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» Keith St., Riverview 
Drive projects slated
Roads’ designation as “safe 
routes” figures into plans. Page 
3A

» Co-working company 
moves beyond office
Startup expands concept into 
warehouse buildings. Page 4B
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project site plan 
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By Mike Schneider 
Associated Press

Bye-bye, Bismarck. So 
long, Sheboygan.

Those cities in North 
Dakota and Wisconsin, 
respectively, are two of 144 
that the federal government 
is proposing to downgrade 
from the metropolitan 
statistical area designation, 
and it could be more than 
just a matter of semantics. 
Officials in some of the af-
fected cities worry that the 
change could have adverse 
implications for federal 
funding and economic de-
velopment.

Under the new proposal, 
a metro area would have 
to have at least 100,000 
people in its core city to 
count as an MSA, double 
the 50,000-person thresh-
old that has been in place 
for the past 70 years. Cities 
formerly designated as met-
ros with core populations 
between 50,000 and 100,000 
people, like Bismarck 
and Sheboygan, would be 
changed to “micropolitan” 
statistical areas instead.

A committee of represen-
tatives from federal statisti-
cal agencies recently made 
the recommendations to the 
Office of Management and 
Budget, saying it’s purely 
for statistical purposes and 
not to be used for funding 
formulas. As a practical 
matter, however, that is how 
it’s often used.

144 cities 
could lose 
status as 

metro areas
Sheboygan among 

locations that could 
be downgraded

By Corrinne Hess 
Wisconsin Public Radio

MADISON (AP) — Foxconn 
Technology Group and electric 
car company Fisker say their col-
laboration to build electric cars 
will “revolutionize the automo-
tive industry.”

They compared their work to 
the scientific discoveries of Isaac 
Newton. And hinted they could 
even manufacture the cars here 
in Wisconsin.

The partnership announce-
ment is the latest for the Tai-
wanese mega-manufacturer. It 
follows a string of high-profile 
announcements that have been 
abandoned by the company or 
that have severely underper-
formed the company’s promises.

There were the coffee kiosks, 
which promised “a cutting-edge, 
cloud-based, robotic retail plat-
form” for caffeine sales. There 
were the ventilators that were go-
ing to be produced in Wisconsin 
to help respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Both projects ended 
soon after they were announced.

With Fisker, Foxconn Technol-
ogy Group Chairman Young-way 
Liu says global leaders in innova-
tion are joining forces. But critics 
who have followed the company 
are skeptical.

Assembly Minority Leader 
Gordon Hintz, D-Oshkosh, is 
anticipating the deal to make 
electric cars won’t go very far, 
either.

Will Foxconn follow through this time?
Some skeptical about plan to build electric cars because past announcements haven’t come to fruition

Staff photo by Eric Lindquist

Foxconn Technology Group bought the properties at 200 and 210 
Eau Claire St. in 2018, but the space remains empty.

By Liam Marlaire
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Professional 
actress Colleen McDonnell has 
found success on both sides of the 
camera in a challenging — and 
highly competitive — industry.

The 1985 Eau Claire Regis grad-
uate found early success on the 
stage and in 2011 made her network 
television debut in an episode of 
“Criminal Minds” shortly before 
landing a spot on the CBS soap op-
era “The Young and the Restless.”

McDonnell, who resides in 
Santa Clarita, Calif., a northern 
suburb of Los Angeles, said ev-
eryone on the “Criminal Minds” 
set was “very kind” and that the 
experience proved valuable when 
a scene of hers was cut due to 
time constraints.

“It was a highly emotional scene 
in which I was running through 
police tape to get to my family 
with the lead characters holding 
me back,” she said. “After the 
scene was shot, the head writer on 
the show came over and thanked 
me for my performance.

“So it was terribly disappointing 
that the scene was cut, but a great 
learning lesson for me about this 
business. You must let go of what 
you can’t control.”

More recently, McDonnell 
played the recurring character of 
Maya on the TV show “Red Ruby,” 
a supernatural teen drama. Seven 
episodes ran in 2019 but produc-
tion was then put on hold because 
of COVID-19.

“’Red Ruby’ was pure fun. How 
can you not love working with 
vampires?” McDonnell said. “I’m 
not sure if they will need me in 
Season 2, but I loved every minute 
of working on it.”

The family business
McDonnell’s father, William, 

was a successful stage actor and 
is a retired theater professor from 
UW-Eau Claire.

“He and the other faculty 
members directed some incredi-
ble productions that had a lasting 
effect on me,” Colleen said. “They 
were magical. I was very fortunate 
to have two parents who constant-
ly exposed my siblings and me to 
the arts.”

McDonnell graduated from the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth 
with a degree in theater and as a 
senior performed in the school’s 
production of “Blue Collar Blues” 
at the Kennedy Center in Wash-
ington, D.C. Her favorite roles, 
however, came later in stage pro-
ductions in Tampa, Fla. — “The 
Beauty Queen of Leenane” and 
“The World of Jacques Brel.” 

From EC to LA
Regis grad 

makes career in 
acting, casting
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Colleen McDonnell is pictured in downtown Los Angeles while working on a casting job.

Where Are They Now?
Periodic features will follow up with local notable newsmakers  

the Leader-Telegram has featured in the past.
See MCDONNELL  Page 2A

See FOXCONN  Page 2A

See METRO  Page 6A


