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E
au Claire is facing a new lawsuit from two groups that 
have previously challenged the city’s use of a tool in-
tended to spur redevelopment.

Milwaukee-based Wisconsin Insti-
tute for Law & Liberty filed a lawsuit 
Wednesday morning on behalf of Eau 
Claire group Voters With Facts in oppo-
sition to the city’s tax increment financ-
ing district in the Water Street area.

“The Water Street 
TIF district is the 

second dis-
trict 

the city has created in two years in an 
area where development was in prog-
ress. It appears that this kind of abuse 
will continue unless we citizens take 
action,” Cyndi Burton, a Voters With 
Facts member, said in a news release.

In TIF districts, property taxes on 
new buildings go toward paying for 
nearby public projects that cities be-
lieve will contribute toward the area’s 
redevelopment. After the projects 

are paid off, the value of the new 
buildings goes on the general 

tax rolls to pay for city and 
county government, K-12 

schools and the local technical college.
In the new lawsuit, WILL and Voters 

With Facts point out that the city cre-
ated TIF District No. 12 in mid-Septem-
ber 2017, but is using tax revenue from 
a $14 million building that was already 
complete.

“This is the biggest abuse of it we’ve 
ever seen — that a city is claiming an 
already-built building qualified,” said 
Tom Kamenick, deputy counsel for 
WILL.

The four-story building at 222 Water 
St. known as Aspenson Mogensen Hall 
began housing about 200 UW-Eau 
Claire students in August 2017.

City Attorney Stephen Nick said sim-
ilar disputes over recently completed 
buildings included in TIFs have already 
been decided by Wisconsin courts. He 
cited a 2001 appeals court case involv-
ing a Walmart in a Baraboo TIF, which 
came out in that city’s favor.

“It’s not about any one site or project 
within a district,” Nick said. “The fact 
that an element was under construc-

tion already does not make the 
district illegal.”
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By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON — Wisconsin 
wildlife officials should again 
offer bounties for deer carcasses 
infected with chronic wasting 
disease as the ailment contin-
ues to sweep unabated across 
the state, two-thirds of outdoor 
enthusiasts who responded to a 
survey last month said.

The Wisconsin Conservation 
Congress, a citizen group that 
advises the state Department 
of Natural Resources, asked 
attendees at its annual state-
wide spring meetings April 8 
if they support the idea. The 
congress also posed the ques-
tion in an online survey that 
ran from April 8 through 11. A 
tally the DNR released Wednes-
day shows 5,033 respondents 
support bounties; 2,854 oppose 
the idea.

The plan calls for pay-
ing hunters and landowners 
between $750 and $1,250 per 
CWD-positive deer and $300 

to businesses that open carcass 
drop-off sites. A pilot effort 
could run between $900,000 
and $1.4 million.

The money would come from 
tax revenue generated by the 
state’s deer hunting economy. 
The governor and the Legisla-
ture would have to authorize the 
spending in the state budget.

The proposal comes from 
retired DNR biologist Mike Foy 
and retired DNR wildlife direc-
tor Tom Hauge. The DNR ran a 
similar bounty program under 
Hauge from 2003 and 2005 as 
the agency pushed hunters to 
kill as many deer as possible in 
hopes of slowing transmission.

The DNR ended up paying 
about $645,000 over those three 
seasons. But hunters refused to 
buy into the idea of killing huge 
numbers of deer and the DNR 
scrapped the strategy. Former 
Republican Gov. Scott Walker 
took a largely hands-off ap-
proach to CWD during his eight 
years in office.

The disease has now affected 
56 of the state’s 72 counties. The 
DNR defines “affected” as coun-
ties with positives and adjacent 
counties.

State bounties advised for CWD
Two-thirds favor 
program’s return, 

survey finds

Associated Press

Daniel Crook, right, looks at a photo Dan Ruhland took of Crook’s 
nine-point deer Nov. 21, 2016, in downtown Plain. State wildlife 
officials should again offer bounties for deer carcasses infected with 
chronic wasting disease, newly released survey results show.
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Notre Dame Cathedral 
has significant meaning 
to French 
people, and 
UW-Eau 
Claire French 
professor 
Jessica Miller 
is relieved 
the historic 
church will 
be rebuilt 
after the fire Monday.

Miller learned about the 
fire from news alerts, and 
she was horrified watching 
the live footage of the build-
ing’s roof burning.

“Why am I so emotion-
al? It’s not my hometown,” 
she said. “It’s just hard to 
believe, because we have 
so many old buildings in 
France. It’s just part of our 
landscape. It’s part of our 
culture and history, and ulti-
mately, our identity.”

Construction on Notre 
Dame Cathedral began in 
1163 and was finished in 
1345.

UW-EC 
prof: Notre 
Dame part 
of French 
identity

France native 
emotional about 

fire damage

Miller
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A new lawsuit against the city contends that the property value of Aspenson Mogensen Hall, 222 Water St., should not be included 
in a special district that uses taxes on new buildings to pay for nearby public improvements. The groups bringing the lawsuit have 
previously sued the city of Eau Claire over its use of tax increment financing in the downtown area.
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