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As consequences from 
the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic started to hit agri-
culture full force, Wisconsin 
dairy farmers made head-
lines for dumping milk due 
to supply chain issues.

Across the state’s western 
border, though, Iowa and 
Minnesota farmers were 
making headlines for anoth-
er supply-chain issue: Due 
to disruptions in the pork 
processing industry, farmers 
were suddenly faced with a 
large surplus of unmarket-
able hogs and left with the 
difficult decision of whether 
and how to start euthanizing 
parts of their herds.

Harvest capacity has 
improved since the begin-
ning of the pandemic, but 
the National Pork Producers 
Council has estimated that 
producers will lose over $5 
billion collectively this year, 
not including lost value from 
pigs euthanized or donated 
or the costs associated with 
depopulation and disposal.

The pain was felt keenly 
in Iowa and Minnesota, 
who at 25.2 million head 
and 9.6 million head, 
respectively, in the period 
of March through May held 
the nation’s largest hog 
inventories, according to a 
United States Department 
of Agriculture National Ag-

ricultural Statistics Service 
inventory report.

Faced with backlogs of 
thousands of animals, some 
swine farmers did ultimately 
make the hard decision to 
begin euthanizing animals.

The kind of widespread 
depopulation that happened 
in Iowa and Minnesota 
didn’t show up in Wiscon-
sin, said Jeff Swenson, live-
stock and meat specialist at 
the Wisconsin Department 
of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection during 
a virtual Badger Swine 
Symposium on Nov. 5.

Though Wisconsin 
was able to keep the meat 
moving relatively well and 
state-inspected facilities are 
doing a lot, Swenson said, 
plants are still stretched thin 
and many meat processors 
are booked out until the first 
quarter of 2022, making it 
hard to have any unsched-
uled butchering done in 
2021.

While COVID-19 was 
an unexpected blow to the 
swine industry, it’s far from 
the only circumstance that 
could prompt depopulation, 
though. In addition to market 
disruptions, a number of 
categories of disease, toxic 
or radiologic exposure, or 
natural disasters are causes 
that may necessitate de-
population, according to 
recommendations from the 
American Association of 

Swine Veterinarians.
Basic planning and taking 

advantage of available 
resources can help prepare 
for such events and be of 
assistance in case of an 
emergency.

It’s hard to plan for depop-
ulation if a farmer doesn’t 
have data, such as where the 
pigs are and what sizes they 
are, readily available because 
some methods of depopula-
tion will be more or less effi-
cient than others, said Becki 
Slater, emergency response 
coordinator for DATCP’s 
Division of Animal Health.

There isn’t a one-size-fits-
all recommended approach 
to depopulation.

Some methods won’t be 
practical for mass numbers 
or different ages of pigs, 
said Julie McGwin, who 
manages the DATCP swine 
program. Other factors 
when selecting a method 
can include human safety 
and pigs’ mobility.

Decisions will vary prem-
ise to premise, Slater said, 
and professionals can give 
recommendations for depop-
ulation and disposal based 
on a specific herd and the 
circumstances being faced.

Depending on which 

factors are in effect when a 
decision is made, preferred 
methods of depopulation 
include gunshot, penetrating 
or non-penetrating captive 
bolts, electrocution, manual 
blunt force trauma, inhala-
tion methods such as carbon 
dioxide and non-inhalation 
methods, McGwin said, 
citing information primarily 
from the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association.

Other options, such as 
ventilation shutdown and 
sodium nitrite, are less 
ideal but are permitted in 
constrained circumstances, 
McGwin said.

Humane handling before 
and during depopulation; 
rapid loss of consciousness; 
and minimal, if any, anxiety, 
pain or distress before loss 
of consciousness are goals 
to strive for when making 
decisions about depopula-
tion, McGwin said.

The decisions made to try 
to achieve those goals when 
depopulation is a necessity 
won’t necessarily be clear 
cut, but knowing which 
options are available and 
where to get advice could 
be the place to start.

Contact: courteney.
jacob@ecpc.com.

