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Woman still 
hospitalized  
after crash

EAU CLAIRE COUN-
TY — A Fall Creek 
woman injured in a 
head-on collision last 
week remains in critical 
condition.

Nancy J. Haldeman, 64, 
continues to be treated at 
an area hospital following 
the crash that happened 
Thursday morning on U.S. 
12 in the town of Lincoln, 
according to the Eau 
Claire County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The identity of the driv-
er in the second vehicle 
involved in the crash was 
also included in a Tues-
day news release from the 
sheriff’s office. Ricky A. 
Bahr, 49, of Osseo died at 
the scene of the crash last 
week.

The crash happened at 
6:15 a.m. Thursday when 
the 2008 Chevrolet Trail-
blazer driven by Halde-

man attempted to pass a 
slower moving vehicle by 
switching lanes, but then 
hit the 2003 Chevrolet 
Suburban driven by Bahr.

The crash remains 
under investigation, the 
sheriff’s office stated in 
the news release.

Chamber postpones 
Business at the 
Gardens

EAU CLAIRE — The 
Eau Claire 
Area Cham-
ber of Com-
merce is 
postponing 
next week’s 
Business at 
the Gardens 
event until 
next spring.

Exhibitor 
feedback and low attend-
ee registrations drove the 
chamber to announce on 
Wednesday that the Sept. 
23 event will be pushed 
back to May 5.

An email sent to cham-

ber members attributed 
the lower number of 
reservations to safety 
concerns tied to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Those registered as 
a sponsor, exhibitor or 
attendee will have their 
reservations carried 
through to the new date, 
according to an email sent 
by chamber president and 
CEO David Minor.

Business at the Gardens 
is the chamber’s annual 
VIP reception for mem-
bers, which takes place at 
Florian Gardens on Eau 
Claire’s south side.

Fire damages west 
side residence

EAU CLAIRE — A late 
Monday night fire dam-
aged a residence on Eau 
Claire’s west side.

According to the Eau 
Claire Fire Department:

The fire was reported at 
11:35 p.m. at 1816 Sun Vista 
Court.

Firefighters arrived to 
find smoke coming from 
the front of the residence.

The occupants had 
already evacuated the 
house.

Firefighters found the 
fire in an interior room of 
the residence. They also 
located and removed a 
dog from the house.

The fire was contained 
to one room. The resi-
dence was then ventilated.

The cause of the fire re-
mains under investigation.

No injuries were re-
ported.

The value of the dam-
age was not released.

Man fined for 
mailing substance 
to EC jail

EAU CLAIRE — An Eau 
Claire man was fined $518 
for mailing a controlled 
substance to an inmate at 
the Eau Claire County Jail.

Richard S. Ahler, 37, 315 
Oak St., pleaded no con-
test recently in Eau Claire 
County Court to a felony 
count of delivering illegal 
articles to inmate.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint:

A jailer was inspecting 
incoming mail at the jail 
Feb. 14 when he noticed 
a card sent to an inmate 
that contained a stamp-
like strip inside the front 
cover.

The strip contained 
the controlled substance 
suboxone, a medication 
used for treating opioid 
addiction.

Authorities interviewed 
Ahler, and he admitted 
sending the card to the 
inmate. Ahler said he got 
the drug from his girl-
friend, who had a valid 
prescription for it.

Ahler admitted he and 
the inmate were addicts 
and they have used subox-
one in the past.

Ahler said he and the 
inmate usually use meth-
amphetamine, but there 
was no easy way to send 
methamphetamine to the 
jail. He said sending the 
suboxone was something 
he could do for the inmate 
and not get caught.

From staff reports

Eau Claire Sheriff’s Office

A man died and a woman suffered severe injuries in a 
head-on collision that happened early Thursday morn-
ing on U.S. 12 in rural Eau Claire County.
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By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
A rural Bloomer woman 
who hosted a party where 
underage drinking oc-
curred was ordered to pay 
two fines, but a charge of 
violating a public health 
order for allowing too 
many people in one loca-
tion was dropped.

Jennifer A. Schindler, 
44, 6952 158th Ave., was 
charged in April in Chip-
pewa County Court with 
one count of violating 
health rules/orders/ordi-
nance, which is a misde-

meanor. Schindler had 
been slated to appear in 
court Wednesday.

However, Chippewa 
County District Attorney 
Wade Newell dropped 
the misdemeanor charge, 
ending the case. Instead, 
Schindler paid a $752.50 
fine after pleading no con-
test to a citation for being 
an adult who permitted 
underage drinking.

