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Milwaukee
approves
mandatory
masks in
public
MILWAUKEE (AP) —
Wearing a face covering to
prevent the spread of the
coronavirus will be mandatory in Milwaukee under an
ordinance approved Monday
by the city council.
The Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel reported the council
also unanimously adopted a
separate proposal to provide
free masks to city residents.
Anyone age 3 and older would have to wear a
face-covering in buildings
open to the public, as well
as any outdoor public space
when it’s not possible to stay
6 feet away from people who
aren’t in the same household. There are exceptions
for medical conditions or
religious reasons.
The ordinance says the
Milwaukee Health Department should fine businesses
that don’t comply, but it
doesn’t specify how outdoor
spaces will be enforced.
Milwaukee Mayor Tom
Barrett has said he would
sign the ordinance.
An order requiring masks
indoors in Dane County,
which includes the state
capital of Madison, took
effect on Monday.
Democratic Gov. Tony
Evers said he was considering
a statewide mask mandate,
but after the Wisconsin Supreme Court struck down his
“safer at home” order in May,
a new one requiring masks to
be worn is “unlikely.”
Wisconsin’s confirmed
COVID-19 cases have been
steadily increasing since midJune, breaking records for
three straight days last week.
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Increased calls for masks locally
Will decrease risk
of spreading virus
By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

Wearing a cloth face mask
will decrease, but not eliminate,
the risk of someone transmitting COVID-19 to another
person. Chippewa Valley health
officials on Monday urged
people to wear tightly-woven
fabric coverings over both the
nose and mouth when in close
quarters with others.
The renewed call for
mask-wearing comes days after
the Eau Claire City-County
Health Department mandated
county businesses consider face
mask policies.
There’s “overwhelming data”
that masks cut down on the
spread of respiratory droplets,
which leave someone’s mouth
when they talk, sing, laugh,

sneeze or cough, said Lieske
Giese, director of the Health
Department. The same respiratory droplets appear as mist when
someone exhales in cold weather.
The CDC has said the coronavirus spreads mainly when an
infected person expels respiratory droplets that “land in the
mouths or noses of people who
are nearby and can possibly be
inhaled into the lungs.”
It’s less clear if masks can
directly protect the wearer,
filtering out others’ respiratory
droplets, Giese said. But the
CDC has said mask-wearing
helps control community spread
in a broader sense: “Wearing
a cloth face covering will help
protect people around you,
including those at higher risk of
severe illness from COVID-19
and workers who frequently
come into close contact with
other people (e.g., in stores and
See COVID-19Page 2A
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Wisconsin National Guard volunteers Marissa Steffens, left, and
Kanada Vang wore masks as they processed absentee ballots in
April at Spirit Lutheran Church in Eau Claire. Chippewa Valley
groups and health organizations are increasing calls for wearing
masks and face coverings as virus cases rise in Eau Claire and Chippewa counties. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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Above: Work continues on the new Welcome Center at UW-Eau Claire on
Monday. Right: A welder works on the new Welcome Center at UW-Eau
Claire on Monday. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

More than 200 schools back lawsuit over foreign student rule
By Collin Binkley
Associated Press

BOSTON — More than 200
universities are backing a legal
challenge to the Trump administration’s new restrictions on
international students, arguing
that the policy jeopardizes students’ safety and forces schools
to reconsider fall plans they
have spent months preparing.
The schools have signed court
briefs supporting Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology as they sue
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement in federal court in
Boston. The lawsuit challenges
a recently announced directive
saying international students cannot stay in the U.S. if they take all
their classes online this fall.
A wide range of colleges
and state and local officials are
standing up to the policy, which
faces mounting legal opposition.
Massachusetts filed a federal
suit Monday that was joined by
Democratic attorneys general in
16 other states and the District
of Columbia. Other suits have
come from Johns Hopkins University and the state of California. The University of California

Associated Press

Pedestrians walk through the gates of Harvard Yard at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass, on Aug. 13, 2019. Harvard and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology filed a federal lawsuit on July
8 challenging the Trump administration’s decision to bar international students from staying in the U.S. if they take classes entirely
online this fall.
system has said it will sue.
A judge is scheduled to hear
arguments Tuesday in the case
brought by Harvard and MIT.
If the judge does not suspend
the rule, colleges across the
U.S. will have until Wednesday
to notify ICE if they plan to be
fully online this fall.
The Department of Homeland
Security and ICE say the new

policy is backed by existing
law forbidding foreign students
from taking all of their classes
online. ICE suspended the rule
in March in response to the
pandemic, but the agency told
universities it was subject to
change, according to a Monday
court filing from the Trump
administration.
The agencies say their up-

dated guidance still provides
leniency by allowing foreign
students to maintain their visas
even if they study online from
abroad this fall.
“Rather than completely
rescinding the March guidance
and reverting to business as
usual with respect to schools and
foreign students, ICE announced
a measured transition to begin a
move toward reopening schools
and allowing students to return
to classrooms,” the brief said.
A brief filed Monday by 59
universities, however, says the
rule throws their plans into
disarray with less than a month
before some schools start the
fall term. They challenged the
policy’s legal grounds and say it
forces schools across the nation
to “choose between opening
their campuses regardless of the
public health risks, or forcing
their international students to
leave the country.”
The group includes all of
Harvard’s companions in the Ivy
League and other prestigious
schools including Stanford and
Duke universities. They collectively enroll more than 213,000
international students.
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