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Nickolas Butler

Butler is the internationally best-selling and prize-winning author of “Shotgun Lovesongs,” “Beneath 

the Bonfire,” “The Hearts of Men” and “Little Faith.” His books have been translated in more than nine 

languages and optioned by Hollywood for film and TV. His fifth book, “Godspeed” will be published by 

Putnam in 2021. Follow him on Instagram and Twitter at @wiscobutler or  

on Facebook or Goodreads.

It is well after midnight and I’m standing in the 
dewy grass of our backyard. A puppy has been 
leading me by a blue leash in erratic circles for 
over 45 minutes. If you were to track our move-
ments it would be like the drawings made with one 
of those childhood toys, the Spirograph. Tight cir-
cles looping here and there. I wander behind him, 
whispering words of encouragement and praise. I 

never thought I’d be here: A dog-owner mon-
itoring the sleep and excretory habits of 

a 15-pound, 9-week-old Bernedoodle 
named Sully. But, here I am.

There are worse ways to pass 
a late summer night. Over-

head, the Milky Way is a 
broad cloud of stars. Light-
ning bugs strobe on and 
off in the field. There is no 
wind. “Shooting stars” is a 

radically more romantic way of saying, “dying 
space junk.” But that’s what I’m seeing. Shoot-
ing stars, scudding east to southwest. The night 
is so completely still I feel somehow afraid to 
breathe, afraid I might ruin the perfection of the 
dark serenity. There is almost nothing stirring: no 
owls, no coyotes, no traffic ... I keep returning to 
this image of night as a set of talons, squeezing a 
larynx until sound is impossible.

The puppy seems to have finished his business, 
but I’m not convinced, so we stand on the wide ce-
ment back porch, and I see that the dog is enthralled. 
In the glow of the porch lights, moths flutter past 
my face, past the dog’s muzzle. Their wings are the 
soft sound of someone shuffling cards who does not 
want to be heard. The moths sometimes alight on 
the cement and the puppy springs on them, tiny jaws 
snapping. 

Black dog, black night

See BUTLER, Page 2A

FARM TECHNOLOGY DAYS 

RETURNS THIS WEEK

Photo by Dan Reiland

John Deere specialist Tyler Rumbold, center in grey, talked to dealers about a million dollar combine at the Farm 
Technology Days grounds just south of Eau Claire on Thursday, July 15. Farm Technology Days 2021 occurs this 
week, July 20-22. Grounds are open daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. See more coverage of Farm Technology Days in 
next week’s issue of The Country Today.
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Wisconsin’s new-
ly-passed state budget 
includes new and increased 
investments for agricultural 
and rural priorities.

The budget was ap-
proved by the state Assem-
bly by a vote of 64-34. The 
next day, the state Senate 
approved the budget 23-9. 
In both instances, the 
budget received a measure 
of bipartisan support, with 
a handful of Democrats 
voting with Republicans 
who control the majority.

On July 8, Evers signed 
the budget, using his broad 
veto authority to make 50 
changes.

Newly introduced in 
this budget was a meat 
processor grant program. 
The state budget allo-

cates $200,000 for 
each year of the 
biennium for that 
program. During a 
July 15 ag media 
call, Department 
of Agriculture, 
Trade and Con-
sumer Protection 
Secretary-designee 
Randy Romanski 
said department 
staff were already 
working on a re-
quest for proposals 
for the program.

The previously 
established Dairy 
Processor Grant 
program was funded and 
expanded in the budget as 
well.

The state’s Broadband 
Expansion Grant program 
will see additional funding. 
The budget allocates $129 
million in funding over the 

biennium. That fig-
ure includes $125 
million paid for 
through borrow-
ing, plus at least 
$2 million annual-
ly from the state’s 
universal service 
fund. The 2019-
2021 budget had 
invested roughly 
$50 million in the 
program.

Also new to the 
2021-2023 budget 
is funding for the 
Wisconsin Initia-
tive for Agricul-
tural Exports. That 

funding includes more than 
$1 million for the program 
over the current biennium.

The budget also con-
tinues funding for farmer 
mental health assistance.

Regarding soil and water 
health, the budget includes 

funding for county conser-
vation partners, increases 
annual funding for pro-
ducer-led watershed grants 
and allocates $7 million 
over the biennium for 
Wisconsin’s Soil and Water 
Resource Management 
Program.

Also funded were four 
additional state meat 
inspector positions and 
other staffing related to the 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection.

The budget makes several 
investments in infrastruc-
ture — beyond broadband 
— as well. Included in that 
portion of the budget are 
$100 million for a one-time 
local road improvement 
program in addition to 
investments in harbors and 
freight infrastructure.

Investments for agriculture, rural 

Wisconsin included in budget
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An expanding opportunity 
across the Pacific Ocean 
awaits U.S. dairy exports, 
according to industry ex-
perts.

In 2020, southeast Asia 
became the top export 
destination by volume for 
U.S. dairy after exports rose 
26% year-over-year, Anoo 
Pothen, director of con-
sumer insights for the U.S. 
Dairy Export Council, said 
last week during the virtual 
Dairy Experience Forum.

That growth was despite 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
And going forward, South-
east Asia — including Viet-
nam, Thailand, the Philip-
pines, Malaysia, Singapore 
and Indonesia — continues 
to be poised to offer further 
growth.

Vikki Nicholson-West, 
senior vice president of 
export ingredient marketing 
for USDEC and executive 
director of USDEC Singa-
pore, said opportunities in 
key markets like Mexico and 
China aren’t being ignored. 
But “we looked to South-
east Asia over the past few 
years because of the growth 
opportunity.”

The U.S. does not have 
the same large market share 
in Southeast Asia as it does 
in a market like Mexico, 
Nicholson-West said.

But Southeast Asia has 
been a leading destination 
for dairy ingredients — such 
as skim milk powder, whey 
ingredients and lactose — 
that can be used in other 
products, and the U.S. should 
capitalize on that, Pothen 
said. Southeast Asia has also 
become a growing destina-
tion for U.S. cheese.

Southeast Asia is expect-
ed to experience a growing 
milk deficit over the next 
decade. Urbanization, quick 
penetration of the internet 
and growing purchasing 
power, and relatively low 
dairy consumption per capi-
ta in the region also indicate 
opportunities for growing 
U.S. dairy exports.

Experts: 
Southeast 
Asia an 
opportunity 
for dairy
exports

Evers

Romanski

See EXPORTS, Page 2A

See BUDGET, Page 2A

TRACTOR
CENTRAL®

It’s Time! Visit us at WI Farm Technology Days and:
» See the 2022 X9 Combine, 8RX Tractor, Hagie Sprayer, & more…

» Visit John Deere Ride & Drive areas to see technology at work in
a 7R or 8R Tractor, or run the Gator XUV test track!

» Check out ALL the activities, food, entertainment, and more than
500 exhibitors showcasing the latest innovations in agriculture.

TractorCentral.com
wifarmtechdays.org


