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By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — The 
Eau Claire Express baseball 
team is getting a 58% price 
discount on fees for using 
Carson Park this year.

Normally the North-
woods League team would 
be charged $44,300 in city 
fees for using the Eau Claire 
park’s baseball stadium for a 
season of home games.

However, on Tuesday 
afternoon the City Coun-
cil unanimously decided 
to reduce those costs for 
the 2021 season to $18,605 
based on significantly lower 
attendance at games due 
to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.

Ticket sales at this year’s 
games represented about 
42% of the average annual 
sales between 2016 and 
2019, according to a city 
memo.

Last year the team can-
celled all of its games and 
then-City Manger Dale 
Peters city waived all fees 
in 2020 specified in Eau 
Claire’s contract with the 
Express.

Council members Jill 
Christopherson and Emi-
ly Berge asked Tuesday if 
federal COVID-19 recov-
ery funds could help the 
Express and city make up 
for lost revenue tied to a 
low-attendance baseball 
season.

City cuts 
Express 
a break

Pandemic-
hampered 

turnout prompts 
discount for 

baseball team

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CORNELL — Cornell firefighter Justin Fredrick-
son says he is fully recovered from four surger-
ies this year after he was bizarrely struck by a 

bullet while extinguishing a house fire near Sheldon 
on Feb. 19.

Apparently, a loaded .38-caliber pistol 
within the house had fired, athough no 
one was inside the structure. The gun 
became so hot due to conditions from 
the fire that it began to fire five or six 
rounds, leaving exit holes in the wall of 
the house, as bullets flew outside. One 
of those stray shots struck Fredrickson 
along his rib cage on his left side.

Fredrickson said he didn’t know what 
hit him.

“All of a sudden I felt something hit 
me in the side,” Fredrickson recalled. 
“It was a burning and stinging feeling. 
I just thought I got hit by a two-by-
four or something that blew out of the 
house.”

Other firefighters closer to the house 
heard the shots go off. They looked 
at Fredrickson and saw he had been 
injured. They ran over and helped him 

to the ground, then got his gear off of 
him.

Fredrickson was taken to a hospital 
in Ladysmith, then airlifted to the Mayo 
Clinic Health System hospital in Eau 
Claire. He had an emergency surgery 
that night to remove part of his colon 
and repair his damaged spleen, which 
needed to be cauterized. However, the 
bullet remained lodged in his back.

“It missed my spine by a half-inch to 
an inch,” Fredrickson said. “It’s freaky.”

Cornell Fire Chief Denny Klass wasn’t 
at the fire scene. He was dumbfounded 
when he got the call that Fredrickson 
had been struck by a bullet and needed 
to go to a hospital. Klass said that with 
COVID-19 protocols, he couldn’t enter 
the hospital to see his injured colleague. 
It was nerve-wracking to wait to hear 
news of his condition.

“When I finally got to hear his voice 
... it still brings me chills,” Klass said. 
“We’re very fortunate everything turned 
out the way it did.”

Fredrickson had two more surgeries 
within the next week.

“They cut me open and flushed me 
out because I was going septic,” Fred-
rickson said. “If they hadn’t done that, I 
would have been dead by the morning.”

Fredrickson would remain hospital-
ized for two weeks.

Coming home
When Fredrickson was allowed 

to leave the hospital, he was greeted 
outside by six firetrucks from differ-
ent nearby firefighter agencies. They 
formed a parade, heading from Eau 
Claire to the Cornell Fire Station, with 
four other departments sending vehi-
cles during the trek home.

Klass said in the days after the Feb. 19 
fire, his office was inundated with calls 
of support from fire departments across 
the country. Departments sent Fredrick-
son their T-shirts as gifts. They heard 
from firefighter units from New York to 
Florida.

“It’s a brotherhood in the fire depart-
ment, it really is,” Klass said.

Cornell firefighter 
recovers after gunshot
Heat in blaze caused loaded gun to fire multiple times

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Cornell firefighter Justin Fredrickson, pictured Tuesday, was shot in his stomach in February when a gun overheated in a fire, 
went off, and struck him.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Three more 
city wells have been taken 
offline as the public utility con-
tinues its efforts to keep PFAS 
chemicals out of Eau Claire’s 
drinking water.

Out of the city’s 16 wells, 
four were shut down in early 
July when PFAS were detected 
in them, and then three addi-
tional ones were idled between 
mid-July and mid-August. Since 
then, the city has been con-
tinuing to take other steps to 
contain PFAS.

“In fact the situation has 

improved over the past couple 
weeks,” said Lane Berg, city 
utilities manager.

On Sept. 28, the city resumed 
pumping from three of the 
previously shut down wells, 
but sent water from them into 
holding lagoons instead of Eau 
Claire’s treatment plant. That 
is being done to prevent PFAS 
from sitting in those wells and 
potentially migrating to others 
nearby that remain in produc-
tion.

In the last two weeks PFAS 
levels fell in the water system, 
according to tests the city has 
had done. There were 0.328 
parts per trillion of PFAS in 
samples taken on Sept. 29, but 
that declined to 0.204 parts per 
trillion a week ago.

Ever since the city announced 
small amounts of PFAS were 
found in a few of its wells on 
July 12, Berg noted that Eau 
Claire has continued to have 

plenty of safe drinking water for 
residents.

“The city has ample water 
supply from its active wells and 
the Water Utility has continued 
to deliver water to our residents 
and consumers satisfying all 
volume needs while meeting all 
federal and state safe drinking 
standards as well as all DNR 
proposed Recommended En-
forcement Standards for PFAS 
and related chemicals,” Berg 
said Tuesday in a statement.

Eau Claire uses an average 
of 9 million gallons of treated 
water a day. On Tuesday, the 
city only needed to run five of 
its wells to produce 10 million 
gallons to keep water towers 
and reservoirs full.

“We’ve got a lot of redundan-
cy built into our system,” Berg 
said.

PFAS are a group of chemicals 
used since the 1950s in the pro-
duction of non-stick cookware, 

fast food wrappers, stain-resis-
tant sprays and some kinds of 
firefighting foams.

It’s that last category that the 
state Department of Natural Re-
sources suspects is the potential 
source affecting Eau Claire’s 
municipal wellfield.

The agency sent a letter in 
early August to Chippewa Val-
ley Regional Airport — located 
near the wellfield — suspecting 
that its use of firefighting foam 
is a potential contributor to 
PFAS affecting city wells.

“There’s nothing between 
the wells and the airport that 
could’ve caused this,” said Matt 
Thompson, a hydrogeologist 
with the DNR.

He noted that foam used to 
fight fires at airports, as well as 
its use in training and test-
ing, have been linked to PFAS 
contamination elsewhere in the 
state.

city shuts down more wells
PFAS-laced water 
going into holding 
lagoons; airport 
ID’d as potential 

source
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