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By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

ELEVA — Paul Adams 
thought he had done everything 
right.

His northern Trempealeau 
County dairy farm had been 
certified organic in 2002. He 
took care of his cattle, his land 
and his employees. He even had 
a daughter hoping to eventually 
take over the farm that had been 
in his family for 148 years.

But by early March, his barns 
were empty, his cows were load-
ed onto trailers headed to Texas 
and Adams Dairy had joined the 
growing number of farms forced 
out of the dairy industry due to 
unfavorable market conditions in 
recent years.

“I could not see a way to 
produce milk cheaper while 
still taking care of my cattle and 
employees how I felt was right,” 
Adams said. “You think, jeepers, 
you should have done something 
differently. But you talk to any-
body in the industry, and they’re 
all hurting.”

Adams was cropping about 
1,100 acres and milking about 
600 cows, but declining organic 
milk prices and growing debts 
were catching up with him, and 
several factors that hit in 2019, 
including weather difficulties, 
loss of a bedding supplier and 
no rebound in the price of milk, 
made it impossible to continue 
farming, he said.

“We pushed it as far as we 
could go,” he said.

Wisconsin lost a total of 818 
milk cow herds in 2019, accord-
ing the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 

Protection. In the past five years, 
the state has lost more than 3,000 
dairy herds. This year has started 
off much the same way, with an-
other 64 dairy farmers leaving the 
business in the first two months 
of 2020, according to DATCP.

For many years, organic was 
seen as a bright spot in the dairy 
industry. But recently organic 
prices have been declining as 
well as more milk comes on the 
market.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, organic 
milk production jumped 18.5% 
in 2016. Because the jump in 
production eclipsed the growth in 
market demand, wholesale pur-
chasers of raw organic milk cut 
prices to farmers by 25 to 30% or 
more, according to the Cornuco-
pia Institute, an organic industry 

watchdog group.
Adams said that rapid increase 

in the amount of organic milk 
on the market was making it 
increasingly difficult to find both 
a steady buyer and a good price 
for his milk, and on Oct. 31, 
2017, Adams was given 60 days 
notice that a milk contract with 
their distributor on the East Coast 
would not be renewed.

“There was so much cheap 
milk on the East Coast from 
Plains states large dairies,” Ad-
ams said.

Adams was most recently ship-
ping milk with Dairy Farmers of 
America to Kemps. Before that, 
the dairy was shipping milk to 
the East Coast through Amish 
Country Farms with Scenic Cen-
tral Co-op.

‘A spiral downward’
Organic dairy farmer loses family farm after 148 years
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Paul Adams stood in the empty free-stall barn on his Trempealeau County organic dairy farm. Many of 
Adams’ cows were sold to a large dairy in Texas.

The milkhouse on Paul Adams’ Eleva dairy farm had 4,000-gallon milk 
tanks to allow for storage before shipping.

By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

Maple trees across the state of 
Wisconsin have been tapped, sap 
has started flowing and producers 
have started outputting gallons 
upon gallons of sweet syrup as 
maple season gets underway.

That season kicked off a little 
earlier than usual for most produc-
ers, said Theresa Baroun, executive 
director of the Wisconsin Maple 
Syrup Producer’s Association.

Baroun, who has 1,200 taps and 
buys from other producers to output 
200 gallons of syrup a year at her 
family’s business in De Pere, said 
that they tapped two weeks earlier 
and were on their fifth boiling.

A little over a week into March, 

they had produced about half of 
the maple syrup they expected to, 
Baroun said.

At Pozarski Family Farms in 
Boyd, sap collection began about 
three weeks earlier than it has the 
past couple of years, said Jessica 
Pozarski, who operates the farm 
with her husband, Blake.

The Pozarskis, who have about 
2,000 taps and try to grow a little 
every year, had their first cooking 
two Sundays ago and hoped to im-
prove on the 1,000 gallons of syrup 
they produced last year, despite 
encountering a few challenges with 
the woods so far this year.

Maple season was also off to an 
early start in Dallas, where A&M 
Pure Maple Syrup, operated by 
Andy and Marilyn Humphrey, 

began cooking down sap about 
two and a half weeks sooner than 
previous years.

So far, the Humphreys have 
cooked down about 10,000 gallons 
of sap, and with their 3,500 taps 
and the sap they buy from other 
local producers, they hope to cook 
down over 100,000 gallons of sap 
into 3,300 gallons of finished pure 
maple syrup.

Like most agricultural endeav-
ors, the success and timing of 
maple season is dependent on the 
weather.

For maple producers, tempera-
tures that dip below freezing at 
night and rise into the mid 30s 
through 40s are ideal to get the sap 
flowing.

Maple syrup season off to an early start
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Maple sap is clear coming out of a 
tree.

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

Farmers across Wisconsin are 
looking for a bit of a break this 
year when it comes to precipita-
tion. According to Timm Uhlmann, 
meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service in Green Bay, the 
odds are the state won’t be in for 
another record-breaking year in 
terms of precipitation.

Unfortunately, that doesn’t nec-
essarily mean a return to normal, 
he said.

Green Bay has had two re-
cord-breaking wet years in a 
row, Uhlmann said. The 30-year 
average rainfall in the area is 29.5 
inches. In 2018, Green Bay set a 
record with 39 inches, and 2019 
broke that with 48 inches.

“It’s been a wet couple years 
for Wisconsin, for sure,” Uhlmann 
said during a March 2 webinar 
“Weather forecasts: How are they 
made?” presented by UW-Ex-
tension Discovery Farms. “But 
it’s very unlikely this will set the 
standard for every year running. 
We broke the record two years in a 
row, but the odds of that happening 
again are less than 1%.

“Which isn’t to say we won’t be 
above normal again, but the odds 
that we get near that record again 
are unlikely. But it is important to 
acknowledge how abnormally wet 
it has been.”

Uhlmann pointed to three month 
outlook maps by the National 
Weather Service’s Climate Pre-
diction Center that show eastern 
Wisconsin with a greater chance 
than the rest of the state of see-
ing above average temperatures 
over the course of the next three 
months and the entire state having 
a chance of above normal precipi-
tation in that same time span.

“This has been predicting a 
warmer and wetter spring than 
average,” he said. “This past year 
was very harsh on the ag com-
munity. Unfortunately, through 
summer, they are expecting wetter 
than average. But that doesn’t 
mean there won’t be dry weeks in 
there as well.”

Uhlmann said climatology 
summaries show that the average 
annual precipitation and tempera-
ture trends in Wisconsin have been 
on a gradual increase.

“But that is a climate trend,” he 
said. “Just because it’s been wetter 
and warmer as an average doesn’t 
mean that we can’t see drought or 
that we won’t see cold days.”

The National Weather Service 
is part of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Association 
under the U.S. Department of 
Commerce.

Long-range 
forecasts 
show above 
average 
moisture
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TRACTOR
CENTRAL®

$300 off the X370 Select Series Lawn Tractor
$$3,899
• 18.5-hp engine
• 42-in. Accel Deep mower deck
• Power Steering & Hydraulic Lift
• 4-year/300 hr. Bumper-to-bumper warranty
(whic(whichever comes first)

Save $300 on
X390 and X394
models as well!

Offer valid on eligible equipment purchased between March 3, 2020 and April 30, 2020. Some
restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Warranty based on years or hours used, whichever comes first.

TractorCentral.com


