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GOT A NEWS TIP?

By Kevin Murphy

Special to the Leader-Telegram

MADISON — The city of 
Osseo seeks to replace its 
aging drinking water treat-
ment plant with a $4.43 million 
facility that would be more 
energy efficient and prevent 
declining water quality issues, 
according to the city public 
works director.

Built in 1964, the plant is 30 
years past the normal useful 
life for facilities that remove 
harmful materials from 

pumped water and make it safe 
to drink.

“Iron residue is our biggest 
problem, and it’s not being 
filtered in the best way,” said 
Benjamin Ganter, the city’s 
public works director the past 
six months.

Filters used to remove iron 
and manganese from the water 
supply have to be manually 
back-washed daily, consuming 
hours of staff time and thou-
sands of gallons of water.

“It takes up the better part 
of our water operator’s day,” 
Ganter said.

A new treatment plant 
would use modern technology 
and the filters would hopefully 
have to be back-washed only 
once a week, reducing costs to 
pump water and treat it at the 
wastewater plant, he said.

A new plant would be built 
adjacent to the Well 3 site at 
U.S. 10 and U.S. 53, and house 
aeration and sediment removal 
equipment, updated electron-
ic controls, chemical storage, 
office and garage space.

The existing plant and un-
derground storage tank would 
be demolished.

The city has applied for 
state and federal loans to fund 
the project, both of which have 
principal forgiveness clauses 
reducing the amount of money 
the city would have to repay, 
Ganter said.

Whether water rates will in-
crease will not be known until 
the loan terms are determined 
and the construction bids 
returned, he said.

A water rate study was 
completed in 2019, but didn’t 
recommend a water rate in-
crease at the time, Ganter said. 
The water utility has received 

3 percent rates increases in 
recent years and has healthy 
fund balances and a low 
amount of debt, he said.

“We may be able to move 
forward without a substantial 
rate increase but we won’t 
know until later on in the pro-
cess,” Ganter said.

Engineering company SEH 
anticipates approval from the 
Public Service Commission 
and the Department of Natu-
ral Resources by August and 
construction to begin in May 
2021 and completed in Septem-
ber 2022.

Osseo seeks new water treatment plant
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Roosevelt School fourth-graders Claire Jensen, left, and her twin sister, Emily, work on making a fleece tied blanket Friday as 
part of a Valentine’s Day party. The blankets will be donated to The Beacon House, Bolton Refuge House, Dove Healthcare 
and Mayo Clinic Birthing Center. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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CHIPPEWA FALLS — A Chip-
pewa Falls man who head-butted 
his attorney in the courtroom in 
September 2017, punched Chip-
pewa County Sheriff Jim Kowal-
czyk and got into a fight in jail 
was sentenced Friday to serve 
three years in prison, on top of 
a prior sentence he is already 
serving.

Ryan J. Denning, 
31, 501 Maitland 
Drive, was already 
serving a two-year 
prison sentence 
on a conviction of 
being an inmate 
throwing or expel-
ling bodily fluids 
in Dodge County 
Court. On Friday, 
Chippewa County Judge James 
Isaacson ordered the three-year 
prison sentence and one year of 
extended supervision, consecu-
tive to the Dodge County case.

Chippewa County District 
Attorney Wade Newell recom-
mended the three-year sentence, 
saying a message needed to be 
sent.

“It was important for (the 
sentence) to be consecutive, so 
Mr. Denning and others learn 
that assaulting officers is not ac-
ceptable,” Newell said. “It shows 
that officer safety is treated 
importantly.”

Kowalczyk was the lone per-
son to testify during Friday’s 
sentencing. Afterward, Kowal-
czyk said he was pleased with 
Isaacson’s ruling.

“I think law enforcement is 
satisfied with the sentence he 
got here in Chippewa County,” 
Kowalczyk said. “It’s discourag-
ing, the amount this has cost the 
taxpayers.”

After the incident where 
Denning assaulted attorney 
John Bachman in court, he has 
routinely appeared in court via 
video, rather than being brought 
over from the jail. During one 
hearing, he was handcuffed with 
his arms in front of him. Three 
jailers were in the room with 
him, noticeably all wearing blue, 
rubber protective gloves.

