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VALLEY ARTS • Light Up Eau Claire 
in third year has become city’s official 

New Year’s Eve celebration/1F

STREET LIGHTSPACKERS GAME DAY
            INSIDE TODAY

l Today’s Qb foe, Jets’ Sam Darnold, has been big 
   fan of Aaron Rodgers on and off the field/6B
l  Team rosters, notes, L-T staff predictions/6B
l  Vikings vs. Lions, other NFL previews/4B 

By Calvin Woodward

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
stranger-than-sitcom 
American presidency 
opened 2018 with a big 
tease about mutual nucle-
ar destruction from two 
leaders who then found 
“love” not war. It seems 
President Donald Trump 
and North Korea’s Kim 
Jong Un were just playing 
hard to get.

The presidency ends 
the year saturated in tu-
mult, with the government 
in partial shutdown and 
Trump tweeting a video of 
himself warbling a parody 
of the theme song from 

From ‘Rocket 
Man’ to ‘Green 
Acres,’ it’s been 

a wild ride

Trump’s 
2018: 

Oh, what 
a year

Associated Press

President Donald Trump, 
right, greets North Korea’s 
Kim Jong Un on  June 12 at 
their Singapore summit.

‘God, take us 
all quickly’

By Jennifer Lu

La Crosse Tribune

LA CROSSE — When 
Christine Poje’s children 
woke her up the morning 
of Nov. 8 to see the sun-
rise, she thought the red 
sky might portend rain. 
Red sky in the morning, 
sailor’s warning.

“We could use a storm,” 
Poje thought, as she got 

up to cover the firewood 
with a tarp. California had 
only officially come out of 
a three-year drought last 
year. Much of Northern 
California — including the 
community of Paradise in 
Butte County, where Poje 
and her four children had 
moved to from La Crosse 
about three months ago 

La Crosse 
mom, kids 

survive 
close call 

in escaping 
deadly Calif. 

Camp Fire

Barron boy’s 
big stage

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

hris Kroeze’s six-month 
journey on NBC’s “The 
Voice” finally came to 
an end with a runner-up 

finish last week, but it’s an ex-
perience the Barron native will 
never forget.

Kroeze’s remarkable run 
from local bar and wedding 
entertainer to national celeb-
rity captivated thousands of 
residents in northwestern Wis-
consin and millions of viewers 

across the country.
It was quite a ride for Kroeze 

as well — one he realizes likely 
will change his career path 
forever.

“It was an amazing experi-
ence,” the 27-year-old said in 

an interview Friday with the 
Leader-Telegram. “It honestly 
hasn’t quite set in yet.”

Still, Kroeze readily acknowl-
edged that, after being in Los 
Angeles for the 47 days leading 
up to the finale and for two 

months earlier in the year, he 
was glad to finally arrive back 
home in Barron at about mid-
night Wednesday.

The life-changing adventure 
began in April when Kroeze got 
a call from a producer for “The 
Voice” asking him to go to Los 
Angeles for the show’s blind 
auditions. To this day, Kroeze 
doesn’t know how they got his 
name.

Initially hesitant about being 
away from his family so long, 

Chris Kroeze relished 
his time in L.A., but home 

is where his heart is

Chris Kroeze 
of Barron per-

forms Tuesday 
in the season’s 

final episode 
of NBC’s “The 

Voice.” Kroeze, 
who finished 

second in 
the nation-

al singing 
competition, 
plans to hold 

his first public 
performance 

after the show 
Feb. 22 at the 
Barron Area 
Community 

Center. Tickets 
went on sale 

Saturday at 
chriskroe-

semusic.com.
Photo courtesy 

of NBC

NBC’S ‘THE VOICE’ RUNNER-UP

Evers win, 
Jayme Closs 

among state’s 
top stories 

By Jeff Baenen

Associated Press

Wisconsin saw the defeat 
of Gov. Scott Walker, a teen-
age girl mysteriously missing 
and a summer of storms in 
2018.

A look at the top stories of 
the year:

Walker defeated
Democrat Tony Evers nar-

rowly beat Walker in Novem-
ber as the divisive Republican 
and onetime presidential 
candidate sought a third 
term in Wisconsin’s highest 
office. The 67-year-old Evers 
emerged from an eight-way 

Democratic primary to beat 
Walker, whose 2011 Act 10 
eliminated collective bargain-
ing for most public employ-
ees.

Thanks to a strong blue 
turnout, Democrats swept all 

Soggy summer, blasts, Packers, Brewers also on list
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