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By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire public library’s 
initial goal to raise $11.5 million in 
private donations for a renovation 
and expansion project is too high 
because local philanthropists feel a 
sense of donor fatigue, according to 
a report from fundraising experts.

Hired by L.E. Phillips Memorial 
Public Library to study the feasi-
bility of getting money for a major 
project, Crescendo Fundraising 
Professionals of Houston., Minn., 
submitted a report recently on its 
research, including local donor in-
terviews and online survey results.

The consultants found great com-
munity support for the library and 
interest in overhauling the 43-year-
old building to add square footage 
for more programs and amenities.

Crescendo interviewed many local 
philanthropists, who were generally 
positive about the building expansion 
and renovation, seeing the library’s 
current shortcomings and importance 
of its future in the community.

rain

Report: Library target too high
Instead of $11.5 million 

goal to help fund 
project, consultants 
suggest $7 million
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Katie Wirth of Boyceville reads Friday in L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library, 400 Eau Claire St., which she visits twice a month to 
look at books. The library is planning a renovation and expansion project that would include adding a third floor to the building.See LIBRARY  Page 2A
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Foxconn Technology Group director of U.S. strategic 
initiatives Alan Yeung announces his company’s plans for 
creating 150 tech jobs in downtown Eau Claire during a 
news conference in Phoenix Park on July 16.

By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

MADISON — Foxconn 
Technology Group shifted 
its stated strategy yet again 
on Friday for a massive 
Wisconsin campus, cred-
iting a conversation with 
President Donald Trump 
for cementing plans to pro-
ceed with building a factory 
to make high-tech liquid 
display screens.

The news capped a week 
of confusion about Fox-
conn’s plans in Wisconsin. 
The company announced in 
2017, to much fanfare, that it 
planned to invest $10 billion 
in the state and hire 13,000 
people to build an LCD 
factory that could make 
screens for televisions and 
a variety of other devices.

The company last year 
said it was reducing the 
scale of what was to be 
made in Wisconsin, from 
what is known as a Gen 10 
factory to Gen 6. But this 
week, even that was thrown 
into question with Foxconn 
executive Louis Woo said 
it couldn’t compete in the 
television screen market 
and would not be making 
LCD panels in Wisconsin.

But on Friday, in yet 
another twist, Foxconn said 
after discussions with the 
White House and a person-
al conversation between 
Trump and Foxconn chair-
man Terry Gou, it plans to 
proceed with the smaller 
manufacturing facility.

“Great news on Foxconn 
in Wisconsin after my con-
versation with Terry Gou!” 
Trump tweeted.

Wisconsin’s new Demo-

cratic governor criticized 
the company Friday for its 
flip-flopping.

“There’s no limit, frankly, 
to skepticism if the messag-
ing isn’t coherent,” Evers 
told reporters. “I’m comfort-
able that they’re still com-
mitted to the state. They’re 
committed to this Genera-
tion 6 technology, but that 
doesn’t mean that we (won’t) 
encourage them to be more 
transparent and consistent in 
their messaging.”

The latest Foxconn state-
ment did not say whether 
the commitment to this size 
factory would affect the 
type of workers who would 
be employed in Wisconsin. 
Foxconn’s Woo told Reuters 
earlier this week that about 
three-quarters of workers 
in Wisconsin would be 
in research and develop-
ment-type jobs, not man-
ufacturing. Woo said the 
Wisconsin project would 
be more of a research hub, 
rather than having a manu-
facturing focus.

A Foxconn spokeswom-
an had no immediate 
comment about what its 
plans to build the “Gen 6” 
factory would mean for the 
makeup of the workforce. 
The difference between a 
“Gen 10” and “Gen 6” plant 
rests with the size of the 
original glass used to make 
the screens. The larger 
plant, which had been part 
of Foxconn’s initial plans, 
would have used glass 
more than three times as 
large as what the smaller 
facility will use. The “Gen 
6” plant can make screens 
ranging in size from a 
smart phone to a 75-inch 
television, while the larger 
plant would have allowed 
for devices as large as 9½ 
feet by 11 feet.

The “Gen 6” plant is 
expected to be smaller in 
size and less expensive than 
a “Gen 10” factory, but Fox-
conn has not specified just 
how large it will be.

Foxconn shifts plan after Trump intervenes

By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

Whether Foxconn officials decide 
to build flat screen panels at a new 
plant in southeast Wisconsin or 
change that plan to focus on devel-
oping technology, an innovation 
center the company planned in Eau 
Claire should not be affected, a city 
official said Friday.

“At this point we don’t see the 
Foxconn announcement having an 
impact here in Eau Claire,” said 
Aaron White, the city’s econom-
ic development director. “We are 
operating on the premise that as far 
as the plans here go, nothing will 
change.”

Foxconn, the Taiwan-based elec-
tronics manufacturer, caused a stir 
earlier this week after the company 
announced it was shifting its initial 
plan to employ 13,000 workers 
building flat screens at a $10 billion 
plant in the village of Mount Pleas-
ant in Racine County. The company 
said instead of making flat screens, 
most of its workers would develop 
technology.

However, on Friday Foxconn 
officials reversed course and sent a 
statement reiterating the company’s 
intent to building a manufacturing 
plant in Wisconsin following a con-
versation between President Trump 
and Foxconn chairman Terry Gou.

Eau Claire 
Foxconn 

plans likely 
not affected

See EAU CLAIRE  Page 2A
See FOXCONN  Page 2A
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