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What would Smith think 
of the role of corporations 
in our modern economy? 
He might remind us that 
colonists weren’t too fond 
of these enterprises either. 
Those idolized Boston tea 
patriots were protesting 
corporate tax breaks and 
demanding a say in policy, 
and they destroyed private 
property to make their 
point.

Foundational under-
standings of freedom 
and enterprise have been 
hijacked, and we are 
headed toward a plutocra-
cy in which those of great 
wealth rule society. One 
might say we don’t really 
have capitalism anymore, 
we have crony capitalism 
whereby close relationships 
between businesses and 
the state rule, with individ-
uals left out. Increasingly, 
individuals don’t control 
goods, services, or means 
of production.

In America, corporations 
have rights that are equal to 
or greater than individuals, 
including the right of free 
speech and the right to take 
property for private gain 
through eminent domain. 
Citizens can’t negoti-
ate tax rates, but a large 
corporation can. Bad actor 
corporations conspire to 
eliminate competitiveness 
which is antithetical to a 
free market economy.

The crux of the problem 
is that large corporations 
have become synonymous 
with capitalism. The idea 
of the invisible hand was to 
free the capture of the state 
from the merchant elite as 
much as it was to free trade 
from government regula-

tion. Modern capitalists 
forget that.

Two centuries later, 
many of Smith’s writings 
remain relevant. We could 
stand to learn from his 
moral philosophy, which 
seems so absent in the cur-
rent climate. It is ironic that 
economists and politicians 
have focused almost exclu-
sively on Smith’s warnings 
of state intervention in the 
market. Had they been in-
formed by his whole body 
of work, they might have 
heeded his warnings about 
networks of monopolies 
that stifle freedom and hurt 
the middle class.

Our infrastructure is 
crumbling, income in-
equality is eroding the trust 
people have in one anoth-
er, and communities are 
growing more polarized. 
The marriage of the state to 
corporate power is hurt-
ing independent farmers 
in such a way that they 
may not recover. It is time 
to strike a better balance 
between watchful self-gov-
ernance and commercial 
freedom. Our best way 
forward in that regard is to 
pull together individuals, 
farmers and laborers alike, 
under a new mantra of 
economic democracy, and 
our first place to reunite is 
at the voting booth.

Julie Keown-Bomar 
is executive director of 
Wisconsin Farmers Union, 
a grassroots organization 
committed to enhancing 
the quality of life for family 
farmers, rural communities, 
and all people through 
educational opportunities, 
cooperative endeavors, and 
civic engagement. Learn 
more about WFU’s efforts to 
elevate rural voices at www.
wisconsinfarmersunion.
com/rural-voices.
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Using technology to 
generate and analyze data 
has become an increas-
ingly prevalent ingredient 
to success in many fields 
and industries — including 
farming.

Recognizing the availabil-
ity of data-gathering tools 
and being able to to utilize 
tools and services to assess 
any data collected can be a 
boon for farmers in many 
ways, and making data-in-
formed decisions can help 
drive a farm’s profitability.

Conservation group 
Pheasants Forever offers 
services to farmers to help 
them take the data farm-
ers are able to aggregate 
through software programs 
and turn those numbers into 
meaningful conclusions that 
can improve profitability — 
with an additional bonus of 
boosted sustainability.

That’s where Scott 
Stipetich, precision ag and 
conversation specialist with 
Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever, comes in.

By using the data farmers 
have collected over the 
years, Stipetich can work 
with farmers on profitability 
mapping, overlaying data 
including field boundaries, 
yield and budget to help 
farmers see which sub-areas 
of a field may be underper-
forming and dragging the 
field as a whole down.

Based on the data that 
profitability mapping 
outputs, Stipetich and the 
farmers he works with can 
identify areas and create 
solutions unique to the farm 
itself.

“It’s got to make sense 
for the farm,” Stipetich said 
Sept. 1 during an episode of 
the Professional Dairy Pro-
ducers of Wisconsin Dairy 
Signal webinar.

