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B.J. Hollars

Hollars is the author of several books, most recently ‘Midwestern Strange: Hunting Monsters, Martians, and the Weird’ and ‘The Road South: Personal Stories 

of the Freedom Riders.’ He is a professor, arts advocate, husband, father, son and dog walker. Follow him on Instagram, Twitter or Facebook @bjhollars.

In 1928, on a June morning 
much like today, 12-year-old Doris 
Mitchell was roused from sleep in 
her Randall Park home by shafts 
of sunlight warming her face. The 
young girl sprang up, anxious to 
experience the dawning of another 
perfect summer day in Eau Claire. 
Though, in fact, the day had al-

ready begun without her.
On the corner of Broad-
way and Fourth, the 

Mitchell family home 
was an epicenter of 

activity: a bustling 
thoroughfare con-

sisting of Doris’s 
father, mother, 
grandmother, 
siblings, and 
an endless 
stream 

of neighborhood friends, each of 
whom announced their presence by 
the slam of the screen door.

Meanwhile, outside, a parade 
of people began their daily duties. 
First came the iceman, who clucked 
his horse-drawn wagon to a halt be-
fore chipping off a 50-pound chunk 
sawed free from Half Moon Lake 
the previous winter.

Next came the milkman, who 
made his jangling jaunt from one 
house to another, retrieving the 
empty bottles from the porches and 
replacing them with the freshest 
milk this side of heaven.

Some days an electrician was 
called, or a plumber, though neither 
was half so exciting as the neigh-
borhood rag-and-junkman, who 
creaked his busted wagon along 
the sun-dappled streets hollering 

“Rags, paper, iron! — living proof 
of the dictum of making one man’s 
trash another’s treasure.

Drinking deep from the 
summer of yesteryear
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Doris Mitchell is photographed in 
1928 in Eau Claire.
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Wisconsin farmers are used to 
bearing the brunt of everything 
Mother Nature has to give.

In terms of temperature, this year 
farmers are seeing it all.

Four months ago, a polar vortex 
brought a long stretch of artic air to 
the region. Just last month, another 
blast of cold brought frost damage 
in areas of the state.

Now, with June underway, the 
state has been perched on the top 
of the temperature rollercoaster, 
sweltering under a heat wave that is 
finally showing some signs of less-
ening, even if temps look to remain 
on the warm side.

As June heat lingers, wide-rang-
ing effects are bound to be felt in 
the world of agriculture. And with 
July, typically the hottest month in 
the state, and August still ahead, 
crops, livestock and farmers will 
likely find more heat in store.

Crops

Some farmers were replanting in 
areas damaged by the May 
frost as temperatures soared 
at the beginning of June.

The late frost was rare but 
within the realm of pos-
sibility, said Josh Kamps, 
agriculture educator for 
UW-Extension Lafayette 
County. Farmers had to 
weigh whether yield pen-
alties of planting into June 
were worth it in their fields, 
but as long as soil condi-
tions were good, the act of 
re-planting would likely go 
well too.

Dry conditions that large-
ly prevailed over this year’s 
growing season continue 
to persist, but now the cool 
temperatures that accompanied the 
relatively dry spring have vanished.

Getting some rain in the coming 
days will be important as the crop 
develops, Kamps said, noting that 
he didn’t want to speculate what 
would happen if moisture contin-
ued to be sparse later this summer.

According to the most recent 
U.S. Drought Monitor map, re-
leased June 10 and based on June 
8 conditions, drought has contin-
ued to worsen in the state. Only 

a small portion of the state isn’t 
at least abnormally dry. Much of 
the southern half of the state is in 

moderate drought, while the 
far southeastern part of the 
state is in severe.

But roughly two-thirds of 
topsoil and subsoil moisture 
in the state is still adequate, 
as of the week ending June 
6, according to the June 7 
Wisconsin Crop Progress 
and Condition report issued 
by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service.

The soil moisture levels 
in the June 7 report aren’t 
vastly different than what 
was reported a month ago 
in the May 10 report, but 
back then, cooler weather 

was helping keep moisture from 
evaporating, Jerry Clark, UW-Ex-
tension Chippewa County agricul-
ture educator, said in May.

The same can’t be said now, as 
the extreme heat may lead to addi-
tional evaporation and transpiration, 
Kamps said.

When soil moisture is lacking, it’s 
important for farmers to look at how 
they can best conserve the moisture 
they have, Kamps said.

Feeling the heat
Abnormal June 

warmth the latest 
temperature swing to 

impact agriculture

By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

Wisconsin farmers can 
expect to receive addi-
tional money as a result of 
the latest federal stimulus 
plan, according to Gov. 
Tony Evers.

During a 
call with ag 
media last 
week, Evers 
confirmed 
that there 
will “ab-
solutely” 
be funds 
directed 
to farmers 
from the 
amount 
the state is 
receiving 
from the 
$1.9 trillion 
federal 
American 
Rescue Plan. Wisconsin is 
receiving $2.5 billion from 
that spending package.

Evers did not provide a 
specific timeline for any 
new payments to farmers 
but said that the priority 
has been to get funds out 
to small businesses first. 
Applications to receive 
some of the $420 million 
in funding for the Wis-
consin Tomorrow Small 
Business Grant program 
closed June 7.

Evers indicated that a 
new round of funding for 
agricultural producers 
would likely bear some 
similarity to the Wisconsin 
Farm Support Program 
from last year, which 
directed $50 million to 
state farmers over two 
rounds. But Evers said 
that he didn’t think that 
everything was covered by 
the previous program and 
that additional input is still 
being gathered.

Evers: 
Farmers 
to get 
another 
round of 
funding
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Sheep graze under late spring sunshine in rural Shawano County.
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TRACTOR
CENTRAL®

Offer valid on qualifying equipment purchased by 6/30/21, and only at Tractor Central. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for
details. 1Warranty based on years or hours used, whichever comes first. ²Financing subject to approval by John Deere Financial.

TractorCentral.com

Save $400 on the Z740R Zero-turnMower
+ 0% APR² for 36 months!

$8,875 sale, with 60” deck
• 23.5 hp Kawasaki V-Twin Engine • Adjustable Suspension Seat with ComfortGlide™

• 48, 54, or 60-in. High Capacity PROmower deck options • 10mph ground speed

• 4-year/1,000-hour bumper-to-bumper warranty!1