In 2015, Denning was convict-
ed of burglary while armed with 
a dangerous weapon and he was 
originally given a nine-month 
jail sentence. However, his pro-
bation was revoked in July 2016 
and he was given a two-year 
prison sentence, but given credit 
for time already served.

Court records show that Den-
ning attacked an inmate in the 
Stanley Correctional Institution 
on Jan. 18, 2017, hitting the man 
in his mouth and back of head.

In a separate incident, Den-
ning assaulted a man Sept. 12, 
2017, in Chippewa Falls, causing 
numerous injuries to his face 
and an elbow. When police lo-
cated him, he resisted arrest and 
attempted to injure an officer in 
the jail.

Contact: chris.vetter@ecpc.com
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By Travis Nyhus
Dunn County News

Homelessness is a hidden 
problem in Dunn County.

With cold winter nights, 
such as Thursday and Fri-
day’s sub-zero tem-
peratures, Stepping 
Stones of Dunn Coun-
ty’s Winter Haven 
shelter does what it 
can to provide a warm 
place overnight during 
the coldest part of the 
year.

Winter Haven began 
in 2011 to accommo-
date a population of indi-
viduals that didn’t meet the 
criteria for temporary fami-
ly-based shelter that Stepping 
Stones operates.

Stepping Stones first 
worked with St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in providing 
a shelter for three years be-
fore it purchased and opened 
its building at 1518 Stout Road 
in 2014. The shelter is open 
from mid-November until 
the end of March providing a 
place to sleep, food, showers 
and laundry facilities.

Stepping Stones Shelter 

Coordinator Heidi Hooten 
said homelessness is an issue 
that many are not aware of 
in Dunn County because the 
homeless are far less visible 
than expected.

“It’s not like California 
where they’re all lay-
ing out on the street 
at night,” she said of 
the homeless in the 
community. “Our 
people are hiding be-
cause they don’t want 
to get rousted from 
where they are. And 
they’re couch surfing 
and you can couch 

surf for only so long and 
you run out of friends. Then 
comes that night when you 
have nowhere else to go.”

To provide nightly shelter 
for those in need, Winter 
Haven needs volunteers. 
Without volunteers, the shel-
ter would close, Hooten said. 
Winter Haven runs two shifts 
during a night from 7:30 p.m. 
to 1:30 a.m. and 1:30 a.m. to 
7:30 a.m. Each shift needs 
two trained volunteers to 
operate.

Volunteers act like hosts, 
Hooten said. They welcome 

guests into the shelter, check-
ing to make sure they’re not 
impaired by drugs or alcohol 
and help fill out paperwork 
for new guests.

Second-shift volunteers 
wake up guests in the morn-
ing and make sure they’re 
ready to start the new day. 
Most of the time volunteers 
are free to work on projects 
or read, she said.

“When we started Winter 
Haven we purposely chose 
to run it with volunteers be-
cause we wanted to have peo-
ple connect with people they 
wouldn’t normally meet and 
get rid of that stigma that’s 
attached to homelessness,” 
Hooten said, “and I think that 
has been true of people that 
have volunteered here. They 

recognize that these are just 
human beings trying to get 
by and they hear their stories 
and they really come around 
to, we have to protect folks.”

Nita Fitzgerald has been 
volunteering at Winter Hav-
en for four years.

For her, volunteering is at 
the core of having integri-
ty and it’s a simple way to 
help others. Just being at the 
shelter solves a problem for 
people, she said.

“It’s just one of those 
things that just breaks my 
heart to think that some 
people are out sleeping in the 
cold,” Fitzgerald said.

Fitzgerald said guests are 
kind, generous and grateful. 
It’s a reality check to learn 
how quickly life can get com-
plicated, she said.

“Things that you think, that 
they don’t work or any of that, 
that’s not necessarily true,” 
Fitzgerald said of the guests. 
“I think a lot of people I’ve 
met over time have jobs or 
are trying to find one. They’re 
actively engaged in trying to 
make their lives better.”

Homeless problem out of sight

Hooten

To volunteer
• Interested volunteers should 

contact Stepping Stones 
Community Connections 
program coordinator Jill 
Seichter to sign up for a 
one-hour training by calling 
715-235-2920 or emailing 
communityconnect 
@steppingstonesdc.org.
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