According to the 
criminal complaint, the 
Chippewa County Sher-
iff’s Office received a call 
March 22 about a possible 
underage drinking party 
at a home in the town of 

Cooks Valley.
Officers arrived at the 

home, and Schindler gave 
them permission to enter 
the residence. Officers 
noted they made contact 
with nine underage indi-
viduals who had all con-
sumed alcohol; some were 
hiding in the house. There 
also were two individuals 
in the house who had not 
consumed alcohol.

The criminal complaint 
notes the state has a mass 
gathering ban, signed by 
the Department of Health 
Services, which went into 
effect March 17. That ban 
stated that 10 or more 

people could not be in a 
single room or confined 
space, whether inside or 
outside. A person who 
violated the ban is facing 
a maximum penalty of 
30 days in jail and a $250 
fine.

An officer noted that 
Schindler was warned 
March 20 about allowing 
minors to consume alco-
hol at her residence.

Newell said this is the 
first case his office has 
handled related to violat-
ing rules stemming from 
the COVID-19 outbreak.

Contact: chris.vetter@
ecpc.com

bloomer woman accused of 
violating health order pays fine

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
A Stanley man who was 
charged in December 
after he reportedly as-
saulted two women at his 
home is now back in jail.

Shaun A. Ciokiewicz, 
34, 35075 Highway X, is 
charged in Chippewa 
County Court with two 
counts of second-degree 
recklessly endangering 
safety, battery, intim-
idation of a witness, 
obstructing an officer, 
disorderly conduct-use of 
a dangerous weapon and 
bail jumping.

Ciokiewicz was charged 

in May with third offense 
operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated and bail 
jumping. Last 
week, Chippewa 
County Judge 
Steve Gibbs 
revoked Ciok-
iewicz’s bond and 
order he be held 
on a $5,000 cash 
bond. A two-day 
trial is now set to 
begin Feb. 23.

At the time of the 
November 2019 incident, 
Ciokiewicz lived at 830 W. 
Macomber St. in Chippe-
wa Falls. According to the 
criminal complaint, Chip-
pewa Falls police were 
called to Ciokiewicz’s 

house on Nov. 22; an offi-
cer observed Ciokiewicz 
fleeing the scene in a car.

Officers inter-
viewed two women 
who stated Ciok-
iewicz assaulted 
them. One woman 
said he “grabbed 
a knife from the 
kitchen table and 
placed the width 
of the blade to her 
neck.” She sus-

tained a superficial cut.
The other woman said 

Ciokiewicz had punched 
her. The officer observed 
she had a split upper and 
lower lip, and a swollen 
right eye.

Officers located Cio-

kiewicz at a home in 
Altoona, where he was 
arrested.

In 2017, Ciokiewicz was 
convicted in Chippewa 
County Court of domes-
tic abuse and substantial 
battery-intend to cause 
bodily harm. He was or-
dered to serve six months 
in jail, and he was placed 
on probation for 2½ years. 
He also was convicted of 
stalking in 2014.

Ciokiewicz also was 
convicted of battery-party 
to a crime in August in 
Clark County Court and 
was placed on one year of 
probation.

Contact: chris.vetter@
ecpc.com

Man accused of assaulting 
two women back in jail

By Dan Holtz
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A 
man injured another 
man and a woman, 
police say, during a fight 
outside an Eau 
Claire tavern.

The fight began 
after the man 
and his fiancé 
had been arguing 
inside the tavern 
for most of the 
night, police said.

Travis E. John-
son, 37, 328 Mt. 
Washington Ave., was 
charged Tuesday in Eau 
Claire County Court 
with two felony counts 
of substantial battery 
and two misdemeanor 
counts of disorderly 
conduct.

Johnson is free on a 
$1,000 signature bond, 
which prohibits him 
from having contact 
with the Do Dodge Inn 
and the other man and 
woman.

Johnson returns to 
court Nov. 3.

According to the 
criminal complaint:

Eau Claire police were 
sent to the Do Dodge 
Inn, 1339 Menomonie 
St., on Aug. 22 on a re-
port of a fight.

Officers arrived to 
find about 30 people in 
the parking lot shouting 
at each other.

The man was found 
at the base of the steps 
of the front door to the 
tavern. He was uncon-
scious and snoring. The 
man had swelling on his 
left cheek and an abra-
sion on his forehead.

Witnesses said the 
man was knocked un-
conscious after being 
punched by Johnson.

The man woke up a 
short time later and was 
assisted to his feet by 

friends. The man told 
officers he got into an 
argument with Johnson 
after Johnson was con-
fronting the man’s wife. 
The next thing the man 
said he remembered was 

waking up on the 
ground.

Several wit-
nesses told po-
lice there was a 
verbal disagree-
ment between 
their group of 
friends and 
Johnson and his 

fiancé inside the tavern.
The witnesses said 

Johnson and his fiancé 
had been arguing most 
of the night, and John-
son had come up to nu-
merous people attempt-
ing to pick a fight.

