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Trump, 
Dems 
hold 
fast 

By Catherine Lucey  
and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
stood by his demands for 
funding for a border wall 
Sunday as another round 
of shutdown talks failed 
to break an impasse, while 
newly empowered House 
Democrats planned to 
step up the pressure on 
Trump and Republican 
lawmakers to reopen the 
government.

Trump, who spent part 
of the day at Camp David 
for staff meetings, showed 
no signs of budging on his 
demand for $5.6 billion for 
a wall along the U.S.-Mex-
ico border. A meeting with 
senior congressional aides 
led by Vice President 
Mike Pence at the White 
House complex yielded 
little progress.

Seeking to strike an 
optimistic note as he re-
turned from the presiden-
tial retreat in Maryland, 
Trump said he had told 

Shutdown 
continues as 
president still 
wants $5.6B 

for border wall

Evers 
gets 
local 
assist

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

With Gov.-elect Tony Evers sched-
uled to be inaugurated today, several 
people with ties in the Chippewa 
Valley have been quietly serving on 
advisory committees ahead of the 
transition to the new governor.

Eau Claire County District Attor-
ney Gary King and Judge John Many-
deeds are both serving on the Public 
Safety and Criminal Justice Reform 
Advisory Council, 
making recommen-
dations on statewide 
policy and possible 
future legislation.

“You feel real 
privileged to be asked 
to be part of a state-
wide group like this,” 
King said. “We’ve had 
opportunity to provide input to the 
governor-elect on where things are at 
and where things are going.”

King said they’ve now completed 
six or seven hours of meetings via 
conference call, with issues ranging 
from the need for more assistant 
district attorneys to overcrowded 
jails and prisons in the state, and 

DA, judge among 
those from area 

serving on advisory 
committees

Unseasonably warm temperatures of recent days, followed by over-

night freezing, create an expansive sheet of snow-free ice on Half 

Moon Lake. Kyle Vande Hei of Eau Claire takes a break from ice 

fishing Sunday afternoon to pull his son, Landon, across the frozen 

surface. To judge by AccuWeather’s forecast, ice conditions shouldn’t 

see dramatic changes. After a little rain expected this morning, no 

precipitation is foreseen. However, there could be some melting to-

day, with a high temperature of 41 degrees expected. But highs  

the rest of the week should range from 32 Tuesday to 15 Wednesday 

and lows from 29 today to 6 Wednesday. For weather details see 

Page 8B. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

THINGS RUNNING SMOOTHLY WISCONSIN POLITICS

Evers says 
he seeks  
civility

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Democrat Tony 
Evers, who will be sworn into office 
as Wisconsin governor today, prom-
ises he will seek civility and work 
together with Republicans, saying 
voters showed their displeasure with 
partisan politics when they rejected 
Gov. Scott Walker.

Evers becomes Wisconsin’s 46th 
governor at a ceremony that will see 
Democrats sworn into every state-
wide constitutional office. Republi-
cans will maintain their majorities in 
the Senate and Assembly, setting up 
the potential for gridlock not seen in 
the state in more than a decade.

Walker and Republicans had com-
plete control the past eight years; be-
fore that, Democrats had full control 
for two years.

Evers, in an interview with The 
Associated Press, said his inaugura-
tion message will focus on hope for 
the future and bridging the partisan 
divide. The state schools superinten-
dent since 2009, Evers said he recog-
nizes that he’s not liberal enough for 
some Democrats itching for revenge 
after eight years with Walker as 

Congress’ diversity lags  
on religious matters

By Jaweed Kaleem

Los Angeles Times

When the new Congress 
convened last week, it in-
cluded several firsts with its 
youngest elected member, its 
first two Muslim women and 
its first two Native American 
women among them. Women 
now make up about a quarter 
of Congress, while the Senate 
and House of Representatives 
together include more blacks, 
Latinos and Asian-Americans 
than ever before.

But even as Congress takes 
steps toward reflecting the 
gender and racial makeup of 
the country, it lags behind 
significantly when it comes to 
religion, according to an analy-
sis released last week.

Using self-reported infor-
mation about the religious 
affiliations of the 534 members 
of Congress, the Pew Research 

Center found that about 88 
percent call themselves Chris-
tians. The number is a slight 
dip from the 115th Congress, in 
which 91 percent of members 
were Christians. The race in 
North Carolina’s 9th District 
has not been certified amid 
allegations of electoral fraud, 

which is why Pew counted one 
less person than the typical 535 
that make up Congress.

“While the number of 
self-identified Christians in 
Congress has ticked down, 
Christians as a whole — and 

88 percent of 
lawmakers 
identify as 
Christians

Tribune News Service

Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich., votes for Speaker-designate Rep. 
Nancy Pelosi along with her children during the first session 
of the 116th Congress on Thursday at the U.S. Capitol in Wash-
ington. Tlaib, who is Muslim, attracted controversy for using an 
expletive to describe President Donald Trump.
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