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< Pastor sees animals as medium 
for greater purpose. Page 6C.
• Baby’s death sparks water safety 
fight in Central Sands. Page 7A.
• Milk price drops 66 cents, aver-
ages $14.61 for year. Page 8C.
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By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

BRILLION — One look 
at John VanHandel’s toilet 
seat says it all: This man cer-
tainly loves Allis-Chalmers.

“Pretty nice, isn’t it?” said 
VanHandel, 79, noting the 
Allis-Chalmers logo and 
Persian orange color gracing 
the upstairs bathroom’s toilet 
seat. “I got that in Dyersville 
(Iowa). I didn’t have one, so 
I bought it. What can I say? I 
like Allis-Chalmers.”

Indeed, practically every 
room in VanHandel’s Cal-
umet County home fea-
tures something relating to 
Allis-Chalmers.

Most of the items are 
painstakingly arranged in a 
converted upstairs bedroom, 
which features more than 
180 Allis-Chalmers toy trac-
tors and a few other tractor 
brands. He grew up on a 
dairy farm but never owned 
toy tractors as a child; he 

first bought one at the age of 
56 and has been collecting 
ever since.

VanHandel’s Allis-Chalm-
ers collection also includes 
hats, signs, pictures, jigsaw 
puzzles and clothing, as well 
as a miniature windmill, 
lampshade, pedal tractor, 
clock, dustpan, ashtray, milk 
can, lawn chair, wind chime, 
lawn tractor and beer stein, 
to name a few.

Outside, a wagon wheel, 
bench and larger windmill 
are painted orange, as is 
the mailbox, designed to 
resemble an Allis-Chalmers 
tractor. His truck features 
an Allis-Chalmers license 
plate attachment and stickers 
affixed to the doors.

And, of course, VanHan-
del owns a full-size tractor 
housed in the backyard — a 
1938 Allis-Chalmers B with 
a one-row cultivator.

“Dad mainly had Al-
lis-Chalmers on the farm 
when we were younger, 

so that’s what I’ve stayed 
with,” said VanHandel, 
wearing an Allis-Chalm-
ers shirt, hat, suspenders 
and jacket. “I bought that 
(B model) about 15 years 
ago to remember the Al-
lis-Chalmers tractors we had 
on the farm.”

VanHandel was raised 
on a 30-cow dairy farm 
owned by his parents, Ted 
and Angeline, in the Brown 
County community of 
Shirley. His father’s first 
new Allis-Chalmers was 
a WD model, and the last 
Allis-Chalmers he bought 
was a D17 model in 1959.

VanHandel first drove one 
of his father’s Allis-Chalm-
ers’ tractors as a young teen 
in the early 1950s.

Betty, his wife of 56 
years, grew up one mile 
down the road from the 

VanHandels’ farm. They 
knew each other virtually 
their entire lives, attend-
ing grade school and high 

school together before 
marrying in 1962.

All in on A-C
Brillion man showcases allegiance to Allis-Chalmers
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John VanHandel showed his Allis-Chalmers beer stein.

VanHandel’s 1938 Allis-Chalmers B model tractor is 
housed behind his home. On top of it is a toy tractor of 
the same model.

The toilet seat in John VanHandel’s home shows his alle-
giance to Allis-Chalmers.

By Jenessa Freidhof
Regional Editor | jenessa.freidhof@ecpc.com

Hemp leapt a major hur-
dle with the passing of the 
farm bill in late December. 
But despite being removed 
from the Controlled Sub-
stance Act and now being 
treated as a commodity, a 

recent Wisconsin Bankers 
Association survey showed 
low confidence in the crop.

The survey, which was 
given to 95 Wisconsin bank 
CEOs and presidents, asked 
two hemp-related ques-
tions. The first was: “If the 

By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

Jessica Routier has been 
riding horses from a very 
young age — before she 
can even remember. She 
entered her first competi-
tion when she was 6 years 
old and has earned numer-
ous accolades throughout 
her rodeo career.

But it still doesn’t seem 
real to her to see her 
name listed as No. 2 in 
the world after an excep-
tional performance at the 
Wrangler National Finals 
Rodeo in Las Vegas Dec. 
6-15.

“It was an amazing ex-
perience and we enjoyed 
every second of it,” she 
said.

Routier grew up on a 

farm in Montfort, a small 
community in southwest 
Wisconsin. Both of her 
parents participated in 
rodeo; her mother made 
a living training horses, 
which originally sparked 
her interest in barrel 
racing.

As a youth, she partici-
pated in Wisconsin Little 
Britches rodeos, then high 
school rodeos. She quali-
fied for the National High 
School Finals Rodeo four 
times, earning a scholar-
ship to attend National 
American University in 
South Dakota. And after 
qualifying for the College 
National Finals Rodeo 
four times, in 2003, she 
was named the College 
National Champion Barrel 
Racer.

“I don’t know that there 
was ever a point in my 
life when I decided I was 
going to make a career out 
of rodeo. It was just al-
ways what I wanted to do 
and what I did,” she said. 
“I rodeoed throughout all 
the phases of my life, so 
it was never something I 
decided I was going to do 
— I just did it.”

In 2010, Routier began 
a working relationship 
with Gary Westergren, 
a horse breeder from 
Nebraska. She recalled the 
first time she met him in 
person in 2011 as she was 
riding his mare, Special 
French Bear (Anna Belle), 
in Arizona.

“I remember him 

By Heidi Clausen
Editor | heidi.clausen@ecpc.com

While Wisconsin bank-
ers say they’re optimistic 
about the state’s overall 
economy in 2019, they 
don’t have particularly 

high hopes for agricultural 
loans.

In the latest Wisconsin 
Bankers Association Bank 
CEO Economic Condi-
tions Survey, conducted 
over the first two weeks 
of December, more than 

half of the 99 Wisconsin 
bank CEOs and presidents 
surveyed said they believe 
Wisconsin’s economy 
will remain strong in the 
new year. The rest of the 

Wisconsin bankers still 
leery of hemp production

Banker survey: Ag 
loans buck state trend

See ALLIS, Page 2A

See HEMP, Page 3A See LOANS, Page 3A

Wisconsin native earns national rodeo title
Participating in 
the Wrangler 
National Finals 
Rodeo was 
“an amazing 
experience and 
we enjoyed 
every second of 
it,” Routier said. 
She is pictured 
here with Missy 
and her compan-
ion horse during 
some down 
time at the com-
petition.

Submitted photo

See RODEO, Page 2A