Those solutions often 
involve taking cropland 
that isn’t producing a profit 
and turning it over to a 
more sustainable use, such 
as cover crops, grazing, 
grass strips, hay or wildlife 
habitat.

One success story cited 
by Stipetich included a 
Dunn County corn field that 
when mapped showed a loss 
of profitability in a smaller 
finger-like segment of a 
40-50 acre field that was 

getting flooded by the Hay 
River.

Taking 3.6 acres out of 
production in the flooded 
area and enrolling it in 
the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program 
increased average yield and 
profit per acre, Stipetich 
said, and increased the 
farmer’s return on invest-
ment.

Applying data in this 
manner is far from the 
only way farmers can take 
advantage of the abundance 
of opportunities for data 
collection and interpretation 
available to them.

Some of those opportu-
nities can be found right at 
their fingertips.

One option for farm-
ers looking to time their 
chopped corn harvest just 
right can be downloaded 
onto any Android or Apple 
smartphone or tablet they 
may possess.

FeedScan, an app 
developed by Rock River 
Laboratory, includes a 
free feature called InField 
Updates that allows farmers 
to see crowdsourced data on 
corn moisture and quality 
from fields near them — or 
elsewhere in the United 
States — helping farmers 
make decisions on their own 
fields, said John Goeser, di-
rector of nutritional research 
and research at Rock River 
Laboratory and adjunct 
assistant professor in the 
Dairy Science Department 
at UW-Madison.

Farmers who want to go 
another step in the app can 
choose to work with Rock 
River Laboratory on submit-
ting their own samples, but 
the InField Updates portion 
remains free available to 
anyone regardless of wheth-
er or not they do so.

Generally speaking, it’s 
up to farmers to determine 
which software works for 
them in collecting data over 
time.

For farmers unsure of 
which software to use, 
Stipetich recommended 
checking out trial versions.

Overall, for farmers, 
it’s important that they’re 
“using data to drive deci-
sions,” Goeser said, and not 
just relying on what on what 
neighbors are doing or only 
one source of information.

Contact: courteney.
jacob@ecpc.com.

Tools, services help 
turn data into profits

To help bridge the gap 
between dairy farmers 
and community leaders 
on the innovative manage-
ment practices being used 
to protect Wisconsin’s 
water quality and environ-
ment, Professional Dairy 
Producer, along with the 
Wisconsin Towns Asso-
ciation are co-sponsoring 
the 2020 Environmental 
Workshops.

Geared toward com-
munity leaders, local 
town and county officials, 
conservation specialists, 
dairy farmers and area 
community members, the 
environmental workshops 
will be held Sept. 23 in 
South Wayne and Sept. 24 
in Athens.

Both workshops kick 
off at 9 a.m. with registra-
tion and will feature an in-
novative manure applica-
tions panel, a producer-led 
watershed panel, in-field 
farm tours and discussions 
on other relevant rural 
issues.

These farm will act as 
hosts:

• Sept. 23, Cottonwood 
Dairy, 9600 County Road 

D, South Wayne: Jim 
Winn, and partners Brian 
Larson and Randy Larson, 
manage this 1,800-cow 
dairy in LaFayette Coun-
ty. The dairy is located 
within the watershed that 
encompasses the East 
Pecatonica River and 
consists of three waste 
storage facilities and a 
feed storage runoff control 
system. Winn serves as 
president of the Lafayette 
Ag Stewardship Alliance, 
a famer-led group focused 
on protecting and improv-
ing water quality. This 
group has been involved 
in the Southwest Wiscon-
sin Groundwater and Ge-
ology Study that aims to 
define the scope of water 
quality issues, sources and 
risks in Grant, Iowa and 
Lafayette counties.

