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» Passenger in Girl Scout 
crash has court date
John E. Stender appeared via 
video alongside his attorney. 
Page 3A

» Parade approved  
for Chi-Hi seniors
Event on June 3 to include  
an estimated 350 vehicles. 
Page 3A
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Update given  
on COVId-19 
cases in region
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

After more than two 
months, many local 
gyms reopened this 

week with safety precau-
tions in place.

The largest of those is the YMCA of 
the Chippewa Valley, which instituted 
a phased reopening over the course of 
three days this week. The John and Fay 
Menard YMCA Tennis Center opened 
Monday, the Chippewa Falls YMCA did 
on Tuesday and the Eau Claire YMCA 
opens its doors 
today. The L.E. 
Phillips YMCA 
Indoor Sports 
Center offers 
emergency child 
care service but 
remains closed to 
everything else.

A ruling last 
week by the Wis-
consin Supreme 
Court eliminated 
Gov. Tony Evers’ 
safer-at-home 
order. For gyms, 
that decision 
expedited their re-
opening plans. An 
Eau Claire Coun-
ty order allows 
businesses and fa-
cilities to operate 
if they meet public 
health standards. 
Gyms must implement many health pre-
cautions, including physical distancing, 
face masks for employees, hand washing 
and frequent sanitizing and cleaning of 
equipment and surfaces.

According to Theresa Hillis, CEO at 
YMCA of the Chippewa Valley, the en-
tity had discussions with the YMCA of 
the USA, Eau Claire City-County Health 
Department, Wisconsin Economic De-
velopment Corporation and Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention before 
deciding to partially reopen.

“We think it’s time, and we think we’re 
able to come out and say we’re doing it 
safely now,” Hillis said.

In Phase 1 of its reopening, the YMCA 
instituted reduced hours, capacity 
restriction, physical distancing guide-
lines, among other health precautions. 
Facilities are open only to members age 
12 and older. Showers, saunas and steam 
rooms are closed. Only personal, rented 
lockers will be available.

All employees will wear masks cov-
ering their faces, and members must 
do the same when entering, exiting 
and in public areas. The main cause for 
concern involves a member or employ-
ee testing positive for COVID-19 after 

being in a facility. If that happens, Hillis 
said the building will close for at least 
24 hours, receive a thorough cleaning 
and then reopen.

Cardio rooms and weight rooms are 
open on a first-come, first-served basis 
and have limitations based on available 
footage. Only one person or family is 
allowed to shoot at a basketball hoop. 
People should wash their hands when 
they arrive and leave facilities and 
frequently use hand sanitizer stations. 
Pickleball, racquetball and pickup 

basketball are not available, nor are 
cycling classes, group exercise classes 
or personal training. Phase 2, when-
ever that happens, will involve more 
in-person group programs like swim 
lessons.

Other measures include a staff 
screening, and employees with flu-like 
symptoms will be sent home. Frequent 
cleaning and disinfecting of high-touch 
areas and surfaces like door handles and 
bathroom sinks will take place.

CaUTIOUs ReTURn
Many gyms reopening 

with limitations

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Sandy Rassbach of Chippewa Falls works out Tuesday at the YMCA in Chippewa 
Falls, its first day reopening. The Eau Claire YMCA will open Wednesday, and many 
other gyms have recently reopened with additional public health measures. View 
more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

As it begins discussions 
about the fall semester, the 
Eau Claire school district is 
bracing for another virtual 
semester or a hybrid on-
again, off-again approach.

