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» Exhibit focuses on 
19th century poverty
Museum hosts photos, writing 
by famed newspaper reporter. 
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» UW-Stout student 
chooses 3 paths
He’s pursuing interest in real 
estate, music and fashion. 
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By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Michael Turner 
began a job with the United States 
Postal Service in 2018. He worked 
as a city carrier assistant, delivering 
mail to residents on and around Main 
Street in east Eau Claire.

Turner held the job for about a year 
and enjoyed walking and talking with 
people along his route.

“It was great to get to know the 
neighborhood,” Turner said.

Turner gathered with about 20 
people Friday morning to support 
the Postal Service. Holding signs and 
wearing masks, they demonstrated at 
two USPS locations in Eau Claire. At 
the downtown post office, 225 E. Mad-

ison Ave., consistent honks of support 
from drivers occurred. At the USPS 
carrier annex, 1420 N. Hastings Way, 
attendees waved to Postal Service 
employees departing for their daily 
routes.

The “Save the USPS” rally came 
after several recent changes at the 
organization that have delayed mail 
for some and raised concerns about 
the efficacy of mail-in voting.

Turner held a sign reading “Hands 
Off Our Big Blue Boxes and Our 
Sorting Machines” on one side and 
“Every Address, Every Day, Only the 
USPS” on the other, advocating for 
the importance of one of the country’s 
oldest institutions.

The rally came the same day that 
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy 
answered questions from members 
of Congress about recent policy 
changes. A regional spokesperson for 
the USPS district that includes Eau 
Claire declined an interview with the 
Leader-Telegram “in light of the Post-
master General’s testimony before the 

U.S. Senate on Friday and the House 
on Monday.”

DeJoy, a Republican donor, began 
his role June 15 and cut many jobs as 
part of an “organizational realign-
ment.” DeJoy also oversaw initiatives 
like changing retail hours, closure of 
processing facilities, disallowance of 
overtime for workers and removal of 
mail sorting equipment and collection 
boxes.

The cuts and initiatives resulted in 
legal action and widespread criticism. 
Many states have sued the Postal Ser-
vice and postmaster general, arguing 
that the new policies are illegal and 
hinder states’ abilities to hold free, 
fair elections.

The USPS recently warned 46 states 
that mail ballots may not be delivered 
in time for the November general 
election. Democratic lawmakers have 
proposed a bill that would provide $25 
billion in emergency funding to the 
Postal Service.

By Zeke Miller
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Re-
publicans will aim to recast 
the story of Donald Trump’s 
presidency when they hold 
their national convention, 
featuring speakers drawn 
from everyday life as well as 
cable news and the White 
House while drawing a stark 
contrast with Democratic 
presidential nominee Joe 
Biden.

Trump is looking to shift 
his campaign away from 
being a referendum on a 
presidency ravaged by a pan-
demic and economic collapse 
and toward a choice between 
vastly different visions of 
America’s future. Reshaping 
the national conversation 
around the race has taken on 
greater urgency for Trump, 
who trails in public and 
private surveys as the coro-
navirus continues to ravage 
the nation’s economy and his 
reelection chances.

The four-day event is 
themed “Honoring the Great 
American Story,” according 
to four Trump campaign 
officials involved with the 
planning process but not 
authorized to discuss it by 
name.

By Jonathan Lemire  
and Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump announced Sun-
day the emergency authoriza-
tion of convalescent plasma for 
COVID-19 patients, in a move 
he called “a breakthrough,” one 
of his top health officials called 
“promising,” and other health 
experts said needs more study 
before it’s celebrated.

The announcement comes 
after days of White House 
officials suggesting there were 
politically motivated delays by 
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion in approving a vaccine and 
therapeutics for the disease that 
has upended Trump’s reelection 
chances.

On the eve of the Republican 
National Convention, Trump 
announced the authorization — 
which makes it easier for some 
patients to obtain the treatment 
— in a news conference Sunday 
evening.

The blood plasma, taken from 
patients who have recovered 
from the coronavirus and rich in 
antibodies, may provide ben-
efits to those battling with the 
disease. But the evidence so far 
has not been conclusive about 
whether it works, when to ad-
minister it and what dose 
is needed.

In a letter describing 
the emergency authori-
zation, the chief scientist 
for the FDA, Denise Hin-
ton, noted: “COVID-19 
convalescent plasma 
should not be considered 
a new standard of care 
for the treatment of patients 
with COVID-19. Additional data 
will be forthcoming from other 
analyses and ongoing, well-con-
trolled clinical trials in the 
coming months.”

The White House had grown 
agitated with the pace of the 
plasma approval, but the accusa-
tions of a slowdown, which were 
presented without evidence, 
were just the latest assault from 
Trump’s team on the “deep state” 
bureaucracy. White House chief 
of staff Mark Meadows did not 
deal in specifics, but said that 
“we’ve looked at a number of 
people that are not being as dil-
igent as they should be in terms 
of getting to the bottom of it.”

“This president is about cut-
ting red tape,” Meadows said in 
an interview on “This Week” on 
ABC. “He had to make sure that 
they felt the heat. If they don’t 
see the light, they need to feel 
the heat because the American 
people are suffering.”

The push on Sunday 
came a day after Trump 
tweeted sharp criticism 
on the process to treat 
the virus, which has 
killed more than 175,000 
Americans and imperiled 
his reelection chances. 
The White House has 
sunk vast resources into 

an expedited process to develop 
a vaccine, and Trump aides have 
been banking on it being an “Oc-
tober surprise” that could help 
the president make up ground in 
the polls.

“The deep state, or whoever, 
over at the FDA is making it 
very difficult for drug compa-
nies to get people in order to 
test the vaccines and therapeu-
tics,” Trump tweeted. “Obvious-
ly, they are hoping to delay the 
answer until after November 
3rd. Must focus on speed, and 
saving lives!”

Earlier this month, Mayo Clin-
ic researchers reported a strong 
hint that blood plasma from 
COVID-19 survivors helps other 

infected patients recover. But it 
wasn’t considered proof.

More than 70,000 patients in 
the U.S. have been given con-
valescent plasma, a century-old 
approach to fend off flu and 
measles before vaccines. It’s a 
go-to tactic when new diseases 
come along, and history sug-
gests it works against some, but 
not all, infections.

There’s no solid evidence yet 
that it fights the coronavirus 
and, if so, how best to use it.

The Mayo Clinic reported 
preliminary data from 35,000 
coronavirus patients treated 
with plasma, and said there were 
fewer deaths among people giv-
en plasma within three days of 
diagnosis, and also among those 
given plasma containing the 
highest levels of virus-fighting 
antibodies.

But it wasn’t a formal study. 
The patients were treated in dif-
ferent ways in hospitals around 
the country as part of an FDA 
program designed to speed ac-
cess to the experimental therapy. 
That so-called “expanded access” 
program tracks what happens 
to the recipients, but it cannot 
prove the plasma — and not oth-
er care they received — was the 
real reason for improvement.

‘Save the USPS’

Amid organizational 
changes, locals rally  

in support of  
Postal Service

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

A “Save the USPS” rally was held Friday along Madison Street in front of the post office in Eau Claire. Ralliers also supported 
Postal Service workers at the USPS carrier annex on North Hastings Way. The rally came after several recent changes at the 
organization that have delayed mail for some and raised concerns about the efficacy of mail-in voting. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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