The group of friends 
then went outside to 
smoke. Johnson then 
exited the tavern and 
demanded an apology 
from the group. After 
Johnson punched one 
person, the man ap-
proached Johnson and 
was punched in the face. 
The punch knocked the 
man unconscious and he 
fell to the ground.

A woman exited the 
bar and saw Johnson 
punching the man. The 
woman said when she 
attempted to intervene, 
Johnson struck her with 
an open hand and again 
with a closed fist. The 
woman said her vision 
became blurry and she 
had trouble seeing.

The woman said the 
punch caused quite a bit 
of pain.

If convicted of the 
felony charges, John-
son could be sentenced 
to up to three years in 
prison.

Contact: 715-833-9207, 
dan.holtz@ecpc.com

police: man 
injures two in 

fight outside eau 
Claire tavern

Ciokiewicz

Minor

Johnson

More Information
COVID-19 cases in Wisconsin, as of Wednesday
(Number in parenthesis is the increase in the past day)

Barron .................403 (+2); 
4 deaths

Buffalo ................. 114 (+3); 
2 deaths

Chippewa ........... 434 (+11)

Clark....................306 (+9); 
8 deaths

Dunn .................... 265 (+6)

Eau Claire ..... 1,336 (+50); 
6 deaths

Jackson .......................... 94; 
1 death

Pepin ....................... 52 (+1)

Pierce ...................348 (+7), 
6 deaths

Rusk .......................40 (+1); 
1 death

St. Croix .............. 742 (+9); 
7 deaths

Trempealeau .....491 (+15); 
2 deaths

State ......... 92,712 (+1,408)

Deaths ................1,228 (+8)

Source: Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services

Weideman also 
announced that nine 
individuals — students, 
teachers or staff — 
have tested positive 
at schools around the 
county. However, at 
this time, there hasn’t 
been a need to quar-
antine an entire class 
or shut down any 
buildings, she said. A 
week ago, there were 
four COVID-19 cases 
that were connected to 
schools.

In the past week, a 
new nationwide study 
showed that people who 
ate out at restaurants or 
bars were twice as likely 
to have tested positive 
for the virus. Weideman 
praised area bars and 
restaurants for all the 
safety measures that 
have been put in place, 
and she reiterated that 
the disease is not being 

passed to consumers in 
their food.

“I really encourage 
people to do takeout, 
whenever possible,” she 
said.

The Public Health 
Department has been 
able to keep up with 
contact tracing of pos-
itive cases, but Weide-
man said her staff are 
meeting resistance 
from people who don’t 
want to share details of 
where they have been 
and what people they 
might have been in 
contact with in recent 
days.

Free COVID-19 
drive-thru testing oc-
curred Wednesday at 
the Northern Wisconsin 
State Fairgrounds in 
Chippewa Falls. There 
were 500 tests available 
to any Wisconsin resi-
dent ages 5 or older.

Contact: chris.vetter@
ecpc.com

Local bars, eateries 
praised for safety 

measures
» CHIPPEWA
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“Instead of simply 
erasing everything we 
disagree on or don’t 
like, I think it’s import-
ant to have an ongoing 
discussion as we work 
to improve society for 
everyone. As a matter of 
principle, I am generally 
opposed to the idea of 
cancel-culture. This is a 
great nation. Rather than 
erase our history, I believe 
we can learn from it and 

the times we failed or fell 
short of our ideals. We are 
a work in progress. I am 
too. “

On Sept. 6 Armstrong 
was featured in a national 
Associated Press story 
titled, “QAnon conspiracy 
emerges in some state leg-
islative races.”

Armstrong told The 
Associated Press that he 
finds core aspects of the 
conspiracy credible, but 
not all of it.

“I don’t know if we’ll 
ever know the answer to 

that, nor can we prove it,” 
he said. “That’s the big-
gest thing with QAnon is 
you can’t prove any of it.”

QAnon is the name of 
a far-right conspiracy 
theory that believes there 
is a deep state plot, slowly 
being exposed online by 
an anonymous leader 
named Q , against Pres-
ident Donald Trump. A 
major tenet of the theory 
is that the world is run by 
a cabal of Satan-worship-
ing pedophiles who are 
plotting against Trump 

while operating a global 
child sex-trafficking ring. 
QAnon followers believe 
that this clique includes 
top Democrats including 
Hillary Clinton, Barack 
Obama and George Soros, 
as well as a number of en-
tertainers and Hollywood 
celebrities.

John Ellenson, Arm-
strong’s Democratic op-
ponent for the seat, said it 
would be “dangerous” to 
elect Armstrong because 
he “plays in conspiracies 
and not the truth.”

Democrat criticizes GOP rival over comments 
» ASSEMBLY
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