Pandemic brings concerns about depopulation

By Nate Jackson
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An additional $10 million 
will be going to two of 
Wisconsin’s largest hunger 
relief organizations to help 
serve people experiencing 
food insecurity during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Gov. Tony Evers and the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade, and Con-
sumer Protection announced 
the additional funding for 
the Food Security Initiative 
Nov. 12, bringing the total 
investment in Wisconsin’s 
agricultural and food in-
dustries during the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic 
to $75 million, DATCP 
Secretary-designee Randy 
Romanski said during a Nov. 
12 meeting with agricultural 
media.

“There isn’t a family, 
worker, or industry that 
hasn’t experienced the 
effects of the ongoing 
pandemic,” Evers said in a 
Nov. 12 news release. “This 
funding bridges an important 
gap, not only helping these 
organizations continue to 
do their good work, but also 
helping farmers get their 
goods to folks across the 
state and Wisconsin families 
put food on the table.”

Hunger Task Force and 
Feeding Wisconsin will each 
receive $5 million in grant 
funding. The money will be 
used to purchase food for 
distribution, and for food 
storage and transportation.

“COVID-19 has brought 
uncertainty for many people, 
but no one should have to 
worry about how they’ll 
feed themselves or their 
family, especially in a state 
like Wisconsin where we 
grow produce process so 
much,” Romanski said. “The 
Food Security Initiative 
has already helped many 
organizations adjust to the 
pandemic and provide high 
quality nutritious Wisconsin 
food products to people in 
need across our state.”

“At a time when we are 

seeing a 70% increase in 
demand for our services 
and our food banks are 
purchasing more food than 
ever before, these funds 
are enabling us to source 
great Wisconsin products to 
distribute to our neighbors 
faced with food insecurity 
during this challenging 
time,” Feeding Wisconsin 
Executive Director Stepha-
nie Jung Dorfman said in a 
news release.

The Food Security Initia-
tive was announced in May 
2020. The funding has been 
distributed in three parts: the 
$5 million COVID-19 Food 
Security Network Support 
Grant, the $10 million 
COVID-19 Food Security 
and Wisconsin Products 
Grant, and the additional $10 
million announced today. 
For more information, visit 
foodsecurity.wi.gov.

More mink positive for 
coronavirus

Mink on a second Taylor 
County mink farm have test-
ed positive for the coronavi-
rus, Romanski said Nov. 12.

Between the two farms, 
approximately 5,400 mink 
have died, he said. DATCP 
confirmed the first mink 
deaths from the virus on a 
Taylor County farm Oct. 8.

Romanski said DATCP is 
working with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture and 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural 
Resources and Department 
of Health Services, local 
public health officials and 
veterinarians, and members 
of the mink industry “to 
share the information that 
we have available as well 
as best practices to hope-
fully prevent the virus from 
spreading further.”

“To my knowledge, there 
has not been movement of 
animals from one farm to 
the other so that’s one of the 
things that that we have to 
continue to review,” he said.

Contact: nathan.
jackson@ecpc.com.

Additional $10 million 
for Food Security 
Initiative announced

We congratulate Pres-
ident-elect Biden and the 
incoming members of the 
117th Congress. There’s a lot 
of work to do in this country 
in the next few months and 
years, from legislating to 
healing. Dairy is ready to do 
its part — and much more, if 

that’s what the nation needs.
The National Milk Pro-

ducers Federation, based 
in Arlington, VA, develops 
and carries out policies that 
advance dairy producers 
and the cooperatives they 
own. NMPF’s member 
cooperatives produce more 
than two-thirds of U.S. milk, 
making NMPF dairy’s voice 
on Capitol Hill and with 
government agencies.
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CASE IH 2294
was $19,900 .....Now $15,995

