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By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Monday’s lockdown of 
North High School 
was prompted by 

a concerned parent who re-
peated an item seen on social 
media about an incident that 
happened last week on a 
school bus.

Eau Claire police officers 
roamed hallways and stu-
dents were kept in their class-
rooms during the morning, 
but an afternoon statement 
from the school district said 
there is no credible threat to 
North High.

“We have no reason to 
believe there was or is any 
threat to North High School,” 
the district’s news release 
stated. “However, we wanted 
to operate out of an abun-
dance of caution to ensure 
the safety of our students and 
staff.”

A parent called the school 
district at 6:30 a.m. Monday 

with information believed to 
be “possibly threatening” that 
was posted Friday on social 
media.

By the time school officials 
saw the post, students were 
already in the building and 
others en route on school 
buses. When classes began, 
students were kept in class-
rooms except during “con-
trolled transitions between 
periods,” according to the 
district’s news release.

“Every time we receive any 
type of threat that involves 
children in our school sys-
tem, we take it very serious-
ly,” said Eau Claire police Lt. 
Derek Thomas.

About a half-dozen police 
officers responded to the 
school, ultimately leaving at 
about 11:25 a.m.

In its statement, the school 
district said it appreciated 
patience and understanding 
of families, students, staff 
and community members 
as it dealt with “this serious 
issue.”

The social media post that 
led to the lockdown referred 
to an initial call to police 
about a student who over-
heard what he or she thought 
was a threat during a school 
bus ride on Thursday, Thom-
as said. That incident remains 
under investigation, he said.

People have every right 
to listen to police calls over 
radio scanners and be curious 
about what’s happening in 
their community, Thomas 
said. However, he cautioned 
that those calls go out before 
officers arrive on the scene 

to investigate what happened 
and are short of important 
details needed to fully under-
stand a situation.

“Understand there’s far 
more than the couple sen-
tences that go over the 
scanner when responding to 
a case,” Thomas said.

Also in its Monday after-
noon statement, the school 
district revealed there was a 
separate, unrelated incident 
that happened Friday night in 
the North High parking lot.

A man confronted several 
youths who were making 
noise in the parking lot at 
about 11:17 p.m. During the 
confrontation, the adoles-
cents learned the man had a 
gun on him. Police arrested 
the man Friday night, Thomas 
said, and he will be in court 
on Wednesday for disorderly 
conduct and having a gun on 
school property.

Contact: 715-833-9204, 
andrew.dowd@ecpc.com, @
ADowd_LT on Twitter

Lockdown prompted 
by social media post
School officials: No threat to North High

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Police respond Monday to North High School. Students were kept in classrooms during the morning as officers patrolled 
the hallways.

By Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON — Democratic 
Gov. Tony Evers’ administra-
tion scrapped a public website 
created under his Republican 
predecessor to track compli-
ance on public records requests, 
a move criticized in a report 
issued Monday by a conserva-
tive law firm.

Doing away with the website 
dashboard is one example of a 
step backward in open record 
compliance that’s occurred 
between Scott Walker’s admin-
istration and Evers, the report 
from the Wisconsin Institute 
for Law and Liberty said. The 
report accused Evers of slow 
response times, disorganization 
and a lack of transparency on 
open records issues.

Evers disputed many of the 
report’s key findings, with 
his spokesman Melissa Bal-
dauff saying Evers is actually 

responding more quickly to 
requests than did Walker.

While state agencies are no 
longer required to maintain the 
website showing compliance 
with public records, the Evers 

administration is evaluating 
how to better present “accu-
rate information about public 
records to the public,” Baldauff 
said.

“The dashboards used by the 
prior administration did not 
provide consistent information 
across agencies,” she said. “Spe-
cifically, agencies used different 
means to calculate the same 
metrics. Further, the dashboards 
required significant staff time 
and resources to implement and 
maintain. Staff time and limited 
resources are better spent on 
responding to actual records 
requests.”

The state’s chief advocate for 
open records, Wisconsin Free-
dom of Information Council 
President Bill Lueders, said he 
hoped the Evers administration 
would take the report “as a prod 
to do better.”

“The executive branch should 
strive to be a model of transpar-
ency,” Lueders said.

Walker created the website 
in 2016 after a failed attempt by 
him and Republican legislative 
leaders to gut the open records 
law and keep secret almost all 
materials related to lawmakers’ 
work. Walker and lawmakers 
backed off quickly after a loud 
public outcry from both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans against 
the move.

The Wisconsin Institute for 
Law and Liberty, known as 
WILL, has been a frequent critic 
of Evers and is suing the gover-
nor over partial vetoes he made 
in the most recent state budget. 
The group also has representa-
tion on the Freedom of Informa-
tion Council and has fought for 
more accessible open records.

Its report released Monday 
accuses Evers of backtracking 
on a pair of executive orders 
issued by Walker establishing 
best practices for responding to 
open records requests.

evers ends records website Walker created

Associated Press

A conservative law firm has 
issued a report criticizing Gov. 
Tony Evers, shown last month, for 
scrapping a website that tracks re-
sponses to open records requests.

“We have no reason to believe there was or 
is any threat to North High School. However, 
we wanted to operate out of an abundance of 
caution to ensure the safety of our students 

and staff.” — District news release
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By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

Over 35 people attended 
a meeting Monday when 
the Eau Claire school board 
voted to sell the Little Red 
Elementary school, which 
has been shuttered for 
over a decade, to a regional 
plumbers and steamfitters 
union.

The board also voted to 
sell about 22 acres of the 
surrounding property to a 
town of Brunswick resident.

The sales were both ap-
proved 5-2. Board members 
Tim Nordin and Aaron Hard-
er voted against the sales.

The UA Local 434, a 
plumbers and steamfitters 
union, has offered the dis-
trict $509,740 for the Little 
Red building and almost 12 
acres of surrounding land, 
the district said in a Mon-
day night press release. 

district 
to sell 

Little red
Board approves 
sale to plumbers 

union for 
training facility

Staff file photo/

The Eau Claire school district 
ran Little Red Elementary 
School until it closed in 
spring 2008. 
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