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SAWDUST STORIES

By Nickolas Butler
Special to the Leader-Telegram

This column is dedicated to all 
the Chippewa Valley’s graduating 
high school seniors. Congratula-
tions and best of luck.

My favorite college professor 
was Rebecca Walkowitz, and I 
became her student in my junior 
year at UW-Madison. Seems 
strange to think about it now, 
but she was just nine years older 
than me (29 to my 20) and filled 
with the kind of magnetic energy 
and charisma many great teach-
ers possess. I’ve always been 
eager to please my teachers, 
but I can’t remember another 
instructor that I admired so very 
much and when I tell you that I 
still think about her almost every 
week of my life, it is the truth.

At about the same time I met 
Professor Walkowitz, my father 
suffered a massive brain aneu-
rysm. Because my parents were 
separated, I became my dad’s 
legal guardian, a responsibility 
I carry to this day. While my 

classmates were busy attending 
Badger football games or keg 
parties, I held down a part-time 
job, and argued with nursing 
homes about my dad’s care. At 
times, I felt bitter, angry, cheat-
ed. I don’t know how to better 
explain my inner frustration 
except to say that I became a 
sort of caricature of myself, an 
exaggerated version of a young, 
ornery, headstrong northwood 
lumberjack. I resented my 
circumstances, the work I was 
doing, my obligations. Looking 
back at myself from the vantage 
of about 20 years, I was no one 
you wanted to pick a fight with 
or talk to at a party. I was a 
damn stick in the mud.

One day I was sitting in Pro-
fessor Walkowitz’ office, and if 
I remember correctly, she asked 
me what I wanted to do with 
my life. This was not long after 
9/11, and there was a part of me 
that wanted to volunteer for the 
military. Or maybe, retreat up 
to some family land in northern 
Michigan and, I don’t know, 

cut firewood, or stare intently 
into the flames of a wood stove. 
I’m sure I was spouting some 
anti-intellectual garbage, trying 
to somehow display how macho 
and self-assured I was. Basically, 
I was waving a white flag on my 
college career. Though it now 
sounds crazy, I was contem-
plating the notion of giving up 
the path I’d chosen — to study 
literature.

At some point, Professor 
Walkowitz sighed, and — this 
I will never forget — she 
said, “Nick, what if we all 
stayed the same person 
we were at 20? Or 
18? What if we never 
matured beyond 
what we had learned 
in high school? 
What if we never 
traveled anywhere? 
How would that be 
commendable? What 
would the world be 
like?”

Associated Press

MADISON — State 
parks will resume normal 
hours this weekend but 
visitors won’t have access to 
bathrooms until early next 
month, the Department of 
Natural Resources an-
nounced Friday.

The parks have been op-
erating with reduced daily 
hours and have been closed 
completely on Wednesdays 
as the state grapples with 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Visitors have had no access 
to park restrooms.

The DNR said all parks 
will be open from 6 a.m. to 
11 p.m. starting today subject 
to property-specific capacity 
restrictions, which can be 
found on the DNR website 
at tinyurl.com/y83m7s4o.

Patrons won’t have access 
to bathrooms until June 3, 
however. Towers, shelters, 
playgrounds, nature cen-
ters, headquarters, entrance 
stations and concession 
buildings also will remain 
closed to the public.

All campsites will remain 
closed until at least June 7. 
The department plans to 
reevaluate conditions after 
that date.

Rock Island State Park 
will also remain closed, the 
DNR said. Ferry service to 
the island has been suspend-
ed due to high lake levels.

Four natural areas will 
remain closed as well, 
including the Dells of The 
Wisconsin River; Gibraltar 
Rock, Parfrey’s Glen; and 
Pewits Nest, due to public 
health concerns.

Anecdote for a graduating senior
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By Dan Holtz
Leader-Telegram staff

The Pablo Center at the Confluence is 
expected to be fully operational to begin 
its third season on Oct. 1, executive direc-
tor Jason Jon Anderson said Friday.

“We have very high expectations that 
we will be fully functioning by Oct. 1,” he 
said.

“We have solid consumer confidence 
about Oct. 1,” Anderson said. “Until then, 
we are going to live in a 30-day window.”

The Pablo Center’s board of directors 
met Thursday night to determine how to 
proceed in light of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Events at the Pablo Center are canceled 
through June and the entire building is 
currently closed to the public.

The box office and art galleries will 
be the first entities that will open at the 
Pablo Center, Anderson said.

“We won’t open our venues until we 
can sell them at 100% capacity,” he said.

The Eau Claire City-County Health 
Department currently disallows any gath-
erings of more than 10 people.

The Pablo Center is taking a wait-and-
see approach for all events scheduled in 
July, August and September, Anderson 
said.

Those events include Charlie Hunter 
& Lucy Woodward on July 15, comedian 
Charlie Berens on Aug. 8, S. Carey & 
Humbird on Aug. 20, Gaelic Storm on 
Aug. 28 and Ben Seidman on Sept. 11.

Charlie Berens, Gaelic Storm and Ben 

Seidman are all rescheduled from their 
original March or April performance 
dates.

Determining factors on events in July, 
August and September include guidance 
from public health officials and pending 
congressional legislation on liability pro-
tections for businesses that open again, 
Anderson said.

“The Pablo Center is going to be a final 
phase business,” he said.

And as a result, the factors on when it 
can reopen are “out of our hands,” An-
derson said. “We very much want to be 
back in positive revenue.”

The Pablo Center had planned to 
announce its entertainment lineup for its 
third season by June 1. That announce-
ment will likely be pushed back to June 
15, he said.

The Pablo Center closed to the public 
on March 13.

Nearly 80 performances have been 
impacted since then. Those performanc-
es equal about $625,000 in lost revenue, 
Anderson said.

Ticket holders were given various op-
tions for the canceled performances.

Contact: 715-833-9207, dan.holtz@ecpc.
com

October opening targeted

Pablo Center taking a 
wait-and-see approach 

for events from  
July to September
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Pablo Center at the Confluence’s RCU Theatre, like the rest of the building, is scheduled to remain closed through June. Officials 
are taking a wait-and-see approach for events in July, August and September.
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The Pablo Center at the Confluence is expected to begin operating at full capacity by 
Oct. 1.

State parks 
to resume 

hours, 
services


