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B.J. Hollars

Hollars is the author of several books, most recently ‘Midwestern Strange: Hunting Monsters, Martians, and 

the Weird’’ and ‘The Road South: Personal Stories of the Freedom Riders.’ He is a professor, arts advocate, 

husband, father, son and dog walker. Follow him on Instagram, Twitter or Facebook @bjhollars

Amid the onslaught of recent 
political news, it’s possible that 
you’ve failed to keep current on 
the most consequential election 
in local third grade history.

Who, the political pundits 
wonder, will be the next class 
president?

My son, a candidate himself, 
recently informed me that he faced 
a crowded field: Seven of his 10 

classmates are running against 
him.

“So ... you have eight 
candidates and two vot-

ers?” I asked.
“Technically 10 

voters,” he clarified, 
“but only two unde-
cideds ...”

I nodded; that 

math checked out. “So how do you 
plan to win them over? Promises 
of candy in the cafeteria? Soda 
flowing freely from the water 
fountains?”

“Of course not,” he said. “With 
promises that big I’d never get 
reelected!”

How quaint, I thought. A politi-
cian committed to keeping prom-
ises ...

For hours on November 6 
— while much of the country 
remained glued to their preferred 
news network for the latest vote 
count in Pennsylvania — my 
son agonized over his campaign 
speech. In the background, TV 
commentators speculated on and 
on about margins, and turnout, 
and my wife and I took the bait: 

adding to the speculation with our 
own analyses.

We didn’t realize just how close-
ly our son was listening until he 
shared his speech with us.

A speech which, with his per-
mission, I have reprinted below “in 
full” and without correction:

“Hello,” it began. “I am running 
for President and if you alect me ev-
eryone in the community will be im-
portant not just the popular kids. All 
of us. and I will make sure no one in 
the class is picked on or bullyd.”

It continued: “you don’t have 
to support me but every vote 
counts. I will also make sure 
people will wear their masks. 
Thank you.”

A lighter side of politics

See HOLLARS, Page 2A

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

W
ith blaze orange hanging outside 
the cabin, hunters gather with close 
friends and family to talk about the 

number of deer they saw that morning, the buck 
they couldn’t get a clear shot at, the 12-pointer 
the neighbor captured on the trail camera or 
the effort it took to drag their prize from the 
swamp.

Wisconsin’s nine-day gun deer season 
brings with it, for some families, more than a 
century’s worth of tradition.

This year, however, like everything else, it 
has the global coronavirus pandemic to con-
tend with.

The state’s nine-day gun deer hunt runs 
from Nov. 21 to 29, and while there aren’t any 
changes to the deer season as a result of the 
pandemic and the hunting season will proceed 
as normal, Eric Lobner, director of Wildlife 
Management with the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources’ Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Division, said the DNR is recommending 
hunters consider some alternative ways to 
enjoy the season this year.

“We are recommending that people take 
extra precautions and consider trying some-
thing new and hunting more local rather than 
staying in a hunting cabin with non-household 
members,” Lobner said. “Hunters should 
choose hunting opportunities within their local 
communities to limit travel and avoid large 
gatherings.”

Lobner said hunters should remember to 
practice safe social distancing while hunting 
and after.

“(Leave) 6 feet between you and anyone you 
may encounter while in the field or while at 
CWD sampling kiosks and when taking your 
deer to be processed,” he said.

Wisconsin deer hunters are looking to re-
bound from what was a down year in 2019.

After the state held the earliest possible deer 
season in 2018, 2019 saw the latest possible 

season opener, and harvest numbers declined 
as a result.

According to the DNR, 160,769 deer were 
registered during the nine-day gun deer hunt 
in 2019, compared to 213,972 in 2018. Of the 
deer harvested in the 2019 nine-day season, 
75,236 were antlered compared to 105,315 
in 2018. The nine-day hunt also provided 
successful hunters with 85,533 antlerless deer, 
a decrease from 108,657 in 2018.