• Sept. 24, Miltrim 
Farms, 115315 Township 
Road, Athens: Tom and 
Lorene Mueller, along 
with Kathy Trimner, 
currently operate this 
Marathon County farm 
with a support team of 
45 employees. The farm 
currently milks about 

2,500 cows, 1,100 by Lely 
Robots and 1,400 in a 
Germania parlor. Miltrim 
Farms has been actively 
working to modernize 
practices to limit its envi-
ronmental footprint and 
employ sustainable tilling 
and manure management 
methods. The farm has 
expanded its anti-erosion 
practices by planting 
cover crops like grass or 
clover between their corn 
rows to anchor the soil 
and reduce waste runoff. 
In addition, they have 
installed a new manure 
processing system that 
reduces the amount of 
water the farm uses. For 
their efforts, they became 
the first farm in North 

America to receive an en-
vironmental certification 
for responsible handling 
of water resources from 
the Alliance for Water 
Stewardship.

“When we’re on farms 
and see firsthand what 
producers are doing to 
protect water quality and 
our environment, we can 
more effectively work 
together to form practical 
and meaningful solutions 
and policies,” said Mike 
Koles, executive director 
of the Wisconsin Town 
Association.

To register for the $30 
Environmental Workshop, 
visit www.PDPW.org or 
contact PDPW at 800-
947-7379.

Environmental Workshops to be held
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Finding news clips 
GoogleTM can’t ... 
The WNA Clipping Service reads every 
printed page published by our member 
newspapers — giving you access to the 
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CASE IH 2294
was $19,900 .....Now $15,995

Ford 9N w/Loader
& Hyd. Bucket ............. $2,595

'07 JD 317 Skid Loader,
1,830 Hrs. ...................... $17,500

Co-op E4,
Collector Deal .................CALL

MF231,
348 Hrs. ......................$8,975

LS XR4145 HC, 45 H.P.,
125 Hrs....$27,900 Save $4,000

Ridgeland,WI
715-949-1795

white 2-135,
New Clutch.................. $9,975

800-559-1717
Bruce • 715-308-7683

www.synergycoop.com

Gehl R260 Skid Loader 3,600 Hrs...........$26,900

Mustang 440 Skid Steer ........................$5,800

(2) JD 250 Skid Loaders ....Starting at $10,500

NH L220 ............................................... $16,975

Bison Blades On Hand............................... CALL

Gehl 2412 Discbine ...............................$11,500

Rental Great plains 1006NT Drill ........$19,900

Rental Great plains 1006NT 10’ Drill ..$21,500

Used Gehl 1540 Forage Blower, Nice ........ CALL

J & M 450 Seed Tender pro, 4 Box .......$16,900

Tonutti 8 whl. Rake ................................$4,999

JD 1210A Cart ........................................$3,995

Mensch Scrapers ..............................7’-$1,699

Bk 72 Bale Slicer ....................................$5,995

kasco 14’ Fertilizer Auger .......................$2,450

new pMC 500 Feeders ............................. CALL

kuhn Maxx 300 Merger .........................$17,900

Loftness 15’ Stalk Shredder
w/Windrower ......new Special price $22,900

LS Tractors, 25-97 HP ....................... oN HAND

Case IH CX60,
4,000+ Hrs.................. $25,900

JUST IN:
Gehl R150
Skid Loader
$15,900

Great Plains
Rotary Cutters

Call

Link Implement has the following items yet to sell.
These are priced for cash, no trade, no warranty sales.

Call 715-949-1795

Case 450 Skid Steer .........................................................Call

Case 70XT Skid Steer ......................................................Call

Massey - Hesston 1372 12’ Discbine ....................$16,500

*New* Massey - Hesston 1734 Round Baler..........$13,900

McCormick MTX 135, 2WD......................................$31,500

McCormick MTX 185, 4WD......................................$36,500

McCormick C70 .........................................................$11,500

LAWSEN DUAL
DRIVER

• Concrete Breaker
• Post Driver

(For Sale or Rent)

Chippewa Valley
Dairy Supply

6053 Cty. Hwy. G, Stanley, WI 54768
Phone 715-644-2350

Complete Line of Animal Health Products
(Free Freight w/$150 Purchase of Animal Health Products)

We Ship SpeeDee and UPS
Store Hours: 7 am-5 pm Mon.-Fri. • 7 am-12 pm Sat.

Chutes
Cattle Master

Series 3

Cattle Gates
&

Corral Panels Sheep + Goat Feeder

Bale Feeders

Hay Saver Feeder


