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By Ricardo  
Alonso-Zaldivar

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When 
the Census Bureau reported 
an increase in the number 
of people without health 
insurance in America, it sent 
political partisans reaching for 
talking points on the Obama-
era health law and its travails. 
But the new numbers sug-
gest that fears of the Trump 
administration’s immigration 
crackdown may be a more sig-
nificant factor in the slippage.

Overall, the number of 
uninsured in the U.S. rose by 
1.9 million people in 2018, the 
agency reported last week. It 
was the first jump in nearly 
a decade. An estimated 27.5 
million people, or 8.5% of the 
population, lacked coverage 
the entire year. Such increases 
are considered unusual in a 
strong economy.

The report showed that a 
drop in low-income people 
enrolled in Medicaid was the 
most significant factor behind 
the higher number of unin-
sured people.

Hispanics were the only 
major racial and ethnic 
category with a significant 
increase in their uninsured 
rate. It rose by 1.6 percentage 
points in 2018, with nearly 18% 
lacking coverage. There was 
no significant change in health 
insurance for non-Hispanic 
whites, blacks and Asians.

“Some of the biggest de-
clines in coverage are coming 
among Latinos and nonciti-
zens,” said Larry Levitt of the 
nonpartisan Kaiser Family 
Foundation, who tracks trends 
in health insurance coverage. 
“These declines in coverage 
are coming at a time when 
the Trump administration 
has tried to curb immigration 
and discourage immigrants 
from using public benefits like 
Medicaid.”

By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON — Gov. 
Tony Evers’ administra-
tion is taking the first 
steps toward restricting 
manure and fertilizer in 
areas prone to pollution, 
a move that could pre-
serve water quality but 
cost farmers millions as 
they already are strug-
gling with low milk pric-
es and President Donald 
Trump’s trade wars.

The state Department 
of Natural Resources last 
year imposed restric-
tions on manure-spread-
ing in 15 northeastern 
Wisconsin counties in 
response to drinking 
water contamination in 
Kewaunee County. The 
limits are designed to 
prevent pathogens in 
manure from entering 
ground and surface water 
and vary depending on 
the depth of individual 
farms’ topsoil.

Evers, a Democrat, 
declared 2019 the year of 
clean drinking water. He 
announced in July that he 
wanted to do more to ad-
dress nitrates, a pollutant 
found in fertilizer and 
manure. He directed the 
DNR, a cabinet agen-
cy, to establish nitrate 

standards for soils most 
susceptible to contami-
nation.

The department re-

leased a scope statement 
Wednesday outlining a 
potential administrative 
rule modeled after the 

northeastern Wisconsin 
standards. The new rule 
would impose restrictions 
above and beyond exist-
ing statewide standards 
on manure and fertilizer 
in “sensitive areas” with 
highly permeable soil.

Scope statements are 
broad summaries of rule 
proposals and are often 
devoid of detail; this one 
doesn’t define or name 
any sensitive areas and 
doesn’t discuss specif-
ic restrictions. It does 
include an estimate that 
the prohibitions could 
come with an annual 
total cost ranging from 
$50,000 to $5 million for 
all stakeholders, includ-
ing farmers and support-
ing businesses.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

With its bigger and younger broth-
ers getting attention in recent years, 
the midsized venue at Hobbs Ice Cen-
ter had suffered a case of middle-child 
syndrome.

This summer was the Akervik 
Rink’s time to catch up, receiving a 
new floor and several other upgrades 
so it can match the quality of the oth-
er two rinks at Eau Claire’s venue for 
indoor hockey and ice skating.

“In a way, this project is getting 
this rink up to the level of the rest of 
the building,” said Patrick Newkirk, 
the facility’s manager and program 
supervisor.

The $1.75 million project is wrap-
ping up in time for the rink to host 
a dry-floor event on Friday and then 
make ice in early October for hockey 
and skating.

