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•  Former Rice Lake track star Bednarek making waves on national level
• Ellenson in unfamiliar territory with latest stop of NBA career
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More 
info

Those inter-
ested in learning 
more or donating 
to Hope Gospel 
Mission’s cam-
paign to help 
homeless women 
and children, go 
to hopegospelmis-
sion.org/cam-
paignforhope.

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

Area law enforcement 
agencies are using a 
new tool to help them 
when they come across 
a domestic abuse inci-
dent involving intimate 
partners.

Officers now all have 
identical forms with 
carefully formulated 
questions that will be 
asked of all victims in 
those specific domes-
tic cases that deal with 
intimate partners. The 
“Lethality Assessment 
Program” question-
naire was developed by 
researchers, explained 
Eau Claire Police public 
information officer Brid-
get Coit.

“This program is spe-
cifically going through 

a form with the victim,” 
Coit said. “All officers at 
the start of the year have 
been trained with this 
tool.”

The form includes 11 
evidence-based ques-
tions developed by 
researchers, asking the 
victim if their partner 

has ever threatened 
them with a weapon, or 
if their partner might 
try to kill them, or if 
the partner has ever 
tried to strangle or 
choke them.

Pat Stein, Bolton 
Refuge House executive 
director, said officers in 
the past have told vic-
tims about the services 
offered at her agency, but 
they often didn’t rec-
ognize how much they 
needed help.

This form, with its spe-
cific questions, will alert 
officers if they are in a 
situation of high danger 
from their partner.

“It’s the validations 
(victims) get from the 
officers,” Stein said. “This 
isn’t something they 
imagined. We are able to 
show them the warning 

signs are there; they are 
right on paper.”

Stein said victims have 
a right to feel safe, and 
asking these types of uni-
form questions will assist 
in protecting them.

“This is exciting work,” 
Stein said. “This is 
making a change in our 
acceptance of intimate 
partnership violence.”

Eau Claire Deputy 
Chief Chad Hoyord said 
that all six law enforce-
ment agencies in the 
county trained together 
on the program. They 
worked alongside Bolton 
Refuge House and other 
agencies in creating the 
rest of the two-sided 
form, with a variety of 
other questions that go 
along with the 11 com-
piled by the researchers.

Area law enforcement agencies use 
new form in domestic abuse cases

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

Eau Claire Police Department Deputy Chief Chad 
Hoyord discusses his officers use of the Lethality As-
sessment Program with Bolton Refuge House Executive 
Director Pat Stein on Thursday at the police department.

CINCINNATI (AP) — 
Authorities have rejected a 
teenager’s claim that he is 
an Illinois boy who disap-
peared in 2011 at age 6.

The FBI says DNA testing 
ruled out the teenager as 
being Timmothy Pitzen, 
missing from Aurora, Illinois. 
Police say the story of teen-
ager found wandering streets 
in Newport, Kentucky, on 
Wednesday didn’t check out.

Newport, Kentucky Po-
lice Chief Thomas Collins 
confirms that the male who 
claimed to be Timmothy 
Pitzen is actually 24-year-
old Brian Michael Rini of 
Medina, Ohio. 

Teen is 
not long-
missing 

Timmothy 
Pitzen
Authorities 
reject teen’s 

claim that he is 
Illinois boy who 
disappeared in 
2011 at age 6

Associated Press

This undated photo provid-
ed by the Aurora, Ill., Police 
Department shows missing 
child, Timmothy Pitzen.

See PITZEN  Page 2A

See VICTIM  Page 2A

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Since he began with 
Hope Gospel Mission 
16 years ago, Craig 

Pedersen has had to reluc-
tantly turn away many sin-
gle mothers with children 
who needed a place to stay.

“It’s one of the worst parts of our 
job,” said the Eau Claire nonprofit’s 
operations director.

The orga-
nization has 
housing for 
single men 
and women, 
but lacked the 
space for fami-
lies and had to 
refer those with 
children to area 
shelters.

But a key part 
of a $1.6 million 
fundraising 
drive will allow 
Hope Gospel 
Mission to 
open up a place for mothers and their 
children to stay while they get back on 
their feet.

“It’s really been a community need,” 
said Brett Geboy, Hope Gospel’s com-
munity relations director.

With the help of donors, Hope 
Gospel will buy a former assisted 
living complex and its neighboring 
memory care building on Frank 
Street to expand the charity’s capac-
ity for women and add the ability to 
house families.

Hope Gospel’s volunteers have al-

ready started remodeling work inside 
the buildings so one can have rooms 
for 11 mothers and their children and 
the other can house 14 single women. 
If the fundraising effort goes as hoped, 
the building for families could be open 
as early as autumn.

Capacity growing
With Hope Gospel expanding its 

services to include women with 
children, it increases the community’s 
capacity for temporary housing for 
families facing homelessness.

“Having another resource is a good 

thing,” said Kelly Christianson, execu-
tive director of Family Promise of the 
Chippewa Valley.

That organization runs Beacon 
House, a downtown Eau Claire shelter 
with room for up to six families. 
Christianson said Beacon House is 
typically full and has had to turn peo-
ple away.

Western Dairyland also has four 
apartments that can accommo-
date parents with children in Eau 
Claire.

Hope Gospel Mission’s latest effort will add housing for moms, children
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Above: Craig Pedersen, operations director at Hope Gospel Mission, stands in a 
former assisted living facility that will be turned into rooms for mothers and their 
children. The charity is seeking $1.6 million from donors so it can buy and ren-
ovate the building and a neighboring one, which will house single women. Top: 
Men who are in Hope Gospel Mission’s program moved into their new facility 
about two weeks ago on Mercantile Drive. The building is about double the size of 
the previous men’s building on South Farwell Street in downtown Eau Claire.
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