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» Home sale decline 
eases in June
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wants masks required
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passage would be doubtful. 
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By Marcia Dunn
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— Astronauts squeezed in 
one last spacewalk Tuesday 
before turning their atten-
tion to the all-important 
end to SpaceX’s first crew 
flight.

Making their fourth and 
final spacewalk in under a 
month, NASA’s Bob Behnken 
and Chris Cassidy whipped 
through a variety of main-
tenance tasks outside the 
International Space Station.

Instead of swapping bat-
teries, they routed cables, 
hooked up a tool storage 
chest and removed thermal 
shielding from a docking 
port that will house a com-
mercial airlock later this 
year.

Behnken had to scrape 
away a shiny metallic blob 
— some sort of debris — 
from the round rim of the 
port. This port is the future 
home of a domed airlock 
provided by the Hous-
ton-based company Nan-
oracks to release satellites 
and experiments into open 
space.

SpaceX will launch this 
first-ever commercial air-
lock this fall.

It was the 10th spacewalk 
in each astronaut’s career, 
tying the U.S. record set 
by previous space station 
residents. 

spaceX’s 
first crew 

flight 
nears end
Astronauts took 
4 spacewalk in 
under a month

By Sarah Seifert 
Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire school board is slat-
ed to take up a discussion of mak-
ing masks mandatory inside school 

buildings — except for meals, athletics and 
other special situations — sometime this 
summer before classes begin on Sept. 2.

The discussion on masks 
comes at the request of sev-
eral board members; member 
Joshua Clements proposed 
the mask requirement policy 
at a meeting Monday night, 
but the discussion was 
postponed for later in the 
summer.

A policy requiring stu-
dents, employees and staff 
to wear masks most of the 
time inside school buildings 
would mean a step past the 
policy in a reopening plan 
approved by the board Mon-
day night.

According to the approved 

plan, masks are only required 
when physical distancing 
isn’t possible. School admin-
istrators said Monday that 
students and teachers will 
be distanced within their 
classrooms.

It’s unclear if under the 
current plan students are 
required to wear masks on 
school buses.

“We’re having conversa-
tions about masks on the 
buses and whether or not 
that’s something that we’ll 
consider,” said Kim Koller, 
executive director of admin-
istration.

Also in the newly approved 
plan, Eau Claire students in 
most grades will likely return 
to in-person classes this Sep-
tember for two days a week, 
learning online for the other 
three days.

After several hours of 
discussion Monday night, the 
board at midnight voted 6-1 
to approve a plan submitted 
by school administrators to 
reopen schools for limited 
days each week for the 2020-
21 academic year. School 
board member Marquell 
Johnson cast the dissenting 
vote.

The plan is flexible and 
may change in the six weeks 
before classes begin, depend-
ing on if the spread of the 
virus accelerates or slows 
down in Eau Claire County in 
August, board members and 
school officials emphasized.

Schools will also offer an 
all-virtual option for any K-12 
student who wants to learn 
online.

In the reopening plan:
• Kindergarten and third 
through 12th grade students 
will attend in-person class-
es for two days per week, 
virtual learning for the 
other three day. Students 
will be assigned to a Mon-
day/Tuesday or Thursday/
Friday cohort for in-person 
classes.
• First and second grade stu-
dents will attend in-person 
classes four days per week on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays.
• Pre-K students will attend 
in-person classes only two 
days per week, either in a 
Monday-Tuesday or Thurs-
day-Friday cohort.
• For special education stu-
dents, programming options 
will be “determined on an 
individual basis.”
• All classes will be held 
virtually on Wednesdays, dis-
trict-wide, so classrooms can 
be cleaned and disinfected.

SCHOOL REOPENINGS

Board to weigh 
mandatory masks
Reopening plan approved early Tuesday morning

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Bus driver Shelly Theiste delivered summer meals to Peggy Halvorsen of Eau Claire at a drop site on the north side of Eau 
Claire on Tuesday. The Eau Claire school board Monday approved its reopening plan, bringing most students back to in-person 
classes for two days a week beginning Sept. 2, and plans to discuss later this summer a proposed policy requiring masks inside 
school buildings. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram staff

Beginning Friday, county 
operations could be closed one 
day each month for the remain-
der of 2020.

The Eau Claire County Board 
was scheduled to consider 
a resolution implementing 
the action during its meeting 
Tuesday night to lower spend-
ing amid financial challenges 
caused by COVID-19. The 
County Board did not vote on 
the proposal by Leader-Tele-
gram press time Tuesday night, 
partly due to delays caused by 
technical issues.

If approved, employees 
would not work nor receive 

pay during those closure days. 
Law enforcement, airport, 
Meals on Wheels and 24-hour 
operations workers are exempt 
from the furloughs. If nec-
essary, the resolution allows 
county highway staff to work 
on furlough days if emergency 
activities like snow removal 
are required. The first furlough 
day is scheduled for Friday, 
July 24. The county would also 
be closed Aug. 21, Sep. 18, Oct. 
16, Nov. 13 and Dec. 18, all of 
which are Fridays.

The resolution also suspends 
step increases for employees 
that were scheduled for July 
1, which the county COVID-19 
task force approved, effective 
immediately, during its June 24 
meeting. Suspending pay raises 
means county spending on wag-
es would decrease in 2020 by a 
total of about $238,000, accord-
ing to county Finance Director 
Norb Kirk.

According to the resolu-
tion, the actions “will assist 
in erasing most of the pro-
jected deficit” of $1.7 million 
for 2020 caused by COVID-19. 
If the county’s financial 
health improves by the end 
of the year, County Admin-
istrator Kathryn Schauf can 
remove furlough days and 
retroactively apply step 
increases, with the approval 
of a majority of task force 
members.

Kirk provided projections 
regarding next year’s budget 
to the board. Based on initial 
department submissions, 2021 
tax levy requests are about 
$38.91 million. Kirk estimates 
that the county will receive 
about $37.31 million in tax 
levy in 2021, resulting in an 
initial shortfall of about $1.6 
million. That deficit includes 
the assumption made by Kirk 
that sales tax revenue will be 

about $750,000 less in 2021 
than 2020.

Going forward, Kirk said 
financial risks include the 
unknown impact of corona-
virus on sales tax collection; 
a potential decrease in state 
funding for various county 
programs; and courts activity 
decreasing in 2021.

Another item slated to be 
voted on by the County Board 
is a resolution declaring 
racism a public health crisis. 
If that resolution is approved, 
Eau Claire County would be 
added to the Wisconsin Public 
Health Association 2018 dec-
laration that stated racism is a 
public health crisis. The Eau 
Claire City-County Health De-
partment is part of that WPHA 
declaration as well, and the 
Health Department reviewed 
and supported the County 
Board resolution.
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eC County Board to consider monthly furloughs
If approved, first 

furlough day 
would be this 

Friday

See COUNTY  Page 2A


