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» Importance of dealing 
in facts stressed
Professor discusses online 
civility, misinformation. Page 3A

» Racial justice  
rallies planned in EC
Gatherings on Thursday, Fri-
day prompted by Floyd’s death. 
Page 3A
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Tiny birds  
keep summer 
humming
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

When the state’s safer-at-home order 
was lifted in mid-May, leaders at 
Grace Baptist Church in Lake Hallie 

immediately began creating a plan on how they 
could safely reopen their building and welcome 
back their congregation.

“We decided to wait un-
til we had all our ducks in 
a row,” said the Rev. Bruce 
Schmidt, the church’s pastor. 
“We wanted to do it safely 
and for the comfort level of 
our congregation. What drove 
us is, ‘if we can open, we 
should open.’”

The church reopened on 
May 24, with about 75% of 
its normal crowd. This past 
weekend saw another 10% 
increase. However, the crowd 
was split in two, as a second 
service was added to spread 
out attendance.

“We asked people the first 
couple of weeks to sign up,” 
he said. “We put up a signup 
sheet on our website they 
could fill out there, or call in.”

Normal attendance is about 
200 at Grace Baptist Church.

“We took out about half our 
chairs,” Schmidt said. “We 
put them all six feet apart. We 
took out the tables in our fel-
lowship hall and put in more 
chairs.”

The church also eliminated 
a coffee bar and its children’s 
ministry.

“If someone wants to shake 

a hand, that is their business. 
Some people want to wear 
masks; we aren’t requiring it,” 
he said.

In a typical service, perhaps 
six musicians perform at the 
front of the church. Early 
COVID-19 research has shown 
that singing can cause spread-
ing of the virus because more 
air is expelled from the lungs.

“We have our front row of 
our seats 25 feet away from 
them,” he said.

Schmidt said it felt good to 
have parishioners back.

“Our congregation body 
life isn’t just important, it is 
essential,” Schmidt said. “It 
is that contact, just seeing 
people. We saw that from 
our congregation — the joys, 
the smiles, were just incred-
ible.”

He jokingly added: “Of 
course, some of our people 
miss watching it from their 
living room in their pajamas.”

Many area churches 
ease into reopening

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

The Rev. Bruce Schmidt, Grace Baptist Church pastor, sits in the church Tuesday morning. Grace Baptist reopened on May 24 
with fewer seats and added a second service to reduce the attendance. Schmidt said about 75% of normal attendance showed 
up on the first weekend back. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

Independence Day cele-
brations in Eau Claire and 
Menomonie are modifying 
their fire-
works shows 
with the 
expectation 
the coronavi-
rus pandemic 
will still be 
a concern a 
month from 
now.

Eau Claire 
is planning 
a shift in 
location for 
its July 4 
fireworks, 
moving them 
from Carson 
Park to a hill 
on the edge of downtown.

“We’re moving it to a 
location where more of the 
residents will be able to 
see it,” City Manager Dale 
Peters said.

Plank Hill, a spot behind 
Flynn Elementary School 
that is used for sledding in 
wintertime, is the proposed 
site for this year’s fireworks 
show. 

Bright 
lights 
over 

COVId
Chippewa Valley 
fireworks shows 
tweaked due to 

pandemic

By Amy Forliti, Steve  
Karnowski and Tim Sullivan

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Prosecu-
tors charged three more police 
officers Wednesday in the death 
of George Floyd and filed a new, 
tougher charge against the offi-
cer at the center of the case, de-
livering a victory to protesters 
who have filled the streets from 
coast to coast to fight police 
brutality and racial injustice.

The most serious charge was 
filed against Derek Chauvin, who 
was caught on video pressing his 
knee to Floyd’s neck and now 
must defend himself against an 
accusation of second-degree 
murder. The three other officers 
at the scene were charged for the 
first time with aiding and abet-
ting second-degree murder and 
second-degree manslaughter.

All four were fired last week. 
If convicted, they could be 
sentenced to up to four decades 
in prison.

Chauvin was initially charged 
with third-degree murder and 
second-degree manslaughter. 
Those charges still stand.

The new second-degree mur-
der charge alleges that Chauvin 
caused Floyd’s death without 
intent while committing anoth-
er felony, namely third-degree 
assault. It carries a maximum 
penalty of 40 years in prison, 
compared with a maximum of 25 
years for third-degree murder.

The other officers — Thomas 
Lane, J. Kueng and Tou Thao — 
face the same maximum penal-
ties for aiding and abetting.

The additional charges were 
sought by Minnesota Attorney 
General Keith Ellison, who 
called the protests unleashed by 
the death “dramatic and neces-
sary” and said Floyd “should be 
here and he is not.”

“His life had value, and we 
will seek justice,” said Ellison, 

who cautioned that winning 
convictions would be hard and 
said that public pressure had no 
bearing on his decisions.

Hundreds of protesters were 
in New York City’s Washington 
Square Park when the charges 
were announced.

“It’s not enough,” protester 
Jonathan Roldan said, insisting 
all four officers should have 
been charged from the start. 
“Right now, we’re still marching 
because it’s not enough that they 
got arrested. There needs to be 
systematic change.”

Ben Crump, an attorney for 
Floyd’s family, called it “a bitter-
sweet moment” and “a signifi-
cant step forward on the road to 
justice.” Crump said Elison had 
told the family he would contin-
ue his investigation into Floyd’s 
death and upgrade the charge to 
first-degree murder if warranted.

The move by prosecutors 
punctuated an unprecedented 
week in modern American his-
tory, in which largely peaceful 
protests took place in communi-
ties of all sizes but were rocked 
by bouts of violence, including 
deadly attacks on officers, ram-
pant thefts and arson in some 
places.

3 more officers charged in Floyd’s death
New, tougher 
charge filed 

against officer at 
center of case

Associated Press

Demonstrators protest the death of George Floyd as they gather 
Wednesday on the east side of the U.S. Capitol in Washington. Floyd 
died after being restrained by Minneapolis police officers.

Golat

Peters

See FIREWORKS  Page 2A

“Our 
congregation 
body life isn’t 

just important, 
it is essential. 

It is that 
contact, just 

seeing people. 
We saw that 

from our 
congregation 
— the joys, 
the smiles, 
were just 

incredible.”
— Rev. Bruce SchmidtSee CHURCH  Page 2A

See MINNEAPOLIS  Page 2A


