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» Activities aplenty  
on long weekend
Labor Day holiday events  
include water-skiing show,  
free picnic lunch. Page 3A

» Fun way to  
approach music
Shoemaker, Phippen  
make laughter part of  
Virginia Steel’s show. Page 9A

TOMORROW

summer’s end: 
autumn days  
are in the air
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By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

Local legislators have 
high hopes for a bipartisan 
bill that would raise the 
age for buying or owning 
tobacco and e-cigarette 
products in Wisconsin 
from 18 to 21.

Introduced last week by 
state Sen. Howard Mar-
klein, R-Spring Green, the 
bill has support from 12 of 
his Senate colleagues and 
30 in the Assembly, includ-
ing representatives from 
the Chippewa Valley.

“I think this is a smart 
thing to do for public 
health,” said state Rep. Jodi 
Emerson, D-Eau Claire.

Raising the age where 
people are allowed to buy 
products containing the 
addictive chemical nicotine 
will make fewer people 
develop longtime habits of 
smoking and vaping, she 
said.

Raising 
the age 
garners 

local 
support
Smoking/vaping 
bill backed by 
both parties

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

G
un violence, both 
here in the Chippewa 
Valley and across the 

nation, needs to come to an 
end, says Noah Reif, an area 
organizer for Citizen Action 
of Wisconsin.

A vigil to end gun violence was held 
Wednesday night at Phoenix Park. Reif 
said key issues were being addressed.

“We need to take action and take 
solidarity that gun violence needs to 
be addressed in the community,” Reif 
said. “These (shooting) actions are not 
isolated. It seems like every week, every 
day, we are hearing about this epidemic 
of gun violence.”

Reif is troubled that students now 
participate in active shooting drills in 

schools.
“This is ex-

tremely trauma-
tizing and has an 
effect on mental 
health,” he said. 
“People are afraid 
to be in our com-
munity, to be at 
places of worship, 
or at work.”

Among the speakers Wednesday were 
Sou Vang — a relative of Laile Vang, 
who was shot and killed July 28 in Lake 
Hallie — and Carolyn Miller, an area 
nurse who was sharing her experience 
of domestic and gun violence.

The goal was to gather people who 
are victims and support survivors, and 
look at ideas for taking action to address 
gun violence.

Eau Claire school board President 
Eric Torres said it was important for the 
district to be involved in the discussion 
on ending gun violence.

“In our role as public educators, it’s 

important to cre-
ate and maintain 
a safe learning 
environment,” 
Torres said.

State Rep. Jodi 
Emerson, D-Eau 
Claire, agreed that 
the vigil needs to 

point out these acts of violence aren’t 
isolated incidents in cities like Dayton, 
Ohio, or El Paso, Texas.

“It’s a moment to pause and realize 
this isn’t just happening across the 
country, it’s happening in our backyard,” 
Emerson said.

Not only was there the shootings in 
Lake Hallie and Lafayette the weekend 
of July 26-28 that left four dead, plus 
the shooter, there also was a reported 
planned shooting at the Menards distri-
bution center, Emerson noted.

The vigil isn’t just about mass shoot-
ings, either.

Vigil held to end 
gun violence

Local effort seeks change in Chippewa Valley, across U.S.

Photo by Branden Nall

Eau Claire school board President Eric Torres speaks at a vigil aimed at ending gun violence Wednesday at Phoenix Park.

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Hurricane Dorian caused 
limited damage in the northern 
Caribbean as it left the region 
Wednesday night, setting its 
sights on the U.S. mainland as it 
threatened to grow into a dan-
gerous Category 3 storm.

Power outages and flooding 
were reported across the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, the British Virgin 
Islands and the Puerto Rican 
islands of Vieques and Culebra 
after Dorian hit St. Thomas as a 
Category 1 storm.

“We’re happy because there 
are no damages to report,” Cul-
ebra Mayor William Solís told 

The Associated Press, noting 
that only one community lost 
power.

Meanwhile, Dorian caused 
an island-wide blackout in St. 
Thomas and St. John in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and scattered 

power outages in St. Croix, 
government spokesman Richard 
Motta told AP. In addition, the 
storm downed trees and at least 
one electric post in St. Thomas, 
he said, adding that there were 
no reports of major flooding.

“We are grateful that it wasn’t 
a stronger storm,” he said.

There were no immediate 
reports of damage in the British 
Virgin Islands, where Gov. 
Augustus Jaspert said crews 
were already clearing roads and 
inspecting infrastructure by late 
Wednesday afternoon.

Dorian had prompted U.S. 
President Donald Trump to 
declare a state of emergency 
Tuesday night and order federal 
assistance for local authorities.

At 8 p.m. EDT, Dorian was 
centered about 60 miles north-
west of San Juan. The U.S. 
National Hurricane Center 
said it had maximum sustained 
winds of 80 mph while moving 
northwest at 13 mph.

hurricane dorian takes aim at u.s.
Caribbean officials 

relieved storm 
damage is limited

Associated Press

This satellite image taken Wednesday shows Dorian, a Category 1 
hurricane, crossing over the U.S. and British Virgin Islands.
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