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» Sad shutdown  

finally ended
Dallas Morning News: Now it’s 
up to president and lawmakers 
to compromise and complete a 
deal. Page 7A

» Ripple effect  
in Division 4
Clear Lake stays up despite 
enrollment change altering 
outlook in prep boys basket-
ball. Page 1B

TOMORROW

region cleans  
up after frigid  
winter storm
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» Buckshot January issue

By Deb Riechmann

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Two 
days after the record-long 
shutdown ended, the White 
House made clear Sun-
day that President Donald 
Trump is 
prepared to 
shutter the 
government 
again without 
a border wall 
deal from 
Congress.

The presi-
dent’s standoff 
with Demo-
crats on Capitol Hill is far 
from over and the clock is 
ticking — the spending bill 
Trump signed on Friday 
funds the government 
agencies that had been shut 
down for 35 days only until 
Feb. 15.

It’s unclear if the Dem-
ocrats will budge. Trump 
seemed girded for battle, 
sending out a series of on-
line messages that foreshad-
owed the upcoming fight 
with lawmakers. “BUILD 
A WALL & CRIME WILL 
FALL!” he tweeted.

Is Trump prepared to shut 
down the government again 
in three weeks?

By Heidi Clausen

The Country Today

MENOMONIE — From weather 
and trade negotiations to the 

priorities of the new Congress and de-
laying implementation of the 2018 farm 
bill, there are plenty of unknowns for 
agriculture heading into 2019.

But that doesn’t mean farmers 

can’t be prepared, AgDay TV news 
anchor Clinton Griffiths told dozens of 
producers attending a recent confer-
ence in Menomonie.

In a talk titled “Grit and Grease,” 
Griffiths encouraged farmers, in the year 
ahead, to fine-tune their management, 
diversify, consider niche markets and get 
creative. Forecasts peg 2019 U.S. farm 
income at about the same levels as 2018.

“A lot depends on where you live 

and your year-to-year situation,” said 
Griffiths, a father of three who farms in 
northwestern Indiana.

Despite ongoing cash-flow concerns 
in the industry, he said, he’s optimistic 
about agriculture. Those who suc-
ceed this year will have persistence, 
passion and the ability to push aside 
distractions in the normal day-to-day of 
running their business.

FACING THE  
UNKNOWN

Speaker takes hopeful view of farming despite cash-flow concerns

Tribune News Service

Farmers have reason to be 
optimistic this year despite the 
many unknowns ranging from 
trade with China to delayed 
implementation of the 2018 
farm bill, according to AgDay 
TV news anchor Clinton Grif-
fiths, who spoke to farmers in 
Menomonie recently.

WARNING OF A WINTER WALLOP
Motorists traveling 
Sunday afternoon on 
U.S. 53 on the city’s 
south side are warned 
of an impending 
winter storm forecast 
to hit the area later 
in the day. Accord-
ing to the National 
Weather Service, a 
winter storm warning 
has been declared 
for the region from 
Sunday afternoon 
through early today 
and is expected to 
drop 5 to 9 inches of 
snow. In response, 
the city of Eau Claire 
has put alternate 
side parking rules in 
effect from 12:01 a.m. 
today through 5 p.m. 
Wednesday. For 
weather details see 
Page 8B.

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON — Demo-
cratic Gov. Tony Evers 
pledged to clean up 
Wisconsin’s drinking 
water in his State of the 
State address, promising 

to work to replace lead 
pipes across the state and 
improve well water quali-
ty during what he dubbed 
the year of clean drinking 
water. Here’s a look at 
the extent of pollution in 
Wisconsin, how lawmak-
ers are dealing with it and 
Evers’ promise.

What’s the problem?
It’s twofold, starting 

with private well contam-
ination. A survey con-
ducted by county health 

departments between 
2007 and 2010 found that 
47 percent of nearly 4,000 
wells used by low-income 
families with pregnant 
women or young children 
had levels of contaminants 
that exceeded water quali-
ty standards. The contam-
inants included nitrates, 
which come from fertiliz-
er and manure and have 
been linked to adverse 
health effects, including 
thyroid disease.

Work lies ahead on clean water pledge
GOP reaction 

guarded 
to Evers’ 

declaration 

Associated Press

Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers addresses the Legisla-
ture during the governor’s State of the State speech 
Tuesday at the state Capitol in Madison.

Aides say 
Trump OK 
with 2nd 
shutdown
President still 
demanding 

wall deal from 
Congress

Trump

BORDER WALL 
DISPUTE

See FARMING  Page 2A

See WATER  Page 2A

See WALL  Page 5A
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