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SPORTS • Chippewa

Falls boys playing without pressure after first BRC title since 1980/1B
YOUR REGION • Converge Radio, under new ownership, broadcasting on 101.9 FM/3A

Trump
vetoes
defense
bill, setting
up possible
override

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump
on Wednesday vetoed the
annual defense policy bill,
following through on threats
to veto a measure that has
broad bipartisan support in
Congress and potentially
setting up the first override
vote of his presidency.
The bill affirms 3% pay
raises for U.S. troops and
authorizes more than $740
billion in military programs
and construction.
The House was poised
to return Monday, and the
Senate on Tuesday, to consider votes to override the
president’s veto.
Trump’s move provoked
swift condemnation, with
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
calling it “an act of staggering recklessness that harms
our troops, endangers our
security and undermines
the will of the bipartisan
Congress.”
Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla.,
chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, avoided any criticism
of Trump, but called the
NDAA “absolutely vital to
our national security and
our troops. ... Our men and
women who volunteer to
wear the uniform shouldn’t
be denied what they need —
ever.”
Long before issuing the
veto, Trump offered a series
of rationales for rejecting it.
See VETOPage 2A
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He’s got your back
Inventor wins
prize for
attachment used
to pick up
tennis balls
By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Her
furry black brow tented
with the tell-tale look
of a black Labrador
pleading for a game of
fetch, Izzy’s eyes are
pointed toward a yellow tennis ball sitting
on the garage floor.
Then her head turns up
toward Kevin Neff, who often
indulges his dog’s seemingly
endless interest to chase after
a ball.
Izzy’s glance then moves
toward a tennis racket with
a black rubbery plastic piece
attached to it.
The invention is Neff’s way
of obliging his energetic dog’s
love of fetch, while also saving himself from aggravating
an old back injury.
“Izzy is definitely the
inspiration behind this whole
thing,” Neff said.
Dubbed the Tennis Ball
Scoop, the attachment allows
a person to grab a ball off the
ground without bending over.
The 56-year-old Eau Claire
man has tinkered with the
design, materials and other
details of his invention for
about two years, but is soon
to start producing it from his
home shop.
The product, a clear path
to get it to market and Neff’s
entrepreneurial energy
won over judges in a local
business contest earlier this
month, earning him the top
$5,000 prize.
“What set him apart was
how passionate he was for
this product and how he
emulated how it can help
people,” said Tracey Smiskey,
Eau Claire market president
for Northwestern Bank.
The Chippewa Falls bank
sponsors the grand prize for
The Idea Challenge, the annual business contest run by the
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With a flick of his wrist, Kevin Neff releases the ball from the scoop and then hits it so his black
Labrador Izzy can pursue it. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

The Idea
Challenge

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Kevin Neff’s black Labrador Izzy inspired him to invent the
Tennis Ball Scoop, a small plastic device that can be attached to
a racket to pick up a tennis ball.
Eau Claire Area Economic
Development Corp.
A panel of local business
aficionados including Smiskey judged the five finalists
who each pitched their
entrepreneurial ideas and
answered questions through
the online videoconferencing
service Zoom.
Judges scored the finalists

on criteria including the
product or service concept,
progress toward a prototype,
how they address market
needs, patent potential, costs,
plans for reaching customers,
ideas for expansion and how
each would use the $5,000
prize to further their business.
See INVENTORPage 2A

These five entrepreneurs
were finalists in The Idea
Challenge, a business contest
held earlier this month by the
Eau Claire Area Economic
Development Corp.
• Beth Crowell, who goes by
“The Hippie Banker,” offers her
services as a loan consultant
and life coach and specializes
in helping women start their
own businesses.
• Kevin Neff invented the
Tennis Ball Scoop, a lightweight, rubbery plastic device
used to pick up balls in racket
sports and when playing fetch
with a dog.
• Jim McDougall’s UpStream
AV has developed wireless audio/visual solutions intended
to be easy-to-use, adaptable in
a variety of settings and save
on installation costs.
• Kyle Lehman’s multi-camera and live streaming video
system is marketed as a way
to add high-quality video to
special events.
• Bill Lobner’s Green Fleet is
a luxury car service featuring
Tesla electric vehicles for use
within a 100-mile radius of
Eau Claire.

Officials push tracing app, home tests
By Sarah Seifert

More Information

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Eau Claire
County’s chief health official
is asking people to consider
two new tools for controlling
COVID-19 that the state rolled
out this week — a contact
tracing app that will alert users
if they’re a close contact to
someone who’s tested positive,
and a free at-home COVID-19
test.
“I would encourage people
to take advantage of the (app),”
said Lieske Giese, director of the
Eau Claire City-County Health
Department, at a Wednesday
news conference. “It will give
you an idea if you need to be
concerned about being a close
contact.”
In the next several days, Wisconsin residents with Android
or Apple mobile devices will get
a notification that will let them
choose to download or enable
the app, which has been officially dubbed WI Exposure Notification, according to Gov. Tony
Evers’ office.
The free app will serve as
a voluntary, indirect contact
tracing system. Someone who
tests positive for COVID-19 can
alert the app of their diagnosis,
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Joseph Zbaracki, a resident physician with Prevea Health, performs
a COVID-19 test in July at its drive-up facility at 617 W. Clairemont
Ave. in Eau Claire.
and using Bluetooth signals of
other smartphones using the
app nearby, the app will alert
other smartphone users who
have been within six feet for 15
minutes or longer to the person
who tested positive, according
to Evers’ office. Those people
will be told they’re a close contact and should begin quarantining.
Evers’ office said the app
doesn’t collect, use or store any
GPS or personal data, and that
it uses anonymous Bluetooth

signals to track the proximity of
app users. If someone tests positive for COVID-19, the app won’t
release their identity, location,
phone number or personal
information to that person’s
close contacts. (However, the
notification will include the date
of exposure.)
Giese said she is using the
new app herself.
“It’s an opportunity, if I become positive, for my close contacts to be notified,” she said.
See COVID-19Page 2A

COVID-19 cases in Wisconsin,
as of Wednesday
(Number in parenthesis is the
increase in the past day)
Barron..........................4,308 (+16);
55 deaths (+1)
Buffalo..............................946 (+6);
6 deaths
Chippewa....................5,690 (+24),
65 deaths
Clark............................ 2,689 (+21);
47 deaths
Dunn............................ 3,363 (+36),
22 deaths (+1)
Eau Claire................... 8,908 (+51);
71 deaths (+1)
Jackson.........................2,295 (+51);
15 deaths (+2)
Pepin..................................621 (+9);
5 deaths
Pierce........................... 2,807 (+14);
26 deaths (+1)
Rusk............................... 1,069 (+2);
11 deaths
St. Croix........................5,315 (+32);
27 deaths
Trempealeau................ 2,871 (+13);
27 deaths (+1)
State.................... 463,594 (+2,579)
Deaths........................... 4,614 (+69)
Source: Wisconsin Department of
Health Services

