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Silvopasture 
experiences shared 
on pasture walk.

Seasonal produce 
accentuates  
pork dishes.

Dodge County 
horseman shares 
eye for photography.
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By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram

CHIPPEWA FALLS — A dozen kids 
showed up, hoping to swim, at Kamp Ken-
wood on the east shore of Lake Wissota on 
Aug. 15. However, the children were told 
that the blue-green algae 
along the shore meant the 
beach was closed.

Gov. Tony Evers said 
the bad news for the kids 
was a perfect example of 
the problems Wisconsin is 
facing with maintaining and 
preserving water quality.

“Not only are people con-
cerned about water quality 
from their wells, they are concerned about 
the water they put on their fields,” Evers said 
at the Wisconsin Farmers Union summer 
conference. “Everyone should have access to 
clean drinking water. We have to protect our 
watersheds now and into the future.”

Evers added, speaking to the children: 
“Sometime in the future, we won’t have 
to worry about people swimming (in poor 
water quality.)”

During his visit to the campground Aug. 
15, Evers observed a rainfall simulator, 
which showed the impact that runoff has 
on five different surfaces, from forests to 
cropland. The soil samples were all collected 
within a mile of each other in Pierce County. 

Gov. Evers talks 
importance of 
maintaining 
water quality

By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

Dominique Ahrens 
has a passion for 
animals, dedicating 

her time to helping youth in 
Kewaunee County 4-H with 
animal projects and work-
ing on her family’s small 
farmstead, raising milk-
ing goats, Suffolk sheep, 
chickens and many other 
animals. Recently, she took 
her passion for animals, 
dairy goats in particular, 
one step further, becoming 
the first graduate of South-
west Wisconsin Technical 
College’s Dairy Goat Herd 
Management Certificate 
program.

“It was really exciting to 
be the first to complete the 
program,” Ahrens said.

A 2016 high school 
graduate, Ahrens became 
interested in goats after 
her sister got her first one. 
The goat was fun to have 
around, she said, and caring 
for it was a little bit differ-
ent than caring for sheep.

“I really fell in love with 
them then,” she said.

She wanted to increase 
her knowledge in the area 
of dairy goat production, 
enrolling in Southwest 
Tech’s program in 2017, 
when it first debuted. Be-
cause of her busy schedule, 
Ahrens was able to success-
fully earn her certificate 
this spring after two years 
in the program.

She’s ‘goat’ it
Ahrens first graduate of SWTC’s Dairy 

Goat Herd Management Certificate

Submitted photo
Dominique Ahrens of Luxemburg is pictured with her certificate, which she earned from South-
west Wisconsin Technical College in Fennimore.

Submitted photo
Ahrens, pictured at right, posed for a photo with a two-year-old 
Nubian doe that she showed for her sisters at the fair this year.

By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

DARLINGTON — Despite efforts to 
prohibit marijuana establishments in La-
fayette County, including the prohibition of 
hemp and CBD oil sales, interest in hemp 
cultivation continues to grow in the county, 
with about 50 people attending a recent 
meeting on industrial hemp, geared particu-
larly for CBD production.

According to Joshua Kamps, Lafayette 
County UW-Extension agriculture educator, 
there are 463 licensed acres of industrial 
hemp in Lafayette County this year; howev-
er, it is unknown if those acres have all been 
planted and if they are all being cultivated 
for CBD, but Kamps believes it is likely the 
majority of those acres are for CBD produc-
tion.

“The soil has done well for hemp so far 
this year,” he said, although the county 
hasn’t been void of insect and disease pres-
sure for this newly re-introduced crop.

In Lafayette County, Kamps has identified 
the presence of the Eurasian hemp borer, 
the cannabis aphid and the flea beetle. Some 
damage was reported with these insects, but 
none of them appeared to hang around the 
fields for too long, he said.

Bigger issues have arisen with downy 
mildew, with Kamps displaying three 
samples for attendees to observe of this type 
of disease commonly found on cucurbits, 
grapes and soybeans. Weather conditions 
have played a big part in the occurrence of 
this disease on hemp in Lafayette County, 
Kamps said.

He has also seen fusarium root rot and 
pythium on some hemp plants in the coun-
ty, with Extension collecting information 
on identification and the effects each dis-
ease have on hemp plants within the coun-
ty. Kamps has noticed that “rouge hemp,” 
also known as “feral hemp” or “ditchweed,” 
has had the same kind of insect pressure 
as seen in industrial hemp plants, although 
it appears it has less disease pressure this 
year.

“I’m hopeful we can find tools for our 
toolbox as it relates to hemp,” he said.

Experts 
warn hemp 
market in 
state of flux

See GRADUATE, Page 2A

Evers

See EVERS, Page 2A

See HEMP, Page 2A
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