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» High schools revamp 
pandemic proms
Teachers, organizers proud of 
how students adapt. Page 3A

» Advice for people 
with unvaccinated kids
Nonessential trips still discour-
aged for those without shots. 
Page 10B

Tomorrow
Habitat for 
Humanity building 
homes again
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By Dan Holtz
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Dean 
Kallenbach will nev-
er forget his first gig 

in radio.
Kallenbach was attending UW 

Center-Barron County and was hired 
in August 1975 to work as a part-time 
soundboard operator during Milwaukee 
Brewers games at WJMC radio in Rice 
Lake.

“It was like stealing money,” he said. 
“Getting paid to listen to Brewer games, 
which was something I was going to be 
doing anyway.”

Forty-six years later, Kallenbach’s love 
of radio hasn’t diminished.

“It’s the feel of the medium,” he said. 
“When you are broadcasting on the ra-
dio, you should think of yourself sitting 
across the table from an individual.”

“When you are listening to the radio, 
whether in the car or doing chores, you 
are usually by yourself,” Kallenbach 
said. “I like that personal connection.”

Kallenbach, whose 46-year broadcast 
journalism career included serving as a 
newscaster and western regional man-

ager at Wisconsin Public Radio for the 
last 35 years, retired on Friday.

One man who will miss Kallenbach 
is Al Ross, who spent several years 
working in commercial radio in Wis-
consin and Florida “before Dean called 
me in 2008.” Ross has now worked with 
Kallenbach at WPR’s Eau Claire office 

for the past 13 years.
“It’s been a pleasure to work with 

Dean. He’s the best example of a person 
doing what his calling was,” Ross said.

“He’s a good radio guy. He loves the 
medium. He lives the medium,” Ross 
said. 

Leaving the airwaves
Dean Kallenbach, retiring after 35 years in public radio in west-central 

Wisconsin, will miss the personal connection of his medium 

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Top: Dean Kallenbach sits in a studio Tuesday at Wisconsin Public Radio’s western Wisconsin office on Clairemont Avenue in 
Eau Claire. Kallenbach retired Friday after working for WPR in Eau Claire and western Wisconsin for the past 35 years. View 
more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Contributed photo

Dean Kallenbach is seen here in 1986, the year he started working for Wisconsin 
Public Radio.

By The Associated Press  
and Leader-Telegram staff

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. on Tuesday recom-
mended a “pause” in using 
the single-dose Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine 
to investigate reports of 
rare but potentially danger-
ous blood clots, setting off 
a chain reaction worldwide 
and dealing a setback to the 
global vaccine campaign.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
and the Food and Drug 
Administration announced 
that they were investigating 
unusual clots that occurred 
six to 13 days after vacci-
nation. The acting FDA 
commissioner said she 
expected the pause to last a 
matter of days.

The Wisconsin De-
partment of Health Ser-
vices and the Eau Claire 
City-County Health Depart-
ment both announced on 
Tuesday they would follow 
suit. As of Tuesday, 4,600 
Eau Claire County resi-
dents had received the J&J 
vaccine, with about 3,500 of 
those doses administered 
by the Health Department. 

U.s. 
advises 
‘pause’ 
for J&J 
shots

Local, state health 
departments to 
follow federal 

recommendations 

See VACCINE  Page 2A

See RADIO  Page 2A

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Grocery 
store chain Hy-Vee narrowly 
received the city’s approval for 
a specific type of liquor license 
that is in short supply in Eau 
Claire.

In a 6-4 vote Tuesday, the City 
Council granted a combination 
Class B alcohol license to Hy-Vee, 
allowing it to serve mixed drinks 
as well as beer and wine at a 
restaurant within the store being 
built at 2424 E. Clairemont Ave.

The close decision came 
after council members debated 
whether Hy-Vee should get a 
license usually intended for tav-
erns and restaurants when the 
city has only four available.

“This is a legitimate and real 
offer for an appropriate request 
of what they envision for this 
business,” Councilman David 

Klinkhammer said, supporting 
Hy-Vee’s application.

He cited the store’s 
multi-million-dollar invest-
ment to turn raze and replace 
a defunct Kmart with a new 
93,000-square-feet grocery store 
that will employ 500 people, 
including 100 full-time positions.

Other council members voted 
against Hy-Vee’s request for rea-
sons including keeping licenses 
available for new restaurants and 
bars being planned in parts of Eau 
Claire undergoing redevelopment.

Councilwoman Kate Beaton 
said she wouldn’t want to be in a 
position where those businesses 
can’t open because the city has 
no liquor licenses left to issue.

Earlier in Tuesday’s meeting, 
assistant city attorney Jenessa 
Stromberger said the city is 
aware of four other businesses 
being planned in Eau Claire 
that would also seek the Class B 
liquor license.

“We know that there is down-
town development coming,” she 
said.

In addition to downtown, 
Stromberger also mentioned 
that the Menomonie Street area 

where the Sonnentag Complex 
event center is being planned 
will likely also attract businesses 
desiring a liquor license.

Councilwoman Emily Berge 
spoke in favor of Hy-Vee’s 
license request as it is a viable 
business that already has a large 
building well under construc-
tion compared to something 
being proposed.

“Hy-Vee is in front of us right 
now,” she said.

And as Eau Claire’s population 
grows, another reserve Class 
B license is created for every 
500 people newly living in Eau 
Claire.

“By the time any other devel-
opment occurs we would prob-
ably have four still available,” 
Klinkhammer said.

Tyler Power, Iowa-based Hy-
Vee’s director of government 
relations, spoke to the council 
Tuesday by teleconference 
about plans for the store.

The store will include a Wahl-
burgers franchise restaurant, a 
pub and other dine-in options 
that have menus including 
cocktails.

“This is a growing segment of 

our business, a growing portion of 
what we’re doing,” Power said of 
dine-in offerings at Hy-Vee stores.

Had the council not grant-
ed the license to Hy-Vee on 
Tuesday, Stromberger said the 
city would’ve worked with the 
company to issue a retail alco-
hol sales license for its liquor 
department and then a separate 
beer and wine license for its in-
store restaurants.

However, Power said that 
would’ve required alterations 
to the building plans to meet 
regulations tied to those licens-
es. The grocery store has been 
under construction since fall 
2020 and is scheduled to open 
this autumn.

The alcohol license the store 
did get does have a limit on 
retail sales as it is normally 
intended for bars and restau-
rants. Current city policy for the 
combination Class B licenses 
only allows customers to buy 
up to four liters of alcohol at a 
time — a 12-pack of beer or five 
bottles of wine — for consump-
tion off-premises, according to 
Stromberger.

Hy-Vee narrowly gets liquor license
Short supply 
raises debate 
among City 

Council

See COUNCIL  Page 6A