A new task force of prin-
cipals, administrators and 
school and busing repre-
sentatives will look at three 
possibilities:
• A 100% virtual/online 
approach. Forced to stay 
closed if the coronavirus 
resists preventative mea-
sures, schools could continue 
delivering instruction via the 
internet, as they have since 
mid-March.
• A 100% in-person ap-
proach. If the virus recedes, 
“we go back to school in 
September as if this spring 
didn’t really happen and we 
don’t have any restrictions on 
space or limits on gathering,” 
said Kim Koller, executive di-
rector of administration. “We 
don’t have to worry about 
illnesses among students and 
staff.” But an all in-person 
fall semester would mean 
stepped-up cleaning and dis-
infecting in classrooms, and a 
relaxation of spring semester 
guidelines from the state.
• Schools could take a 
hybrid approach. If in fall, 
large gatherings are still pro-
hibited, classes of more than 
10 students might have to be 
split up. If social distancing 
is still required, desks and 
cafeteria seating may have 
to be six feet apart. “One op-
tion is to alternate (days),” 
Koller said. “Another option 
could be morning and after-
noon programming. It could 
vary by age of students.”

Talks 
begin on 
state of 
district’s 

fall classes

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Donald Trump emphati-
cally defended himself Tuesday 
against criticism from medical 
experts that his announced use 
of a malaria drug against the 
coronavirus could spark wide 
misuse by Americans of the 
unproven treatment with poten-
tially fatal side effects.

Trump’s revelation a day 
earlier that he was taking hy-
droxychloroquine caught many 
in his administration by surprise 
and set off an urgent effort by 
officials to justify his action. 
But their attempt to address the 
concerns of health professionals 
was undercut by the president 
himself.

He asserted without evidence 
that a study of veterans raising 
alarm about the drug was “false” 
and an “enemy statement,” even 
as his own government warned 

that the drug should be admin-
istered for COVID-19 only in a 
hospital or research setting.

“If you look at the one survey, 
the only bad survey, they were 
giving it to people that were in 
very bad shape,” Trump said. 
That was an apparent refer-
ence to a study of hundreds of 
patients treated by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
in which more of those in a 
group who were administered 

hydroxychloroquine died than 
among those who weren’t.

“They were very old. Almost 
dead,” Trump said. “It was 
a Trump enemy statement.” 
During a Cabinet meeting, he 
elicited a defense of his practice 
from other officials, including 
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie, who 
noted that the study in question 
was not conducted by his agency.

But the drug has not been 
shown to combat the virus in 
a multitude of other studies as 
well. Two large observational 
studies, each involving around 
1,400 patients in New York, re-
cently found no COVID benefit 
from hydroxychloroquine. Two 
new ones published last week 
in the medical journal BMJ 
reached the same conclusion.

No large, rigorous studies 
have found the drug safe or 
effective for preventing or treat-
ing COVID-19.

Trump said he decided to 
take hydroxychloroquine after 
two White House staffers tested 
positive for the disease, but he 
already had spent months pro-
moting the drug as a potential 

cure or preventive despite the 
cautionary advice of many of 
his administration’s top medical 
professionals.

“This is an individual decision 
to make,” Trump told reporters 
during a visit to Capitol Hill to 
meet with Senate Republicans. 
He later claimed, “It’s gotten a 
bad reputation only because I’m 
promoting it.”

Many studies are testing 
hydroxychloroquine for pre-
venting or limiting coronavirus 
illness but “at this point in time 
there’s absolutely no evidence 
that this strategy works,” said 
Dr. Carlos del Rio, an infec-
tious-disease specialist at Emo-
ry University in Atlanta.

“My concern is, the president 
has a big bully pulpit ... maybe 
people will think there’s some 
non-public evidence” that the 
drug works because Trump has 
chosen to use it, del Rio said. “It 
creates this conspiracy theo-
ry that something works and 
they’re not telling me about it 
yet.”

My ‘decision to make’: Trump defends use of drug
He began taking 

hydroxychloroquine 
after WH staffers 

test positive

Associated Press

President Donald Trump speaks 
with reporters after meeting 
with Senate Republicans at their 
weekly luncheon Tuesday on 
Capitol Hill in Washington.
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“We think 
it’s time, 
and we 
think 

we’re able 
to come 
out and 

say we’re 
doing it 
safely 
now.”
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