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» Anti-vaping initiative
Marshfield Clinic donates to 
campaign to curb vaping.  
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» GOP canceling  
primaries
Republicans in two states opt 
for no challengers to Trump. 
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Eau Claire Council 
looks to rebuild 
aging path by 
river
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YOUR REGION • Hunters, dogs, flock to inaugural Wisconsin Game Fest /3A

VALLEY ARTS • Concerts, shows by local and international artists fill calendar//3E

By HUNTER WOODALL 
and JULIE PACE

Associated Press

MANCHESTER, N.H. — 
Several Democratic pres-
idential candidates urged 
voters in New Hampshire on 
Saturday to not play it safe 
in the 2020 election, level-
ing an implicit critique of 
front-runner Joe Biden.

Biden has centered his 
campaign on his years of 
experience in Washington 
and a perceived ability to 
steal the support of white, 
working-class voters away 
from President Donald 
Trump. Speaking at the New 
Hampshire Democrats’ state 
convention, Biden’s rivals 
told voters to aim for more.

“There is a lot at stake and 
people are scared. But we 
can’t choose a candidate we 
don’t believe in because we’re 
scared,” said Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren, who drew a raucous 
reception. “And we can’t ask 
other people to vote for some-
one we don’t believe in.”

Pete Buttigieg, the 37-year-
old mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, was more explicit.

My wife and I recently said 
goodbye to the five-bedroom 
house where we had lived for 20 
years.

While the house’s 
location had some un-
usual aspects — Eau 
Claire address, village 
of Lake Hallie, Eau 
Claire school district, 
Chippewa County — 
it was a wonderful 
spot to raise a family.

My wife, two kids 
— now both adults 
— and I celebrated 
countless birthdays, 
anniversaries and hol-
idays in that house. We recovered 
from heart surgeries, hip replace-
ments and common colds. We 
entertained friends and family. 
We took everything from first-
day-of-school photos to prom 
pictures in what was, literally, our 
neck of the woods.

We spent hours watching deer 

and wild turkeys frolic in the 
backyard, often spied bald eagles 
flying overhead and once even 
spotted a black bear sprinting 

across the driveway.
And, of course, we 

did some frolicking 
ourselves, playing 
basketball in the 
driveway and football, 
soccer, golf, baseball 
and later kubb in the 
big backyard.

At some point, I’m 
pretty sure we even 
cried over spilled 
milk. (It was no use, as 
they say.)

In short, that house 
was home.

So when my wife and I de-
cided it was time to move on, it 
wasn’t an easy choice. We had 
a lot of memories tied to that 
house — as well as a lot of stuff 
tucked into every nook and 
cranny.

When we finally settled on 
a condominium for our next 
dwelling after more than a year 
of looking, we knew we could 
take the memories with us, but 
not all of our possessions.

I realize some people, includ-
ing my wife, find getting rid of 
stuff to be liberating. Not me. 
I found it mostly painful. (In 
the summer of my 40th class 
reunion, I suppose it was time to 
get rid of my high school letter 
jacket, but ...)

Nevertheless, we spent weeks 
sorting and winnowing ev-
erything from yard tools and 
vacation souvenirs to children’s 
books and household knick-
knacks.

We sold a lot of stuff. We do-
nated piles of stuff. We threw out 
a bunch of stuff.

And yet — please don’t tell my 
wife I admitted this — it proba-
bly wasn’t enough, as the boxes 
still stacked in our garage, base-

ment and dining room (we’ve 
taken to calling it the “staging 
area” instead) make abundantly 
clear to anyone who dares enter 
our new abode.

Throughout the process, one 
thought kept going through my 
mind: “Moving is not for wimps.”

That’s why I’ve always been 
amazed by those folks who seem 
to move every few years to gain 
some new feature or just to get a 
fresh view. More power to them, 
but that’s definitely not my style. 
Once every couple of decades is 
plenty in my opinion.

I must be in the minority 
though, as I’ve read in the Lead-
er-Telegram that more than 1,400 
homes are sold annually just in 
Eau Claire County and I recently 
saw a U.S. Census Bureau statis-
tic showing that one of every 14 
Americans between the ages of 
55 and 74 moved in 2018.

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library 
already is home to nearly 200,000 sto-
ries in book, video or audio format.

But now community leaders are 
preparing to ask Chippewa Valley 

residents and institutions to help tell 
a new tale — the story of the future of 
the library itself.

The first chapter will begin this week 
when officials plan to announce details 
about what they are calling the Story 
Builder campaign, a $7 million private 
fundraising drive to write a happy 
ending for the library’s expansion plan. 
The effort will begin with appeals to 
foundations, businesses and major do-
nors this fall and likely will continue by 
reaching out to individual contributors 

in the spring, said Carol Gabler, one of 
three capital campaign co-chairs.

The proposed project calls for 
expanding library space by roughly 50 
percent by adding about 30,000 square 
feet through building a third floor and 
growing the building’s footprint at 
street level. The expansion is being 
pursued along with an $11.5 million ren-
ovation and mechanical system upgrade 
funded by the city of Eau Claire.
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Moving on It’s not easy to leave family home

Room to grow

Fundraising set to 
kick off for Eau Claire 

library expansion 

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Siblings Owen, 3, and Aubrey, 4, of Eau Claire look at books Friday with their mother, Amy Meyers, at L.E. Phillips Memorial 
Public Library. Library officials intend to add space to the youth and early literacy areas as part of a planned expansion of the 
library. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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candidates 
urge voters 
to not play 
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