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» Democrats must  
live up to duty
After Republicans failed to 
pass budget, Congress must 
approve federal funding plan. 
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» Give your garage 
some attention
Spring is good time to examine 
parts, consider hiring someone. 
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MYHERS BROTHERS’ DIFFERENT 
STYLES HELP BRING OSSEO-FAIRCHILD 

TO STATE TOURNAMENT 

•  Former Rice Lake track star Bednarek making waves on national level

• Ellenson in unfamiliar territory with latest stop of NBA career

• Five questions with Ms. Hockey, Eau Claire Area’s Charlotte Akervik
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By Christena T. O’Brien

Leader-Telegram staff

Nick Smiar knows that most 
people wouldn’t want 
to live near someone 
once deemed a sexually 
violent person.

“You could put (a 
house for one of these 
people) on top of a flag 
pole in the middle of 
the desert, and people 
would still object,” said 
Smiar, Eau Claire Coun-
ty Board chairman.

Because of a change in the 
law, counties — instead of the 
state — now must identify an 
appropriate residential option 

within their borders for people 
committed to a treatment facili-
ty under the state’s sexual pred-
ator law who have been granted 

supervised release.
But that option can’t 

be within 1,500 feet of 
any school premises, 
child care facility, public 
park, place of worship or 
youth center.

Eau Claire County 
officials have been given 
180 days to find a hous-
ing option for a person 

granted supervised release, and 
the clock is ticking.

“We are proceeding with 
caution but at deliberate speed,” 
Smiar said.

Prompting the search, Eau 
Claire County Judge Sarah 
Harless signed an order for 
supervised release for Jeffrey J. 
Bonnin on Oct. 8, according to 
court records.

“When there is a court order 
for supervised release of (a 
sexually violent person) in Eau 
Claire County, (a temporary) 
committee must complete a 
report identifying an appropri-
ate residential placement option 
and submit the report to the 
circuit court which ordered the 
release,” said Richard Eaton, 
Eau Claire County assistant 
corporation counsel in a fact 
sheet prepared for the county’s 
Committee on Administration.

“Failure to submit a report 
identifying an appropriate 
placement option can result in 
daily financial penalties for (the 
county’s Department of Human 
Services), reportedly up to 
$1,000 per day,” Eaton wrote.

The temporary committee 
has met since October and has 
attempted to locate appropriate 
residential housing options, Rod 
Eslinger, county planning and 
development director, said, but 
none of those worked out, so 
the committee had to consider 
other options, including placing 
these people in housing on 
county land.

Panel tries to find housing for sex offender

Smiar

By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

For many years, Jared 
and Kelly Choate have been 
searching for the perfect proj-
ect to work on together.

Sure, since the couple relo-
cated to California’s Bay Area, 
they started a band together 
with friends. When Jared de-
cided to run across America, 
trekking 3,000 miles from Surf 
City, N.J. to Santa Monica Pier, 
Calif., Kelly served as his eyes 
and helped him route the trip. 
And together, they wrote “The 
Now Testament,” an e-book 
released in 2013 about the 
adventure.

But when the couple re-
turned home to the Chippewa 
Valley for Christmas in 2017, a 
conversation at The Joynt with 
owner Bill Nolte about what 
it was like to bring in well-
known jazz acts like Dizzy 
Gillespie and Gerry Mulligan 
to the small but iconic Eau 
Claire bar, they stumbled upon 
the idea they’d been dreaming 
of — a documentary about Eau 
Claire’s music and arts scene, 
and the people behind it all.

Though The Joynt had 
always been their “watering 
hole” while studying at UW-
Eau Claire — in fact, it’s where 
they met — they’d never met 
Nolte and never truly under-
stood the history of music and 
art in the Wisconsin city.

“We were so inspired after 
that conversation,” Kelly said 
Thursday afternoon. “Before, 
I didn’t really know that there 
was all of this music happen-
ing here. As we learned about 
so many different musicians 
and so many stories, we were 
just like ‘Why doesn’t every-
body know this? How did I not 
know about this?’”

“We spent so many years 
wondering what we were go-
ing to do,” Jared said, smiling 
at Kelly as he spoke. “And it 
was like we realized that back 
home has all the elements of 
a story worth telling. We want 
to tie together this community, 
shine a spotlight, bring other 
people around here and give 
us a reason to celebrate us.”

Since that night, the Choates 
have been returning to Eau 
Claire any chance they get 
to continue filming the so far 
untitled documentary, which 
they hope to complete by next 
summer. On a filming excur-
sion this week, the couple 
spent their days interviewing 
another batch of Eau Claire 
movers and shakers — art-

ists, writers, musicians and 
entrepreneurs ranging from 
best-selling author Michael 
Perry and poet laureate Bruce 
Taylor to sound engineer 
Brian Joseph and performance 
artist CV Peterson.

A passion project
From the outside, it may 

seem out of the blue for the 
couple to consider producing 
a documentary.

The Choates have never 
produced a documentary 
before and aren’t professional 
filmmakers — both work at 
startup companies in the Oak-
land area. Jared, an Eau Claire 
native, earned degrees in psy-
chology and criminal justice 
from UW-Eau Claire and Kelly, 
a Spooner native, graduated in 
music performance.

For a time, Jared consid-
ered returning to school for 
a degree in film but instead 
decided he’d dip his toes into 
the medium through experi-
ence. He’s worked on several 
movie sets in California and 
has served as a producer.

The Choates are funding the 
project as they go, with their 
own money and other friends 
who have joined as producers.

“It’s a true passion project,” 
Jared said, chuckling. “In the 
utmost sense of the term.”

Shining a spotlight
Couple hopes to 
tell story of Eau 
Claire’s thriving 
music and arts 
scene through 
documentary

Staff photos by Steve Kinderman

Kelly and Jared Choate set up their equipment Friday afternoon at The Hive studio in Eau Claire. 
This week, the couple returned to Eau Claire to resume work on a documentary focused on the 
city’s musical and artistic history, as well as its continually growing scene today. The couple is cur-
rently based in the Bay Area in California, but both hail from the Chippewa Valley.

Nick Houchin, director of photography, chats with Brian Jo-
seph, owner of The Hive studio in Eau Clarie before interview-
ing him for the documentary. Joseph has worked with acts like 
Bon Iver, Sufjan Stevens, The Staves, yMusic and Paul Simon.

By Eric Tucker

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Special counsel Robert 
Mueller on Friday turned 
over his long-awaited final 
report on the contentious 
Russia investigation that 
has cast a dark shadow 
over Donald Trump’s pres-
idency, entangled Trump’s 
family and resulted in 
criminal charges against 
some of the president’s 
closest associates.

The comprehensive 
report, still confidential, 
marks the end of Mueller’s 
probe but sets the stage 
for big public fights to 
come. The next steps are 
up to Trump’s attorney 
general, to Congress and, 
in all likelihood, federal 
courts.

The Justice Department 
said Mueller delivered his 
final report to Attorney 
General William Barr and 
officially concluded his 
probe of Russian election 
interference and possible 
coordination with Trump 
associates. The report will 
now be reviewed by Barr, 
who has said he will write 
his own account communi-
cating Mueller’s findings to 
Congress and the Ameri-
can public.

Barr said he could send 
his account to Congress 
quickly.

Mueller 
turns  
over   

Russia  
report

rain

See COUNTY  Page 2A

See DOCUMENTARY  Page 2A

See MUELLER  Page 2A