'07 JD 317 Skid Loader,
1,830 Hrs. ...................... $17,500

Co-op E4,
Collector Deal .................CALL

Gehl R260
..................................$26,900

Gehl R150
..................................$16,900

Ridgeland,WI
715-949-1795

white 2-135,
New Clutch...................$9,975

800-559-1717
Bruce • 715-308-7683

www.synergycoop.com

JD 250
Skid Loader.................. $10,500

New LS Tractors
25-97 HP. .................oN HAND

Just In
Farmall 40

Mustang 440 Skid Steer .............................. $5,800

NH L220 ..................................................... $16,975

Bison Blades On Hand......................................CALL

Gehl 2412 Discbine ..................................... $11,500

Used Gehl 1540 Forage Blower, Nice ...............CALL

Tonutti 8 whl. Rake ...................................... $4,999

Mensch Scrapers .....................................7’-$1,699

Bk 72 Bale Slicer .......................................... $5,995

kasco 14’ Fertilizer Auger ............................. $2,450

New pMC 500 Feeders ....................................CALL

kuhn Maxx 300 Merger ............................... $17,900

Loftness 15’ Stalk Shredder
w/Windrower..............New Special price $22,900

Great plains Rotary Cutters.............................CALL
MF 1085, Cab, Loader .................................... $8,900
JD B w/Loader ............................................... $1,695

Hounsell’s East Side
Country Market
920-748-2360

Corner of W13196 Hwy. 23
& Douglas St., Ripon, WI

Temporary Hours Everyday 10-5
Please Call Ahead to Verify Hours

Farm, Logging &
Construction Toys
920-960-0990 • After Hours

HOUNSELL’S
Come Visit Us

C
ut
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is
O
ut
!

Hounsell’s Country Store
920-322-9483

302 Prospect Ave. • North Fond du Lac, WI
Minutes East of I-41

Temporary Hours Everyday 10-5
Please Call Ahead to Verify Hours
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TRACTORS
Ford 9700, 150Hp, Cab, Air,
Heat, New Clutch........$12,900

Ford 7710, Diesel, Cab, 2WD, 86
H.P...............................$12,900

‘14 Used Kubota, M108-SDSC2,
4WD, Cab, air, heat, 540/1,000
r.p.m. with Kubota, LA 1403
loader & bucket,
1,743 hours..................$54,000

IH 560 Gas, WF, 3Pt. ...... $4,800

IH 460, Diesel, WF.......... $4,900

IH 300 Tractor, w/All Hyd.
Loader ...........................$3,500

2012 Kubota L3800DT, maual
shift, 410 hrs. ............... $11,500

‘11 Kubota L3200 HST,
4WD, 408Hrs.,
LA524 QA Loader ......$15,900

JD B, Gas, w/Loader....... $1,400

Jacobsen Tractor, 80 H.P. w/15’
reel cut gang mower.......$3,500

AC WC, NF, All New Rubber,
Wheel Wts., Chains....... $2,700

AC WD, WF, snap.............$2,300
Farmall H, runs Great .......$1,300
Farmall B, exc. rubber,
hyd..................................$1,300

IH 460, diesel, WF, newer
overhaul .........................$4,900

Farmall M, wide front...... $2,500
AC C, NF ........................ $1,200
(4) Ford 8N & Ford 9N, WF,
3-pt. .............Starting at $1,400

IH 656, Diesel, WF, 3 Pt.,
70 H.P., Excellent.......... $7,900

IH C, NF, new rears......... $1,700

MISC.

IH 100 E Crawler
Loader, 70HP, Diesel .... $5,900

AC H3 Crawler,
w/Blade & Rear Hyd. .....$4,900

Cat D5 Crawler,
Wide Track, Hyd. Blade &
Angle, 126”..................$19,900

DISCBINES
NH 1431, 13’ Cut
2 pt. Swivel Hitch ........$15,500

bar-h implement
Stone Lake, WI • www.barhimp.com

715-865-6211 or 715-635-3484
Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am to 5 pm; Saturday 8 am to 1 pm; Sunday Closed
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KUBOTA BX25D
Tractor/Loader/Backhoe

Really Clean, 3PT
$16,900

KUBOTA RTV 500
105 Hrs., Gas
Like New
$7,900

‘12 KUBOTA L4600 HST
4WD, 280Hrs.
All Hyd. Loader

$26,000


