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By Russell Contreras
Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — 
The U.S. Census Bureau is using 
new high-tech tools to help get 
an accurate population count 
next year as its faces challenges 
tallying people of color who live 
in remote places and can be wary 
of the federal government.

The agency is using aerial 
images of rural communities and 
hard-to-reach areas to verify ad-
dresses and determine where to 
send workers to ensure everyone 
is counted, Census Bureau direc-
tor Steven Dillingham said.

Satellites and planes take 
photos, and bureau employees 
compare the housing captured in 
the images to digital maps from 
the last census, in 2010. It takes 
a fraction of the time needed by 

workers in the field.
The agency has used geo-

graphic technology since 1990 
but has never had access to such 

accurate tools from the air, said 
Deirdre Dalpiaz Bishop, head of 
the bureau’s geography division.

That technology — known as 

geographic information system, 
or GIS — uses computers to 
analyze neighborhoods, land 
formations, rivers and other data 
captured by satellites or tradi-
tional mapping.

The new technology to im-
prove the census comes amid 
concerns that tribal areas and 
communities of color may be un-
dercounted in the every-10-year 
tally that determines the amount 
of federal money states receive 
and whether they gain or lose 
U.S. congressional seats.

The U.S. Supreme Court is 
deciding whether the Trump 
administration can add a citizen-
ship question to the 2020 census, 
which opponents say would sup-
press the count of immigrants 
who fear revealing their status to 
federal officials.

The Census Bureau also is 
facing criticism for planning 
internet and telephone ques-
tionnaires, which advocates say 
would be more likely to overlook 
rural areas without reliable com-
munication infrastructure.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

In July 2011, Paul Menard 
stepped out of an electric-yellow 
race car at the Indianapolis Mo-
tor Speedway as the winner of 
the Brickyard 400 NASCAR race.

Eight years later, the Menards 
company delivered that same 
winning car to the Chippewa 
Valley Museum, where it will sit 
on display starting Tuesday.

The vehicle is the center-
piece of the museum’s newest 
temporary exhibit, “Racing in 
the Chippewa Valley,” a dive 
into local racing history and a 
display of racing memorabilia.

“There’s a fairly extensive 
history of different types of 
racing around here in the valley, 
from dirt track stock cars to 
drag racing snowmobiles,” said 
photographer and exhibit co-cu-
rator Steve Johnson.

Menard isn’t the only famous 
racer featured in the exhibit. The 
public will also see memorabilia 
of Herm Johnson, a famed Eau 
Claire race car driver who won 
two championships and had 36 

career starts between 1979 and 
1985, according to the Chippewa 
Valley Museum. Johnson died in 
December 2016.

The exhibit began as a study 
of Herm Johnson, but for the 
two curators, it took them about 
“three minutes” to realize the 
exhibit needed to be larger, said 
co-curator and retired professor 
Dan Perkins of Eau Claire.

“We originally thought about 
doing the exhibit revolving 
around Herm, because he had a 
fairly extensive racing career,” 
Steve Johnson said.

But the day that Perkins 
and Steve Johnson proposed 
the exhibit, museum director 
Carrie Ronnander gave them 
surprising news, Perkins said: 
That same day, a member of 
Herm Johnson’s family had 

dropped off helmets, trophies, 
posters and memorabilia from 
Herm’s career at the museum.

“Steve said, ‘Maybe there’s 
more to this than meets the 
eye,’” Perkins remembered.

“Racing didn’t just start and 
end with Herm Johnson,” Ron-
nander added. “He came from a 
racing community.”

By Grant Schulte
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb.  — Mar-
ti Poll knows she should 
see a doctor. Sometimes 
she has a severe tightness 
in her chest. She also has 
chronic sinus and ear in-
fections.

But she can’t afford the 
medical bills, so she simply 
waits and hopes the pain 
will subside.

She thought her wait 
might end soon after 
voters approved a Medic-
aid expansion that would 
allow people like her who 
earn too much money to 
qualify for the health care 
program but who can’t 
afford to buy insurance on 
their own. But more than 
seven months later, Poll 
and some 90,000 other Ne-
braska residents who could 
qualify are still waiting 
— and will be for 15 more 
months as Republican Gov. 
Pete Ricketts’ administra-
tion says it’s working to 
ensure the smooth imple-
mentation of an expansion 
that voters passed despite 
his objections.

Neb. slowly 
rolls out 
voter-

approved 
Medicaid 
expansion

Many who 
will eventually 

qualify now face 
long wait

Racing history  
remembered

Museum exhibit to 
include trophies, 
Menard race car

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Set up took place at “Racing in the Chippewa Valley” exhibit Wednesday at Chippewa Valley Museum in Carson Park in Eau Claire. The 
centerpiece of the exhibit is Paul Menard’s race car he used to win the Brickyard 400 at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in 2011. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Racer Herm Johnson’s display can be seen at “Racing in the Chip-
pewa Valley” exhibit Wednesday at Chippewa Valley Museum in 
Carson Park in Eau Claire. View more photos at LeaderTelegram-
Photos.com.

High-tech tools help with census
Satellites, planes 
taking photos of 
hard-to-reach 

areas for accurate 
count in 2020

Associated Press

Jose Espinoza, 18, stands outside his trailer with his 4-month-old in-
fant, Emmily, and wife, Maria Rodriguez, 19, May 25, 2018, in Vado, 
N.M., while speaking about making only $50 a day picking onions. 
The U.S. Census Bureau is using new high tech tools like aerial im-
agery to help get an accurate 2020 census and avoid undercounting 
communities struggling with poverty.

See RACING  Page 2A

See CENSUS  Page 2A

See MEDICAID  Page 2A

If You Go
• What: “Racing in the Chip-

pewa Valley” exhibit. Every 
visitor will receive a 2019 
Paul Menard hero card as a 
souvenir, according to the 
museum.

• Where: The Chippewa Valley 
Museum, 1204 E. Half Moon 
Drive.

• When: Tuesday through Sat-
urday, Oct. 26. Museum hours 
are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday, 1-4 p.m. 
Sunday and 5-8 p.m. Tuesday 
evening.

• How much: Admission to the 
exhibit is included with mu-
seum admission: $7 for adults 
and $4 for kids 5-17. Museum 
members and children young-
er than 4 are admitted free.

• More information: 715-834-
7871 or cvmuseum.com.


