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» A new home
Historic Wiesner Community 
Chapel near Rice Lake has 
been moved five miles down 
the road. Page 3A

» Show of talent
Winners are announced for 
Heyde Center’s 56th annual 
Spring Art Show. Page 8A

Tomorrow
When fishing, 
don’t be afraid to 
go deep
» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CADOTT — Remnants 
of Tropical Storm 
Cristobal found their 

way to the Chippewa Val-
ley, causing flooding that 
washed out and closed mul-
tiple roads.

A stretch of Highway 27, about two 
miles south of Cadott, was closed 
Wednesday morning, as a damaged cul-
vert weakened the road, making it too 
dangerous for traffic to cross.

Chris Elstran, Chippewa County 
deputy highway commissioner, said 
that stretch of highway has never been 
a problem before. He isn’t sure how 
quickly it can be repaired and reopened. 
A Department of Transportation con-
tractor was supposed to begin work on 
that road in July; he’s hoping it can begin 
immediately.

“The surface may be there, but it is 

undermined, under the pavement,” 
Elstran said. “There’s not much sup-
porting them. If a vehicle goes over it, 
chances are they’ll break through. It’s 

kind of like Russian roulette — the first 
three (vehicles) might make it through, 
and the fourth won’t.”

Washouts affect a dozen 
Chippewa County roads

Repairs will  
continue today

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

The road and shoulder was washed away along 50th Avenue and Highway 27, just south of Cadott on Wednesday. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

The culvert under Highway 27, just south of Cadott near 50th Avenue, was washed 
out on Wednesday.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

Five people booked into 
the Eau Claire County Jail 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19, county health 
officials said Wednesday.

Health officials say the 
virus isn’t spreading within 
the jail’s general popula-
tion. All five people with 
the virus tested positive 
during a 14-day quarantine 
after they first entered 
the jail, said Lieske Giese, 
director of the Eau Claire 
City-County Health De-
partment.

That quarantine period 
is mandatory for everyone 
who newly enters the jail 
population.

Amber DeWindt of Eau 
Claire raised concerns 
Wednesday about solitary 
quarantine’s impact on 
inmates’ mental health, es-
pecially that of her partner 
Jacob McGhee.

McGhee was transferred 
to the Eau Claire County Jail 
on June 4 and is undergo-
ing the 14-day quarantine, 
DeWindt said. He was in 
custody at the jail as of 
Wednesday, according to jail 
records.

“My husband is housed 
in booking and to be honest 
we’re terrified,” DeWindt 
told the Leader-Telegram in 
a message Wednesday.

The jail has tested 13 
people in total who have 
shown symptoms of the vi-
rus, Giese said. (Not all may 
be residents of Eau Claire 
County because the jail can 
house people from other 
counties.)

Five in 
jail test 
positive 
for virus

By Matt Sedensky  
and Rebecca Santana

Associated Press

It may seem hard to imagine 
the cruel toll of the coronavirus 
getting any worse than losing 
one of those closest to you. But 
Johnjalene Woods has been 
dealt that pain three times over.

In a pandemic of countless 
sorrowful realities, it’s bringing 
a special kind of loss to people 
around the globe who are seeing 
their families shattered with 
multiple members succumbing 
to the disease.

“This generation, this level 
of my family has just been very 
quickly obliterated,” said Julia 
Chachere of Sag Harbor, New 
York, whose mother and stepfa-
ther died of COVID-19 four days 
apart. “All of a sudden, it’s gone. 
And all of a sudden, I’m that 
generation now.”

Though no data on the trend 
has emerged on families expe-
riencing multiple fatalities due 
to the coronavirus, the stories 
have repeated around the world: 
Couples, siblings and other rel-
atives falling ill and dying, their 
families left to rebuild life with 
a massive hole in it.

“This virus has taken so 
much from us,” said Sheila Cruz 
Morales of Teaneck, New Jersey, 
whose uncles — brothers Javier 
and Martin Morales, who lived 
one floor apart — died a day 
apart.

Not far from there, Joni Lewin 
was absorbing the loss of her 
lifelong best friend, Carolyn 
Martins-Reitz of Kearny, New 

Jersey, to the coronavirus, when 
Martins-Reitz’s son Thomas 
died a week later.

“They’ve lost half of a family,” 
Lewin said.

Moe Gelbart, a psychologist 
with Community Psychiatrists 
in Torrance, California, said 
families are finding their griev-
ing process short-circuited by a 
pandemic that denies them final 

moments with their loved ones 
or normal funerals in which 
they can collectively mourn and 
embrace.

“Among stressful events, the 
death of a loved one or family 
members ranks No. 1,” he said. 
“Multiple losses within the 
same family ... is beyond over-
whelming.”

As 94-year-old Saymon 
Jefferson was hospitalized with 
the coronavirus in Baton Rouge, 
Lousiana, he kept asking how 
his brother, 86-year-old Willie 
Lee Jefferson, was doing.

His family decided to spare 
Saymon the news that his 
younger brother had died in 
hopes of keeping his spirits up 
while he recovered. But within a 
few days, the older brother was 
dead, too.

“It just hit us so hard,” said 
Saymon’s daughter, Belvin 
Jefferson White. “It looked like 
everybody in our family was 
getting sick.”

Losing multiple loved ones 
at once isn’t unique to today’s 
pandemic. The flu that swept 
the globe in 1918 felled entire 
families. 

‘Grief overload:’ Families absorb multiple virus deaths

Gerald Herbert

Belvin Jefferson White poses at the regular seat of her father Saymon 
Jefferson at Saymon’s home in Baton Rouge, La. Belvin recently lost 
both her father and her uncle, Willie Lee Jefferson, to COVID-19.
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