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» Mosquito-spread 
virus surfaces
EC County resident is state’s 
first human case of EEE virus 
in 2020. Page 3A

» Stuck in place
Pandemic locks down 
globe-trotting pope. Page 9B
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — As classes 
begin for K-12 and local col-
lege students this week, an Eau 
Claire County 
public health 
order requiring 
people to dis-
tance socially and 
limit the size of 
public gatherings 
will continue.

During a 
Wednesday 
afternoon virtual 
news conference, Eau Claire 
City-County Health Director 
Lieske Giese announced that 
the order intended to limit the 
spread of the coronavirus is 
renewed for another two weeks, 
this time set to expire on Thurs-
day, Sept. 17.

“The order remains un-
changed from the previous two-
week period,” she said.

The order includes main-
taining six feet of distance 
between people who don’t live 
in the same household and 
prohibiting indoor gatherings 
of more than 100 people and 

in excess of 250 in outdoor 
settings.

While Eau Claire public 
schools cancelled their fall 
sports season, Giese acknowl-
edged that other districts in the 
county plan to proceed with 
theirs, including three sports 
deemed “high-risk” during the 

pandemic — volleyball, soccer 
and football.

As schools faced a deadline 
to notify the Wisconsin Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association 
on Tuesday about playing those 
sports this fall, Giese said the 
health department did contact 
area superintendents with a 
letter of advice.

The first recommendation 
was to “think twice” about play-
ing high-risk sports, Giese said.

But beyond that though, the 
advice included to not allow 
spectators at sporting events, 
require those on the sidelines to 
wear face masks and maintain 
distance between each other, 
she said. Limiting the number 
of different teams at athletic 
events also was recommend-
ed to prevent COVID-19 from 
spreading to multiple schools.

With the dawn of new school 
year and students returning to 
classrooms for the first time 
since mid-March, Giese an-
ticipates seeing statistics of 
COVID-19 testing and positive 
cases to increase.

Local public health order renewed
Schools expected 

to impact 
COVID-19 
numbers

Staff photo by Sarah Seifert
Jacob and Randy Bauer of Elk Mound-based 52 Bakery sold bread to a 
customer at the Eau Claire Downtown Farmers Market in May. The county’s 
public health order, aimed at containing COVID-19, was renewed this week.

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
With Labor Day looming, 
Chippewa County public 
health director Angela 
Weideman 
recommend-
ed people 
skip their an-
nual gather-
ings this year, 
or make extra 
plans to have 
a safe event.

“If you 
want to get 
together, please do it re-
sponsibly,” Weideman said. 
“The safest option overall is 
not to have a gathering.”

If an event is held, Weide-
man recommends that 
chairs be set six feet apart 
as a reminder for guests to 
social distance from each 
other, have extra masks 
available, put out paper 
towels instead of cloth ones 
and encourage everyone to 
drink from their own cans 
and bottles.

Weideman said her 
concern is that people will 
let their guard down and 
not stay vigilant in wearing 
masks or social distancing.

“Over the past few weeks, 
we’re seeing more cases 
from community spread 
and large events,” she said. 
“We’ve seen cases come 
from weddings.”

In the past week, Chip-
pewa County saw 40 new 
COVID-19 cases, to an over-
all total of 351 cases. The 40 
new cases ties the county’s 
single-week high, from two 
weeks ago.

County 
test-

positivity 
rate rises

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — 
Joe Biden is calling the struggle 
to reopen U.S. schools amid the 
coronavirus a “national emer-
gency” and accusing President 
Donald Trump of turning his 
back to stoke passions instead 
about unrest in America’s cities.

The Democratic presidential 
nominee’s broadsides came a 
day ahead of his own trip to 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, where 
Biden said he wants to help 
“heal” a city reeling from an-
other police shooting of a Black 
man. The wounding of Jacob 
Blake and subsequent demon-
strations have made the polit-
ical battleground state a focal 
point for debate over police and 
protest violence, as well as the 
actions of vigilante militias.

Biden assailed Trump for his 
vilifying of protesters as well 
as his handling of the pandemic 
that has killed nearly 190,000 
Americans and crippled the na-
tional economy, leaving millions 
out of work, schools straining 

to deal with students in class-
rooms or at home and parents 
struggling to keep up. An Amer-
ican president, Trump’s chal-
lenger declared, should be able 
to lead through multiple crises 
at the same time.

“Where is the president? 
Why isn’t he working on this?,” 
Biden asked. “We need emer-

gency support funding for our 
schools — and we need it now. 
Mr. President, that is your job. 
That’s what you should be 
focused on — getting our kids 
back to school. Not whipping up 
fear and division — not inciting 
violence in our streets.”

Trump answered almost 
immediately with his own event 

in North Carolina, where he 
continued casting the protests 
generally as “violent mobs 
here at home” that must be 
met with a strong show of 
force. “These people know one 
thing: strength,” he said. If local 
leaders would ask for federal 
muscle, Trump said, “We’ll have 
it done in one hour.”

The opposing events reflected 
the clear fault lines of the gener-
al election campaign. Each man 
casts the other as a threat to 
Americans’ day-to-day security, 
but Trump uses “law and order” 
as his rallying cry while Biden 
pushes a broader referendum on 
Trump’s competence, tempera-
ment and values.

Biden said Wednesday that 
he’d use existing federal disaster 
law to direct funding to schools 
to help them reopen safely, 
and he urged Trump to “get off 
Twitter” and “negotiate a deal” 
with Congress on more pan-
demic aid. 

biden criticizes Trump ahead of Kenosha visit

Carolyn Kaster, Associated Press

Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden 
speaks in Wilmington, Del. on Wednesday about school reopenings.
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UW-Eau Claire sophomore Carley Conway of Germantown relaxed in the shade on the university’s campus in between classes 
on the first day of school on Wednesday. It is the first day UW-Eau Claire students have returned to campus en masse since the 
university canceled in-person spring classes in mid-March. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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