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Hemp interest lagging
behind previous years
Expert: Robots can
benefit small
dairy farms
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Rival woodpeckers
perform ‘silent
beak-a-boo dance’

2B

call with agricultural media. “Other
states are seeing that same kind of
thing.”
Industrial hemp is grown for
Interest in hemp isn’t as strong
early in 2021 as it was during the grain, fiber and the phytocannabinoids like CBD. Thus far, hemp
previous years of Wisconsin’s
grown for CBD has been
industrial hemp research
driving the growth in the
program.
industry, while markets for
As of March 29, the
grain and fiber have been
Department of Agriculture,
slower to materialize.
Trade and Consumer ProFor the 2019 season, the
tection had received 698
size of the CBD market in
hemp grower applications
the U.S. in 2019 was about
and 423 hemp processor
applications. At the same
Romanski $4 billion. To cover the
entire CBD market in the
time a year earlier, DATCP
had received 1,391 hemp grower U.S., farmers would need to grow
about 20,000 acres of hemp for
applications and 652 hemp prothe oil, according to an industry
cessor applications.
And Wisconsin isn’t alone, with study. The actual number of acres
hemp program numbers declining grown across the U.S. last year was
about 115,000, Shaheer Burney, an
in other parts of the country as
well, according to DATCP Secre- assistant professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics
tary-designee Randy Romanski.
at UW-River Falls, said during a
“The number does fluctuate a
hemp virtual field day last Septemlittle bit from year to year, and
there’s a lot of reasons for that, but ber.
As of March 29, DATCP hadn’t
right now we’re seeing the numfinalized 2020 hemp harvested
bers being down a little bit this
acres reporting.
year compared to previous years”
“When it was initially set up by
Romanski said during a March 25
By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

the federal program through the
2014 Federal Farm Bill, the goal
with this being a pilot was that we
would see some of these markets
develop as time went on,” Romanski said. “Obviously a substantial
portion of that interest, at least on
the front end, was the CBD components. I think the market is trying to
find its way, and that is one of the
challenges.”
The weather, especially in 2019,
was a challenge for growers as
well, Romanski said, with a cold,
wet spring and rainy summer providing difficult growing conditions
for the crop.
“That was a challenge for the
crop,” Romanski said.
DATCP’s Hemp Research Program requires both hemp growers
and processors to obtain one-time
licenses, and register each year
they intend to plant and/or process
hemp. As part of the program,
growers were required to destroy
crops that test higher than 0.3%
total delta-9 THC, as determined
by regulatory testing.
See HEMP, Page 2A

STILL STANDING

Evers,
Romanksi
talk future
of rural
Wisconsin
By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

Since the COVID-19
pandemic and accompanying
measures started over a year
ago, unpredictability has been
a constant, even more so than
usual in the world of agriculture.
Gov. Tony Evers and
Department of Agriculture,
Trade and
Consumer
Protection Secretary-designee
Randy Romanski worked
recently to
address what
rural WisconEvers
sin and agriculture may be able to expect
going forward. The discussion, which covered budget
proposals and workforce
issues among other subjects,
was part of an episode of the
Professional Dairy Producers
of Wisconsin’s Dairy Signal
on March 30.

Budget

Aquaponics system
leads to fishing
adventure

3B
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An old barn stands in the countryside west of Manitowoc in March.

Evers’ biennial budget
proposal includes $43 million for Wisconsin’s agricultural economy.
“I’ve never seen the kind
of investment in our agriculture infrastructure that this
budget makes,” Romanski
said. “It’s across the board.
It speaks to the strength and
diversity of Wisconsin’s
agriculture industry.”
The agriculture-related
portion of the budget is composed of multiple buckets,
Romanski said. Highlights
include building international and local marketplaces,
making “strategic investments” for dairy and meat
processors, and furthering
investments toward soil and
water, including for producer-led watershed groups and
county conservation departments. Other initiatives
include investing in farmer
mental health and support
programs and improving
DATCP internal functions so
they can serve as an effective
resource for the agriculture
industry.
See RURAL, Page 2A

Shot in the arm
The morning was unseasonably
mild, and the parking lot of the
church was packed.
I walked into the church where
two security guards directed me
to a queue off to my right, and
there I stood, in line, 6 feet apart
from the men standing before
and after me. Everyone wore
a mask, everyone seemed
somber and abided by
the rules, and we
shuffled forward,
deeper into the
church, as
if we were
marching to
Sunday communion.
The wait-
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ing turned me introspective. Of
course, it’s all too easy to dive
into the screen of my cell phone
and avoid that introspection, that
examination. But like billions of
other humans on this planet, I’d
been eagerly awaiting this very
moment, the day when I would be
able to roll up my sleeve and feel
the needle push into my arm.
And so, I very consciously did
not look at my phone. I looked
at the other people in line. I
looked at the workers, diligently processing our names and
insurance and general health. I
thought about everything that
has happened since about March
of 2020 when life as we knew it
was upended.

Thought about those first
weeks of the safer-at-home
measures, when we still didn’t
quite understand the facts of
COVID-19, how deadly or contagious it was. Thought of my
mom coming over to our house,
just to say hello, to make some
human contact, and how nervous
I was accepting her into our
home. Then, weeks later, when
we decided as a family that we
were going through the pandemic with my mom, and that she
wouldn’t be alone, even if there
was a risk of somehow introducing the disease to her.
I thought of homeschooling our
children.
See BUTLER, Page 2A

Nickolas Butler
Butler is the internationally best-selling and prize-winning author of “Shotgun Lovesongs,” “Beneath the Bonfire,” “The Hearts of Men” and “Little Faith.” His books
have been translated in more than nine languages and optioned by Hollywood for film and TV. His fifth book, “Godspeed” will be published by Putnam in 2021.
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$600 total savings*
on remaining 2020s!
*limited to dealer stock, on select
models noted at right, and only
valid at Tractor Central locations.

Save $300 on Select X300 Series
Lawn Tractors (X354, X370, X380, X384, X390 & X394)
X370 Lawn Tractor: $3,999 sale price
• 21.5 hp Kawasaki V-Twin Engine • Power Steering & Hydraulic Lift
• 42-in. Accel Deep mower deck • Electric PTO
• 4-year/300-hour bumper-to-bumper warranty!1

TRACTOR
CENTRAL®

TractorCentral.com
Offer valid on qualifying equipment purchased by 5/3/21. Some
restrictions apply, see dealer for details. 1 Warranty based on years
or hours used, whichever comes first.

