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» Local jobless rate 
falls in June
Working numbers still below 
last year’s figure. Page 3A

» Sheeley House begins 
concert series
Chippewa Falls venue features 
music on patio. Page 8A
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CADOTT — Holly Craker stepped outside her home 
Wednesday morning to discover 10 people already 
cleaning up the mess left behind from Tuesday 

night’s tornado. She didn’t know any of the volunteers.
“They are kind of coming from every-

where,” Craker said. “It was all acts of 
kindness. We were blessed. It just gives 
me goose bumps.”

Craker said her family got home at 
8:30 p.m. Tuesday night, perhaps 10 min-
utes before the tornado struck town.

“We came outside and watched the 
sky just turn black,” Craker said. “My 
husband was able to get a picture of it 
funneling above the church. We ran into 
the basement and hid under the stairs.”

The Crakers have three children, in-
cluding a 1-year-old and a 2-year-old.

“We prayed loud, and just tried to sing 
to the kids,” she said. “With the kids cry-
ing, we really didn’t hear anything.”

The storm didn’t last long, she added. 
When they stepped outside, they saw 
numerous downed trees and damage 
ranging from a broken window, dings on 

their siding, and damage to their car.
“We had to wait until morning to see 

what the real damage was,” Craker said.
The tornado that struck Cadott ripped 

part of the roof off St. Rose of Lima 
Catholic Church, knocked down power 
lines and trees, and caused relatively 
minor damage to numerous homes.

Todd Krause with the National 
Weather Service said the tornado had 
a rating of zero, with winds reaching 
85 mph, which is the highest a tornado 
can be before reaching a rating of 1. The 
tornado caused damage over 2.9 miles, 
Krause said.

Cadott Police Chief Louis Esling-
er was thankful that no fatalities or 
injuries occurred. He said power was 
restored throughout the village by 
3:30 a.m. Wednesday. There was damage 
to homes, businesses and Cadott High 

School, including trees that fell on the 
outfield fence of the baseball field.

Anyone who seeks to volunteer 
should report to the Cadott Fire Sta-
tion, 436 E. Hartford St. Brush, which 
was headed to a landfill, needs to be 
separated from metal, glass and con-
struction materials, he said. Dumpsters 
were being brought in for the debris, 
he said.

By Wednesday morning, the streets 
were packed with volunteers who 
showed up to clean up the mess.

“It’s been chain saws since the break 
of dawn; just nonstop,” Craker said.

Steve Bremness was among the 
volunteers. Bremness, a Boyd resident, 
showed up in his empty pickup truck, 
ready to load it and haul away trees.

“I saw (the damage) on TV. I was born 
and raised in Cadott, and I decided I 
had to help out,” Bremness said. “It just 
needed to be done.”

John Hoel, a Stanley Public Works 
Department employee, said he and two 
of his co-workers showed up with his 
city’s skid steer, a dump truck and a 
trailer to haul away brush. Hoel said he 
and his co-workers didn’t hesitate to 
help out.

Hurrying to help
Cleanup underway after tornado strikes Cadott on Tuesday

Staff photo by Chris Vetter

Volunteers cut apart a tree Wednesday that fell on a house in downtown Cadott during a tornado that struck the village Tuesday night. 
No one was injured during the storm. Dozens of volunteers showed up Wednesday morning to help remove brush and debris.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

A software company born 
in Eau Claire made its debut 
Wednesday on 
the Nasdaq stock 
exchange and 
began trading 
higher than it was 
expected to fetch 
on its first day.

Jamf, whose 
executives and 
employees are 
working from home during the 
coronavirus pandemic, rang a 
virtual opening bell on the stock 
exchange with images of them 
appearing on a billboard outside 
the Nasdaq building in New 
York.

“It’s a momentous day for 
Jamf,” said Jason Wudi, the com-
pany’s chief technology officer.

Currently the business’ 
longest-tenured employee, he 
has been with Jamf since 2006, 

seeing it grow as a small startup 
to the global company it has 
become.

Worldwide, the company has 
1,300 employees — 300 of them 
working in Eau Claire, where 
the company occupies an office 

building next to Phoenix Park.
For many months the com-

pany has been making prepa-
rations to go public, Wudi said, 
which Jamf views as its best 
path to continue to invest, grow 
and support customers in the 

growing market of software 
related to Apple products.

“Being public answers the 
question of is Jamf going to 
continue to do what it is doing,” 
he said.

The company makes, sells and 
supports software that manages 
Apple-brand devices — iPhones, 
iPads and Mac computers — 
used by businesses, educational 
institutions, health care provid-
ers and other workplaces. Its 
customer base has continued 
growing, even through the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and had 
exceeded more than 40,000 
by the end of June. Apple, the 
top 10 largest U.S. banks and 
many companies that rank high 
on the Fortune 500 are among 
Jamf’s customers, according to 
a filing with the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission that 
announced the company’s intent 
to go public.

Jamf, which is headquartered 
in Minneapolis, had expected to 
get $26 per share for its initial 
public offering, but opened $20 
higher than that on Wednesday 
morning.

software company Jamf goes public
Eau Claire-born 
company begins 

trading on Nasdaq
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Jamf, Minneapolis-headquartered software company that was found-
ed in Eau Claire, had its initial public offering on Wednesday and 
now appears on the Nasdaq. Company executives and employees 
appeared on an electronic sign outside of the stock market’s building 
overlooking Times Square in New York.

Wudi

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

A third Eau Claire County 
resident has died of the 
novel coronavirus, Eau 
Claire City-County Health 
Department Director Lieske 
Giese said Wednesday. The 
person was older than 65 
and had underlying health 
conditions.

It is the second 
COVID-19-related death of a 
county resident announced 
this week.

The county’s second 
death was announced 
Monday, a woman under 
50 with underlying health 
conditions who had been 
hospitalized with the virus 
and died Saturday.

The county’s first death 
from COVID-19 was con-
firmed June 22. That person 
was also older than 65 and 
had underlying health con-
ditions.

Three deaths in the 
county spur “some signif-
icant negative impacts,” 
Giese said Wednesday at a 
news conference, referring 
to local health care capa-
bility. “We need to keep 
the progression slow so the 
impact, like a death or hos-
pitalization, is as minimal as 
possible.”

Eau Claire 
County 
reports 

3rd virus 
death

New cases 
‘plateau a bit’
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