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» Menomonie schools 
reopening plan OK’d
In-person learning to include 
risk management strategies. 
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» Lifesaving  
potential estimated
Institute: Thousands would 
be spared by wearing masks. 
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on local  
COVId cases
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — When 
COVID-19 descended on Wis-
consin in March, Jodi Kiffmeyer 
of Rice Lake suddenly had free 
time on her hands.

Months later, Kiffmeyer, 45, 
became a key figure represent-
ing Wisconsin in a nationwide 
Holocaust memorial project.

In February, Kiffmeyer, a 
Chetek native who grew up in 
the Chippewa Valley, had just 
begun a new job as an archivist 
at the Chippewa Valley Muse-
um. But after COVID-19 tem-
porarily limited her work, she 
decided to tackle a project for 
a different museum 1,000 miles 
away.

The U.S. Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum put out a call to 

the public for help in 2016: It 
wanted to know what American 
newspapers reported about the 
Nazi genocide of Jewish peo-
ple during the Holocaust. The 
museum hoped to crowdsource 
Holocaust-era articles from 
local newspaper archives.

“It’s been on my radar for a 
couple years,” Kiffmeyer said 
of the project. “When things 
shut down due to COVID-19, I 
thought, this is a good time to 
do this.”

In March 2020, Kiffmeyer 
submitted her first Holo-
caust-related newspaper article, 
a story she’d found in the Lead-
er-Telegram archives at News-
papers.com.

Months later, Kiffmeyer was 
the museum’s top contributor 
this spring — not only in the 
state of Wisconsin, but most 
prolific in the nation, according 
to the museum. She’s combed 
through Leader-Telegram ar-
chives and submitted more than 
900 Leader-Telegram articles, 

cartoons, editorials and letters 
to the editor about Holocaust 
events.

Some of Kiffmeyer’s findings 
are short and to-the-point: An 
Associated Press report pub-
lished in August 1944 tells of 
a ship carrying nearly 1,000 

refugees that reached haven in 
the U.S.

Others are deeply personal 
and tied to the Chippewa Valley. 
A May 1945 article focuses on 
an Eau Claire soldier, Sgt. R.P. 
Woodruff, who wrote to his 
parents in Eau Claire about his 
horror while seeing a Dachau 
torture chamber.

“You have no conception of 
what it was like,” Woodruff 
wrote to his parents, describing 
the starved and dying condi-
tions of the Jewish, French, 
Russian, Polish and American 
prisoners who were still alive at 
the concentration camp.

This spring, Kiffmeyer said, 
she’d spend two or three hours a 
day deep in the paper’s archives, 
looking for articles like these.

“Sometimes I’d find dozens of 
articles within an hour. But some-
times I’d be skimming through 
weeks of issues without finding 
anything,” she said. “I’d get going 
and forget what time it was.”

Lending her expertise to Holocaust memorial
Local historian 

makes a splash in 
Holocaust project

Kiffmeyer

By Kathleen Ronayne  
and Will Weissert

Associated Press

WILMING-
TON, Del. 
— Joe Biden 

named California Sen. 
Kamala Harris as his 
running mate on Tues-
day, making history 
by selecting the first 
Black woman to com-
pete on a major party’s 
presidential ticket and 
acknowledging the 
vital role Black voters 
will play in his bid to 
defeat President Don-
ald Trump.

In choosing Harris, Biden 
is embracing a former rival 
from the Democratic prima-
ry who is familiar with the 
unique rigor of a national 
campaign. The 55-year-old 
first-term senator, who is also 
of South Asian descent, is one 
of the party’s most prominent 
figures. She quickly became 

a top contender for the No. 
2 spot after her own White 
House campaign ended.

She will appear with Biden 
for the first time as his run-
ning mate at an event today 
near his home in Wilmington, 
Delaware.

In announcing the pick, 
Biden called Harris a “fear-
less fighter for the little guy, 
and one of the country’s 

finest public servants.” She 
said Biden would “unify the 
American people” and “build 
an America that lives up to 
our ideals.”

Harris joins Biden at a mo-
ment of unprecedented na-
tional crisis. The coronavirus 
pandemic has claimed the 
lives of more than 160,000 
people in the U.S., far more 
than the toll experienced in 

other countries. Business 
closures and disruptions 
resulting from the pandemic 
have caused severe economic 
problems. Unrest, mean-
while, has emerged across 
the country as Americans 
protest racism and police 
brutality.

Trump’s uneven handling 
of the crises has given Biden 
an opening, and he enters the 
fall campaign in strong posi-
tion against the president. In 
adding Harris to the ticket, 
he can point to her relatively 
centrist record on issues such 
as health care and her back-
ground in law enforcement in 
the nation’s largest state.

The president told report-
ers on Tuesday he was “a 
little surprised” that Biden 
picked Harris, pointing to 
their debate stage disputes 
during the primary. Trump, 
who has donated to her pre-
vious campaigns, argued she 
was “about the most liberal 
person in the U.S. Senate.”

“I would have thought that 
Biden would have tried to 
stay away from that a little 
bit,” he said.

BIDEN SELECTS HARRIS
Calif. senator makes history as the 1st Black 
woman on a major party’s presidential ticket 

Associated Press

Then-Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., listens during a gun safety forum Oct. 2, 2019, in Las Ve-
gas. Democratic presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden has chosen Harris as his running mate.

Associated Press

Former Vice President Joe Biden shakes hands with Sen. 
Kamala Harris, D-Calif., before the second of two Democratic 
presidential primary debates July 31, 2019, at the Fox Theatre 
in Detroit. Biden has chosen Harris as his running mate.
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By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Three 
months before the fall elec-
tions, voters on Tuesday set 
the ballot for the 3rd Con-
gressional District race.

Early 
results from 
Tuesday’s 
primaries sig-
naled a Nov. 3 
general elec-
tion show-
down be-
tween 12-term 
incumbent 
U.S. Rep. Ron 
Kind, D-La 
Crosse, and 
Republican 
military vet-
eran Derrick 
Van Orden of 
Hager City.

With about 
45% of 603 
western Wisconsin pre-
cincts reporting, Kind and 
Van Orden held command-
ing leads over their chal-
lengers and The Associated 
Press declared them the 
winners of their respective 
3rd District primaries.

Kind, widely recognized 
as a moderate, held an 82% 
to 18% lead over progressive 
candidate Mark Neumann of 
La Crosse in the Democratic 
primary. Kind had attracted 
21,197 votes, compared with 
4,760 for Neumann.

Kind, Van 
Orden win 
3rd district 
primaries

Incumbent, 
challenger 
vying for 

congressional 
seat

Van Orden

Kind
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