< Thoroughbred retirement homes
emphasize equine aftercare. Page 1D
• National Milk proposes next
steps in labeling battle. Page 3A.
• Expert eyes animal welfare,
behavioral well-being. Page 7C.
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Winter doldrums
call for a taste of
fresh produce.
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Horse owners
concerned about
hay supply.

4B

Branching
out
Photo by Heidi Clausen

The Great Lakes Forestry Museum will be located near these concrete pillars, which are all that remain of the old monorail system that was in use
until the early 1930s. The monorail transported lumber between mills in the city of Rice Lake.

Forestry museum, lumbering hall of fame near reality in Rice Lake
serve as a
temporary
museum
until a more
permanent
structure can
be built.
“Having
Eller
a temporary home
will show the public that
something is actually
happening,” he said. “If we
become successful and are
able to build a permanent
home, that temporary log
cabin home will remain as
a permanent exhibit.”
Eller said they hope to
open the museum later this
year and eventually partner
with area lumber and wood
manufacturing companies
and educational institutions
such as UW-Stevens Point,
with its strong forestry

By Heidi Clausen
Editor | heidi.clausen@ecpc.com

Crops: Tour confirms
impact of planting
practices
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RICE LAKE — Evidence of northern Wisconsin’s proud lumbering
heritage can be found
throughout the region.
Look no further than the
street signs in the city of
Rice Lake, many which
bear the familiar surnames
of prominent lumber barons such as Knapp, Stout,
Tainter and Wilson.
Indeed, few industries
have played as big a role
in developing communities
here as the forestry and logging industries, yet the area
has been sorely lacking a
place to publicly and properly display this history.
A small but ambitious
group in Rice Lake is
working to remedy that.

For several years, they’ve
been raising funds to open
the Great Lakes Forestry
Museum at the National
Lumbering Hall of Fame
Park in downtown Rice
Lake.
At least $10,000 still is
needed in order to begin
relocation of an 1864 log
cabin to the site, according
to Heinz Eller of the Great
Lakes Forestry Museum
Committee. The cabin will

If you go
What: Loggers Loaded Potato/Chili Feed.
When: Thursday, March 21, 4:30 to 7 p.m.
Where: Blue Hills Masonic Center, 225 W. South
St., Rice Lake.
Tickets: $8 for adults, $5 for ages 6-12 and free
for ages 5 and under.
Information: Rice Lake Chamber of Commerce,
715-234-2126.

program. The site could
become a venue for hosting
industry and conservation
gatherings.
Eller said it’s important
that people understand the
heritage of the area: “You
should develop a certain
amount of pride in the
history of the place you’re
living in.”
To that end, the museum
will share interesting tidbits
about the industry, such as

the fact that it took only
four massive virgin white
pines to build a three-bedroom house in the late-19th
century.
Eller, an active retiree
who also sits on the Friends
of the Library board for the
Rice Lake Public Library
and drives school bus, said
the group initially formed
in an effort to open a
See MUSEUM, Page 2A

Teaching tandem
Jordan and Stephanie Donnerbauer embrace
careers as ag educators
By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

One is “very, very, very
outgoing,” whereas the
other is “much more laid
back.”
Either way, both approaches have proven
effective as married couple
Jordan and Stephanie
Donnerbauer embrace their
roles as agriculture teachers
in west-central Wisconsin.
Jordan, in his 11th year
teaching for Stanley-Boyd
Area Schools, received the
Outstanding Agriculture
Educator Award earlier this
month at the Wisconsin
FFA Alumni Convention in
Stevens Point.
“Honestly, I was really
surprised,” Jordan said. “I
know that I have a good
program and do a good
job, but you never think
you’ll be selected as a state
winner. I was honored to
receive the award.”
Caleb Green, one of his
former high school students, recently expressed
appreciation for his former
teaching on Facebook,

Submitted photo
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A representative with Kramer Auction Service handled
an MP40 German sub-machine gun that was set for
auction on Jan. 12. An online bidder likely set the world
record at auction for the sale of an MP40, buying the
firearm for a final price of $40,250.

German sub-machine
gun sets auction record
1,500 bidders anxiously
following online while
a record-setting number
of people packed onto
the gallery floor. Representatives of the auction
company reviewed a
large number of absentee bids too, placed
prior to the sale.
“All around, it was
very successful,” said

By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

PRAIRIE DU
CHIEN — Excitement
was in the air at Kramer’s Auction Gallery in
early January as auctioneers prepared for
their Winter Firearms
Sale. A record number
of registered bidders
were watching the auction items closely, with

See GUN, Page 2A
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Photo courtesy of the Donnerbauers

Jordan and Stephanie Donnerbauer are Wisconsin agricultural educators who also share a passion for outdoor
activities.

writing: “I would like to
give a shoutout to Mr.
Jordan Donnerbauer.
Where do I even begin.
This guy has been there for
me throughout my time in
the FFA. He has shown me
what it truly means to make
a positive difference in the
lives of students. He has
not only selflessly helped
me, but hundreds of other
members during his time as
an advisor.
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“Stanley-Boyd is very
lucky to have such a fantastic educator and I am superbly lucky to call him my
advisor, mentor, colleague
and friend. Mr. Donnerbauer is the reason why I wish
to be an educator in the
future. If I have half the influence he has had, I would
be grateful. Thank you for
all of the great memories
See TEACHERS, Page 2A