Opening weekend in 2019 brought mild 
temperatures throughout the state with some 
snow in the north, but hunting conditions 
deteriorated throughout the remainder of the 
season as heavy wind, snow and rain moved 
through the state. Blizzard-like conditions and 
significant snow accumulation hindered hunter 
access in the northern forest zone, where the 
largest declines in antlered harvest occurred.

The weather conditions that hindered 
harvest for farmers in 2019 also likely had a 
negative impact on hunters. At the conclusion 
of the nine-day gun deer hunt, there was still 
plenty of corn standing in fields with harvest 
just 66% complete, 22 days behind the 2018 
harvest.

According to the Nov. 9 U.S. Department 
of Agriculture National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service’s Wisconsin Crop Progress and 
Condition report, corn for grain harvest was 
78% complete, more than four weeks ahead 
of last year and 13 days ahead of the five-year 
average.

As of Nov. 9, the DNR reported that archery 
license sales were up 12% from the same date 
last year. Gun license sales, including Patron, 
Sports and gun-deer licenses are up 9.5% 
combined compared to the same time last year.

Lobner said there could be a number of ex-
planations for the increase in sales in the weeks 
prior to the start of the season.

“National trends have indicated that anytime 
the economy slows down, there is an increase 
in hunting licenses as people are interested in 
pursuing a less expansive food source,” he said. 

HUNTERS’ SAFETY

Precautions urged during gun deer season

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources photo

In an effort to help keep Wisconsin’s deer herd healthy, state wildlife biologists are asking people to 
report sick or dead deer.

By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

A few years ago, Rock Springs farmer 
Roman Miller said goodbye to his com-
bine, corn planter and the rest of his row 
cropping equipment.

Instead of continuing to row crop, 
which “wasn’t that much fun” anymore 
as expenses went up, margins went down 
and erosion ate away at the land, Miller 
said, he turned his attention fully grazing 
on his 230-acre grass-fed beef operation. 
Getting rid of his equipment was his 
way of making sure that he would follow 
through.

“I kind of wanted to knock out all of the 
crutches just in case you wanted ... to go 
back,” Miller said Nov. 10 during a fall 
and winter grazing techniques webinar.

The 2017 transition to all grass saw not 
just the departure of row cropping equip-
ment, of course. Seven miles of fencing 
and 5 miles of water lines were added in 
the effort to convert 175 acres from corn 
and soybeans to grass, Miller said.

Miller, who said that the farm has about 
200 head of cattle in total, said that they’re 
still working on some things a little bit 
here and there, but so far, the change has 
been good.

“The concept is a great concept,” Miller 
said. “It’s quite profitable.”

The key to being profitable is to limit 
the amount of winter feed needed, said 
Serge Koenig, Sauk County Land Re-
sources and Environment conservation 
technician.

Every day that can be knocked off of 
winter feeding is more money in the bank 
account, Koenig said.

Miller agreed that working to shave off 
winter feeding days is good for profits.

“That’s where a lot of your profit goes, 
is feeding those hay bales,” Miller said.

Rotational grazing has helped Miller cut 
down on hay feeding days on his farm.

“Before you’d run out of grass in Au-
gust maybe, September sometimes, but 
the last three years now, I’ve been grazing 
‘til the middle of December. This year, 
it’s probably going to be the first week 
of December when I run out of grass 
just because I’ve got a few more animals 
around,” Miller said, calling the difference 
in hay days “huge.”

During the winter, Miller has tried both 
bale grazing and bale unrolling methods 
to keep his herd fed and spread nutrients 
from the bales.

“I guess I’m little bit on the fence on 
which way to go, bale grazing or bale 
unrolling,” Miller said. “They’re both a 
good system.”

Miller said that he bale grazed in a grid 
that leaves 30 feet between bales in each 
direction.

Bale grazing provides the option to just 
set out all the bales in November and have 
that taken care of for the whole winter, 
Miller said.

Switch to 

grazing proves 

profitable

See GRAZING, Page 2ASee HUNTING, Page 2A
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