The majority of the cost was for 
replacing the original floor from the 
mid-1970s that was outdated and 
showed damage at one end, which was 
attributed to runoff and underground 
frost (both issues also addressed by 
the project).

After tearing out the rink’s old 
cement floor, workers spent months 
in the intricate and precise process of 
building a new one. To prevent frost 
from developing beneath the rink, a 
heating system was buried and a layer 
of insulation was laid on the ground. 
Then an intricate gridwork consisting 
of almost 11½ miles of cooling pipes 

was assembled.
Engineers used laser measuring 

equipment to ensure all pieces were 
in precisely the right position before 
the cooling grid would be carefully 
enclosed in a five-inch deep slab of 
concrete poured in a single day.

A time-lapse video on the Hobbs 
Ice Arena’s Facebook page condenses 
about 13 hours of labor into a 20-min-
ute clip — showing workers zip 
around with machines as they pour 
cement between and on top of the 
network of pipes.

Now hardened and smooth, the 
perfectly level surface was surround-
ed with new dasher boards last week, 
one of the final steps before it is ready 
for its public debut.

The whole project has taken about 
5½ months to complete.

“Timeline was a concern with this 
project,” Newkirk said.

Groups book rinks well in advance, 
setting its schedule usually six to eight 
months in the future.

On Friday evening, fundraiser Hops 
for Hockey will be the first event to 
use the new floor, followed by a fall 
consignment sale that has also used 
Hobbs twice a year as its location.

After getting a paint job on Oct. 
1, the rink will be cooled down and 
workers will spend several days build-
ing up and perfecting a 1¼-inch-thick 
slab of ice.

The first players scheduled to skate 
on the ice are a preseason camp for 
Eau Claire Youth Hockey.

Around the ice
In a tour of the rink last week, 

Newkirk pointed out the other new 
features built with hockey players, ice 

skaters and spectators in mind.
Previously the Akervik Rink had 

three locker rooms, but they were es-
sentially cinderblock cubicles because 
they had no ceilings, which exposed 
players to chilly air while they were 
changing into their gear.

Now there are four fully enclosed 
locker rooms — a number that makes 
back-to-back games possible at the rink 
because two teams can be getting ready 
while two teams on the ice have their 
equipment in the other pair of rooms.

Built atop the new locker rooms 
is a mezzanine where spectators can 
stand, giving them a view of the entire 
rink.

“I’m sure this will be a very popular 
place for people to watch their kids 
play,” Newkirk said.

The sound system was updated too, 
connecting the Akervik Rink’s speak-
ers to the rest of the building so an-
nouncements for open skating, severe 
weather, missing children and other 
messages can be broadcast throughout 
all of Hobbs.

A fresh coat of paint also brightens 
up the rink’s interior, replacing a yel-
lowish hue that had been on the walls.

In addition to replacing an old ice 
floor at the end of its life, Newkirk 
said the project improves the rink for 
its users and could attract more teams 
to use Hobbs in the summertime.

Chris Tok, Eau Claire Memorial 
High boys hockey coach, said the mez-
zanine should provide a much better 
view to watch games than the Akervik 
Rink’s bleachers.

Adding a fourth locker room allows 
shorter breaks between games, he 
noted.

It’s almost ice time

Akervik Rink 
reopening after $1.75 

million upgrade

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Mike Finklea, left, and Tony Vossen of Becker Arena Products in Shakopee, Minn., install new dasher boards on Thursday 
at the Akervik Rink at Hobbs Ice Center, 915 Menomonie St. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

State plans manure spreading limits 
Evers 

prepares 
to expand 

northeastern 
Wis. 

restrictions

Associated Press

A farmer and his machinery match the muted tones 
of a brown farm field and trees in the background as 
he heads back to his buildings after spreading cow 
manure April 4, 2009, in a field near Granton. Demo-
cratic Gov. Tony Evers’ administration is preparing to 
expand northeastern Wisconsin’s manure-spreading 
restrictions to other areas of the state.
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Uninsured 
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