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L
ast year, Whitney Tate 
found herself homeless, 
surviving on Eau Claire’s 
streets as best she could 

with the assistance of shelters 
and soup kitchens.

Then she had a baby girl, and 
a difficult homeless life became 
even more precarious.

“When you’re out on the 
streets, things are tough,” Tate, 
23, said early Friday afternoon 
as she served meals at Positive 
Avenues, an Eau Claire day shel-
ter operated by Lutheran Social 
Services where she volunteers.

Officials at agencies and oth-
ers who deal with homelessness 
in Eau Claire envision a day 
when fewer people like Tate 
need to spend nights in shelters 
or out on the street because 
they don’t have homes of their 
own. They hope more people 
can obtain the food they need, 
come up with enough money 
to pay rent, find transportation 
to jobs or other locations, and 
receive the services they may 
need to live better lives.

Those endeavors are pos-
sible, according to a report 
issued recently by New York-
based consultant Erin Healy, 
who had worked to reduce 

homelessness in cities across 
the U.S. and who visited Eau 
Claire in fall to ascertain the 
homeless situation here. But 
doing so will require a shift in 
thinking about addressing the 
homeless population, Healy 
said.

New approach needed
In her report titled “Estab-

lishing a Collaborative in Eau 
Claire to End Homelessness: 
Initial Assessment and Rec-
ommended Next Steps,” Healy 
states that Eau Claire has 
multiple strengths that make 
significant homeless reductions 
possible, such as experienced 

leaders working at agencies 
that address homelessness, 
willing volunteers and philan-
thropic resources.

However, her report notes, 
simply continuing with ex-
isting services is not curbing 
homeless numbers. Despite the 
growth of efforts, such as the 
Housing First program operated 
by Western Dairyland Commu-
nity Action Agency, to address 
homelessness in recent years, 
the number of people without 
homes in Eau Claire continues 
to grow, those familiar with that 
population said.
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State Sen.-elect Kathy 
Bernier contends that a 
proposed bill that would 
make a first drunken driv-
ing offense a crime isn’t 
needed.

“I don’t think the first 
offense 
should be 
criminal-
ized,” Ber-
nie, R-Lake 
Hallie, said 
Friday. 
“Most peo-
ple self-cor-
rect. The 
fines are significant, their 
insurance premiums go 
up, and they are humiliat-
ed. I don’t think we need 
more. Everyone deserves a 
second chance in life.”

Two Republican 
legislators, Rep. Jim Ott 
of Mequon and Sen. 
Alberta Darling of River 
Hills, have introduced 
legislation ahead of next 
week’s opening of the new 
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Cutting the 
numbers

Officials hope effort can continue that focuses on ending homelessness 
rather than on just finding short-term housing solutions
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Tim Lindeen, left, a community services specialist at the Positive Avenues day shelter in downtown Eau Claire, serves food early Friday 
afternoon with Whitney Tate, a volunteer there. Local officials are discussing how to better serve Eau Claire’s homeless population.

HOMELESSNESS IN EAU CLAIRE

Trump: Shutdown could 
last ‘months, even years’ 

By Catherine Lucey, 
Lisa Mascaro 

and Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump de-
clared Friday he could keep 
parts of the government 
shut down for “months or 
even years” as he and Dem-
ocratic leaders failed in a 
second closed-door meet-

ing to resolve his demand 
for billions of dollars for a 
border wall with Mexico. 
They did agree to a new 
round of weekend talks 
between staff members and 
White House officials.

Trump met in the White 
House Situation Room 
with congressional leaders 
from both parties as the 
shutdown hit the two-week 
mark amid an impasse over 

his wall demands. Dem-
ocrats emerged from the 
roughly two-hour meeting, 
which both sides said was 
contentious at times, to 
report little if any progress.

The standoff also 
prompted economic jitters 
and anxiety among some in 
Trump’s own party. But he 
appeared in the Rose Gar-
den for an impromptu news 
conference to frame the 
upcoming weekend talks 
as progress, while making 
clear he would not reopen 
the government.

“We won’t be opening un-
til it’s solved,” Trump said. 
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Walker 
won’t rule 
out politics

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Ousted Gov. Scott 
Walker said Friday that he would be 
interested in running for public office 
again, maybe even for governor in four 
years.

Walker spoke to the Associated 
Press from the vacated governor’s 
mansion as he prepares to be replaced 
Monday by Democratic Gov.-elect 
Tony Evers. Walker, a presidential 
candidate in the 2016 race, served two 
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