples of judicial activism in 
this court’s history. And it will 
be Wisconsinites who pay the 
price.”

Dallet also took aim at the 
potential delay set up by a 
rule-making process, writ-
ing: “A review of the tedious 
multi-step process required 
to enact an emergency rule 
illustrates why the Legisla-
ture authorized DHS to issue 
statewide orders to control 
contagion.”

Neither Evers nor top Repub-
licans immediately responded 
to requests for comment.

Before the court ruled 
Wednesday, Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos said he thought it 
unlikely the economy would 
immediately reopen if the court 
ruled in the GOP’s favor, citing 
the need to negotiate with 
Evers. He said he preferred a 
statewide reopening but said 
he also would consider a more 
regional reopening based on the 
impact of the virus in different 
areas, the Wisconsin State Jour-
nal reported.

safer-at-home extension struck down
4-3 ruling 

essentially reopens 
state, but local 

restrictions allowed

Associated Press

Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers 
speaks during an interview with 
The Associated Press Dec. 4 in his 
Statehouse office in Madison.
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