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< Lambeau Field Atrium hosts  
national cheese contest. Page 1D.
• Niles: Accept responsibility to 
gain back public’s trust. Page 2C.
• Community will honor proud dairy 
past with new pavilion. Page 5A.
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By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

LONE ROCK — Three years ago this 
January, the Poad family of Lone Rock 
suffered a fire at their farm that destroyed 
their barn and a shop used for their truck-
ing business. However, the family was 
able to recover, erecting a hoop building 
for their calves and moving the trucking 
business into town, just five miles from 
Triple P Farm.

Holly Poad, who tends to the calves, 
many of which are raised to be show ani-
mals, had borrowed a warmer box from a 
neighbor during that time. Inside, he had 
left a pair of ear muffs, and an idea was 
sparked in the mind of Poad’s aunt Kim 
Ewers.

While there are other calf ear muffs 
on the market, it was Ewers who had the 
idea to put water-resistant material on the 
outside of the muffs and to make them 
have adjustable pieces for different-sized 
calves. Instead of having an ice pack on 

their heads during cold, damp stretches of 
Wisconsin winter weather, the newborn 
calves at Triple P started wearing modi-
fied ear muffs they playfully called ‘Moo 
Muffs,’ prototyped by Poad and Ewers.

“The first couple pairs we made didn’t 
stay on too good,” Poad said with a smile. 
“We had to adjust them a bit, but they 
really do work good. We had a pair on 
during the recent freezing rain, and aside 
from the outside being wet, the inside 
fleece was dry.”

Laughs could be heard over the hum 
of two sewing machines in the upstairs 
of GJ’s Service, where Poad and Ewers, 
along with friend and volunteer Deb 
White, were working on dozens of orders 
of Moo Muffs last week. They never 
imagined their modified invention would 
take off so quickly, and they’re making 
do with what they have after a TV news 
segment featuring their Moo Muffs went 
viral.

‘Moo Muff’ makers keeping busy after story goes viral
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Kim Ewers, seated at her sewing machine, is working on 
the nose piece of a pair of Moo Muffs. She has gotten 
the process down from 40 minutes to 20 minutes for 
assembly per pair, and is now teaching others who have 
volunteered to help how to sew them.

Two The Country Today 
staff members received 
awards at the 2019 Wiscon-
sin Newspaper Association 
Convention and Trade 
Show held March 7-8 in 
Madison.

Eastern Wisconsin 
Regional Editor Benjamin 
Wideman 
took first 
place in 
the Feature 
(Non-Pro-
file) cat-
egory for 
his story 
entitled 
“Craving 
cranberries,” 
about the Dempze Cranber-
ry Co. in central Wisconsin 
(published Oct. 25, 2017). 
The story spotlighted the 
business’ roots in football 
(family member Vince 
Biegel played for the Green 
Bay Packers) and fruit.

Wideman also captured 
second place for Portrait or 
Artistic Photo for his pho-
tograph captioned “Peeking 
out,” focused on a white 
horse sticking its head out 
of an opening in a broken 
section of barn wall in rural 
Wisconsin.

The Country 
Today staff 
earn awards

Wideman

By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

SCHLESWIG — It’s not quite 
the time-traveling DeLorean from 
“Back to the Future” movie fame.

But a meticulously restored 
1987 Case IH Magnum 7140 trac-
tor offers a unique glimpse into 
the past.

“When you jump in the cab of this 
tractor, it’s just like you’re sitting in 
a time capsule back to 1987 again,” 
said Mike Joas, owner of Joe’s Auto 

Body Tractor in rural Manitowoc 
County.

“It looks just like it came off the 
assembly line 32 years ago, if not 
better. It’s like stepping into a time 
warp for everybody who loves Case 
IH tractors.”

Joe’s Auto Body Tractor recently 
completed a painstaking four-
month, top-to-bottom restoration of 
the tractor, even scrubbing hard-to-
see spots with a toothbrush.

Top of the line
First 1987 Case IH Magnum 7140 tractor 

restored to its original glory

Photo by Benjamin Wideman

Mike Joas and his team at Joe’s Auto Body Tractor in Manitowoc 
County spent four months restoring this 1987 Case IH Magnum 
7140 tractor.
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Richard Guggisberg of Guggisberg Cheese in Ohio holds his Baby Swiss wheel of cheese that won the Unit-
ed States Championship Cheese Contest on March 7 in Green Bay. It was Guggisberg’s second national title 
in the past three contests.

The big cheese

See MOO MUFFS, Page 3A

See TRACTOR, Page 2A

See STAFF, Page 3A
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