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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The federal budget deficit 
is ballooning on President 
Donald Trump’s watch and 
few in Washington seem to 
care.

And even if they did, the 
political dynamics that en-
abled bipartisan deficit-cut-
ting deals decades ago has 
disappeared, replaced by bit-
ter partisanship and chronic 
dysfunction.

That’s the reality that will 
greet Trump’s latest bud-
get, which will promptly be 
shelved after landing with 
a thud on Monday. Like 
previous spending blueprints, 
Trump’s plan for the 2020 
budget year will propose cuts 
to many domestic programs 
favored by lawmakers in 
both parties but leave alone 
politically popular retirement 
programs such as Medicare 
and Social Security.

Federal 
budget  
deficit  

balloons

Hearing actor Luke Perry 
died Monday after suffer-
ing a massive stroke took 
Tammy Tisdale by 
surprise. He was 
52, and she is 53.

A stroke occurs 
when the blood 
supply to part of 
the brain is inter-
rupted or reduced, 
depriving brain 
tissue of oxygen 
and nutrients. 
Within minutes, 
brain cells begin 
to die.

“Every time I hear about 
someone suffering from or 

dying of a stroke, I feel so 
bad for the person and their 

family,” said Tam-
my, of Eau Claire.

Perry, best 
known for his role 
in “Beverly Hills, 
90210,” had been 
hospitalized since 
Feb. 27.

The actor’s 
death is a solemn 
reminder that a 
stroke can strike 
anyone at any age. 
Just ask Tammy. 
Seventeen years 

ago, the mother of three — 
then 35 — had a stroke.

January 2002
On Jan. 21, 2002, Tammy 

was sweeping up dust from 
a window project in her 
basement when she felt 
lightheaded. Crawling up the 
stairs, Tammy laid down on 
the couch.

The dizziness didn’t go 
away, her body began to feel 
tingly, and her right side 
went numb. She also got a 
bad headache.

“I knew something was 
wrong,” said Tammy, whose 
husband, Jeff, took her to 
Mayo Clinic Health System’s 
emergency department, 
where she immediately 
threw up.

Sobering reminder
Actor’s death, EC woman’s story  

show stroke doesn’t discriminate

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

Tammy Tisdale of Eau Claire is living proof 
that stroke doesn’t discriminate based 
on age. The 53-year-old Tisdale suffered 
a stroke at age 35, surprising herself and 
many others.
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Officials preparing for high flood risk as record snow melts

FLOOD FEARS
By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

A
s Chippewa Valley residents dig out 
from yet another snowstorm this 
weekend, local officials are looking 

ahead to what happens when it all melts.
Though it might seem hard to imagine 

at this point, the towering snow banks lin-
ing streets and driveways soon will turn to 
water. And with that much-anticipated rite 
of spring will come the risk of flooding.

The National Weather Service is pre-
dicting a higher-than-usual risk of flooding 
this spring for much of the Upper Mid-
west, including west-central Wisconsin, 
as a result of the winter’s record-setting 
snowfall. Eau Claire received 53.7 inches 
of snow in February, shattering a 90-year-
old record for monthly snowfall in what 
through Friday had been the third-snowi-
est winter in recorded history.

“We’re taking this pretty seriously,” said 
Tyler Esh, emergency management coor-
dinator for Eau Claire County. “With the 
historical snowfall levels after a fall that 
was wetter than normal and more precip-
itation in the forecast, a lot of factors are 
lining up to potentially make it a bad year 
for flooding.”

Local public works officials and emer-
gency response personnel will meet Mon-
day to go over flooding response plans and 
discuss the latest National Weather Ser-
vice flooding outlook, which was released 
Thursday.

The agency’s analysis indicated the 

Chippewa River has a 30 percent chance 
of reaching major flood stage, or 778 feet 
above sea level, in downtown Eau Claire. 
That compares with the typical spring 
risk of less than 5 percent. It set the risk of 
reaching moderate flood stage (776 feet) 
at 34 percent, up from 7 percent normal-
ly, and the risk of minor flood stage (773 
feet) at 62 percent, up from the usual 14 
percent.

The forecast showed a 63 percent 
chance of minor flooding and a 26 percent 
chance of moderate flooding of the Eau 
Claire River near Fall Creek, both signifi-
cantly higher than normal. However, the 
risk of major flooding on the Eau Claire 
River was set at the typical level of less 
than 5 percent.

Eau Claire County emergency management coordinator Tyler Esh stands Friday 
with barriers that local communities could deploy in the event of flooding. Heavy 
snowfall has left most of west-central Wisconsin with an elevated risk of flooding.

Staff photos by Dan Reiland

Above: The city of Eau Claire ordered 30,000 additional sand bags last week for protection in case anticipated spring flooding on 
the Chippewa River requires reinforcement of the dike, at left, along Forest Street. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.
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